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The Preface of the Author. 


F wit of this kind did always depend on ſacceſs,there werelittle 
to be laid (eſpecially in this ado juſtifie the beſt of the anti- 

ent, or modern Poefy, the latterof which though ſhort of com 
tition with our former Dramatique Puets, who brought the ſtage 
to ſuch a mon witra of defigne and wit,that it might have beenin 
ſome ſort their ſeveral Glories to have ſaid according to that 
Poetical boaſt of Ovid Jamque opus exegi, And from 
whom the Engliſh Stage alone has given the world, (whatſoever 
can be objedted to the contrary) the beſt Dramatique Rules, and 
Plays together. Notwithſtanding which, ſuchis the dilingenious 
Humour, or ignorance of the Age we live in, that not only the moſt 
deſerving of theſe come to be unfrequented, and {lighted by their 
Auditors, but hkewiſe ſome few of our modern, that can fo far #. 
Juſtifie themſelves as to be [mitators of their vertueszand inſtead of 
them obſcene, ridiculous and indigeſted Plays, have their numerous 
Audiences; as if it were their due to receive a ſuperior allowance, 
though they deſerve not the name of good foils, to ſet off the 
beauties of the other; nor can it be denied, that wit (like other 
_ moſt remarkable things) has not generally paſt its Epochoreca, fo that 
we may compute its renown rather backward than forward, a trea. 
fure that cannot be intail'd on poſterity, who are obſervable e- 
nough, (eſpecially now a days) to be rather beholding to the abili- 
ties of former writers, than able to oblige the world vut of their 
ſtore again. And it is ſome wonder that ſuch who can pretend to fo 
little of invention and wit,are favourably allow'd to be Authors; and 
like - Bankrupts (though breaking their credit with the world) 
are permitted toſet up ſtil]; but if this be the good fortune of any, 
ſuch as conceive themſelves to have any title to deſert, havetheleaſt 
cauſe to Repine, no more than to obſerve the common ingratitudes 
of fortune, which does ſcldome place merit on her right Kam 3 nor 
is it otherwiſe to be expetted, whilſt her greateſt Patrons are the 
moſt deprav'd, and ignorant of men : andI will preſume to ſay that 
there was ſo much good fortune in the fate of this Play, to receive 
its condemnation from ſuch, who wanted cither capacity to'receive | 
it, or atleaſt were reſolv'd tojoyn ina confederacy to oppoſe that | 
elteem, which the more juſt and knowing might bave probably gl- 
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T he Preface of the Author. 


Jow'd it, either being conſcious, that it was better than they were 
willing it ſhould be thought, - or at leaſt not- inferiour to what the 
moſt celebrated-amongſt them could produce on the Stage 5 which 
conſideration did perhaps induftriouſly occafion the diſturbance of 
the Actors in the Repreſentation of this Play, as alſo the audience in 
tone Gem, it, who could not with any quiet give their attention 
to the AQlan, and they had their end; for after this was done,the 2% 
dayghere were few of the ſober ſpetators who would venture that 
diſreſpet to themſelves to ſee it often. Ii there were any perſons of 
quality who did ſubmit to ſo mean a compliance, as to abet or par- 
take with fo ungenerous a carriage, we will ſpaxethem the concern 


of reading themſelves here,of whom it may be ſaid as Juvenal,did of 
ſome degenerate in his time, 


£ ui Curio: ſimulant,& Bacchanalia viount, 


But that which was ſaid to ſharpen the ſting of-this malice, was. 
the undertaking concerning this Play,becauſe in that there might be 
ſome pecuniary loſs to add to this trrumph, To which it may be an- 
ſwered, that if the adventure were imprudegt (and poſlibly there 
nay be as little reaſon to hazard mony on the-{ucceſs of wit as or 
any thing whatſoever) the carriage of ſuch as eppol'd its reception 
was a fargreater extravagancy and folly. And he muſt diſtruithis abj- 
lities very much(conſidering ſome Plays which have had ſucceſs) if 
he thinks his own not worth hazardiog his mony as well as creditzas 
on the other {ide,there are ſome who would make ſuch a monopoly 
of their wit, that it is their endeavour none may fſ<]] but theirs : 
though. he may be a greater fool that writes ill and loſes nothing 
by it,. than. be that values himſelf ſo far as to adventure on what he 
conceives merits.an;eſteem. T be truth is, not.a few of our new. 
Writers haye ſcap'd much better, becauſe their works have not been 
thought worthy of emulation, though in the apprehenſion of the 
pr. 14m have ſuffer'd enough without other loſs thanthe for- 
eit of their underſtandings: and I doubt not(in'this extravagant, it 
pot ridiculous Age of cenſure).a Poet may be condemn'd and yet no 
delinquent to Pearnefſes, ,"Tis true it lics much within the power of 
ſuch men,who have any reaſonable allowance of judgment.to con- 
demn the works of others, but on the otheride, is. deſerves ſome 
admiration,that thoſe who are but pretenders to it, and who rather. 
keep up a Cabal, or tattian of judging.than of. abilities fit to { wy 
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T be Preface of the" Author. , 
others.yet notwithſtanding ir ſhould lie in'tHeir power to ſuppreſs 
the eſteem of anysinſomuch that an ingenious man might ſcorn,or at 
leaſt bluſh,in behalf of that brow,that ſhould wear a leaf of Lawrel 
trom the favour of theſe,who like under-graduates in the Schools of 
the Muſes,are too inconſiderable to give Authority to Poeſy;where. 
fore the Author of this play may with modeſty enough flizhe the 
malcvolent carriage, as well as impotent cenſure of 'thofe,who by- 
afl'd by prejudice,effeted that mjury which was piven itin the Re. 
preſentation,and he doubts not1t will be his ſufficient vindication to 
all impartial,that he now commits it to their peruſing in print, who 
could not receive that ſatisfaRtion in ſeeing it, (by reaſon of the in- 
terruption already mention'd) as he hopes they may by a judicious 
reading3which had he not cauſe to believe, he'ſhopld have been far 
from preſenting that publickly, which could with juſtice have 
been nauſcated beforezit being no leſs than a double folly, as welt as 
offence, tooccafion a fecond condemnation. 

Beſides, it could not be other than imperfeQly perform'd by the 
AQors, who finding the Play abufively treated, were apt enough to 
neg'=& that diligence required to their __ (as I doubt not it was - 
ob! cv'd by many) there being little re = given- by them to wit, 
(let it:be never ſo deſerving) if they find it be not fo far ſuccesful, 
as tobe beneficial to themſelves, In this ſomewhat reſembling the 
Judgment of the Twrks, who hold nothing good but what is fortu- 
natez but as this providence is not always likely to-accompany wit, 
ſo the Aftors may be allow'd to eſteem ſuch Plays that get them 
moſt,though it be little credit to their judgments or their Playing, 
if the latter were not in ſome kind ſuitable to that wit, which has ra- 
ther the good fortune to be receiv'd-than good init felF, | 

The humour of the age is ſo much inclin'd to favour low, and farce: 
like Mimikry,together with common place wit, (not leſs underva- 
laing the Stage than the other) trequently obſerv'd from diſcourfg 
in T averns, French-houſes, Colonheniin together with the: loofe 
and debauch'd carriages of men and women put together, not con- 
fidering that the wit and beauty of Poeſy confiſt rather in manners 
feign'd than in ſuch of vulgar obſervation amongſt men, that this 
Comedy, the humours of which-are- more remote and Satyrical, 
could not in reaſon meet with an applauſe equal to the formers 
which though take to bein ſome part its commendation, I ſhallnot 
ſo far. juſtite 1t,as not to give the Reader neceſſary ſatisfaftion in 
what he may miſcoaceive fromthe report-or .miſapprehenfion of o- 
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thers, 1 order to whichibeforel ſpeak of the parts againſt which I 
Fan pather any, objection lyes, . I will ſay ſomertiing. of. the deſign, 
.(w is the foundation of a Play )the deficiency whereof doth ren- 
erall Dramatique compoſitions neither profitable,nor pleaſant,like 
a ſtructure that 1s rail'd upon an unſound foundation, &though there 
be never ſo. many ſupporters applied of witto keep it from falling, x 
it will be oþlerv'd ſo leaning, and tottering, that it cannot be wor- 
thy of the ArchiteQure.of the Muſes,who are too much the Daugh- 
ters of Science to admit-incongruity and error in their works, 
And as to the contrivante ofthis Play,that it was new,its greateſt 
adverſaries will not,I ſuppoſe,deny,(I wiſh they could ſay as much in 
behalf of Plays they moſt «ſteews 3) that it was Dot improper, I ſhall 
as caſly manifeſt : Foriwhat cad be objected againſt my introducing 
the ſeveral commoan-wealthsof men, and women,grounded on ſup- 
'd cuſtome, by affirming:it'to be novel, and conſequently una- 
K owable, the objeCion is not at all ſolid, becauſe it is not more im- 
poſlible that ſuch a-mannen of rule might be practis'd,than that there 
4 were Amazons in one or more parts of the world, (it we will believe 
Authors) who had a ſupremacy over men, obtain'd by force of law 
| # orpower, or at ſometime or other conferr'd on their ambition by a 
| prevalent indulgence to that ſex 3 or that ſome Countreys at this day 
| admit of Queens as well as Kings, and perhaps it is more the autho- 
rity of uſage and manners, than the law of nature, which does ge- 
nerally incapacitatethe Rule of women, there being not ſeldome to 
be found as great abilities in them (allowing for the diſadvantage 
they have in not being ſuitably educated to letrers,) as are to be 
obſerv'd in men of greateſt comprehenfions.But this is ſuggeſted not 
diſputed here : their charaGters 1n this Play being rather made uſe 
of to confirm the, judgement and practice of the world in rendring 
them more properly the weaker Sex,than to authorize their govern- 
ment; though the ambition of that Sex, as likewiſe the value they 
are aptenoughto allow themſelves, may call it a ſevere policy;but 
women have {mall reaſon to complain, it for their greater honou r, 
| theirbeauty, and other attraQtions give them not ſeldom ſuch a ſu- 
| - 2090p y XY eſtecm that they command in many reſpets without 
ing oblig'd to power and law, no lels abſolutely than men. But e- 
nough of this particular. 
For the Characters of this Play, I find thoſe of Foppering and Pea- 
cock occaſion'd ſome ſcrupulous, orinconſiderate ſpectators to make 
miore than geedfulobjeQions againſt them 3 not but I conceive that 
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there are few characters in the moſt approved Plays; which keep fo 
ſtri& a decorum with nature aud reaſon, as that there cannot be ob- 
ſerv'd any incongruities in them. Wherefore I ſhall not ſo far un- 
dertake their Ks ication,but rather (bew how they were uſefully to 
have beenreceiv'd inorder to what was to be expreſiedby-them 
And firſt for Foppering; in whoſe Character theireader will of 
ſervea Satyre againſt lyars heightn'd by ſeveraldegreesof eraducing 
of truth 3 not that every common Lyar keeps that road, or goes 
ſo high as the Moon for Fables, which had not beea neceſlary in 
his caſe ſtrictly ro reſemble, becauſe it being ſatyrically intended a-- 
gainſt this exorbitancy in men, it might be allow'd tobe more bold 
withtruth than they uſually are,by reaſon the higher in that caſe a 
Character is rais'd, it is more comprehenſive of whatſoever can 
fall under that notion's,as we ſce in his, which doth not only-correct - 
vulgar lying, but by an extravagancy of humour aſcends to Aſtrono- 
mers, W of faults could not have otherwiſe been touch*d 3 as is in- 
ſtanc'd in theirerroneous computations of themotionscof. the Moon 
well known to the learned. lg 1 1,74G7408 bo Sil $243 
The like may be ſaid of the part of Peacock, whoſe vanity of ſelf- 
love is heightned to. introduce that-Satyr which uſefully deligned 
againſt the ap ny yl tern by Chymiſts,and he-could be 
no otherwiſe than of an extxaordinary humour. to-xepreſcncit, / for 
what ;had been common;could nat have-daneiit; to 
 AndIdiffer from their pRpgaents who'think; that whatſoever is 
not vulgarly obſerv'd; amypglt men,to. be therefore! not Poetically 
allowable, which if true, the wit of Poetry were rather common- 
lace.and..obſervation, than invention, in no caſe to'be allow'd. 
herefore there needs no pracioable aut hority for every'Chari@er 
that is produced, if what. has. been never before obſervid;anſwer the 
deſign of the Author in being uſefu} and correftiveto manners,the 
eſſcatial dignity of Comedy, aud without which it has ſmall title to 
that name or deſert z beſides a Satyr cannot be poetically expreſſed 
bur it wyſt be highly Hyperboligal,,as may be-ſeen'in-thoſe of Jy: 
verral's;,48 alſoin molt of the.comedies of Bew!fhowſor in which re ' 
very many charatters of no-being {t men,.as ibis Deo#l's an  - 
Aſs, Cinthio's Revels, , and others pay: hismoreexatt one of the 
ſilent Woman, I doubt not x6 affirm thatthere was never ſuch a chan - 
as Morofe.who coor bay hiſper- through3a»Trupk, bur the 
Paets, authority in that cafs bs Lybicient fot what js cot ptobbable, be- 


eaule ic was an extravagancywellapplyedto this humout of ſuch a , 
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 The'Preface of the Author. 
mw is ſufficient to dire us that things may beallow'd in a 
|; catſence which are not naturally ſo. Who ever voy 05> againſt 
the wanders mention'd by the Poets, the Metamorphoſis of 0vid, 
. &ſop's Fables-and-the like,by reaſon that the moral of them is more 
$o be regarded than therruthgwhich conſideration has been the beſt 
and general authority of introducing of Fables: wherefore to ſuch as 
ore dificrent in op:nion;there needs no other reply,but that rhey are 
little skill'd in the Muſes, and muſt be bcholdingto their ignorance 
. for their excuſe. | 
As there are few 'rules for the decifion of wit, ſo it has not always 
a digvity-ſuitable to its deſert, nay very often ſo far from receiving 
Juſtice in that kind, that a judicious 'perfom would ſooner eſteem 
; what generally has been diſapproved or condemn'd;than ſubmit his 
cenſure to the giddineſs of vulgar applauſe;' there being nothing 
more unſtable. or erraneous then vox popili ih point of plays, as the 
obſervation of nat a few now extant dothmanifeſt;zbelides that the 
Major partof Audiences arencither all Poets nor criticaF enough to 
determine of approbation orcenſure, but rather « coimmmixture of 
men of ſeveral capacities,no more' fit to conceive fudicioufly of what 
they obſerve, than'if a maltitude were conſulted about a peice of 
ainting, the gencrality whereof catyhardly diſtinguiſh betwixt the 
Lowe) and Pencil : ſo that it is no wonder if from the confus'd re- 
ſult of their Judgment,or as they /are decoyed by parties and fadti- 
. ons, (whichſome to ſupport their wit intiplore with more devotion 
than they pay their Muſes, to which purpoſe they are indyftrious 
Orators to the Court and: Town ) we-find the moſt regular, andil- 
literate, obſcene and infapid Plays crowded with audiences, where 
they-with better exerciſe to: theit bodies ſweit for company, than 
umprove theirwit, learning,ior manners; to-db all which fhonld be 
Ne uſe of Playsz whileſt the moſt fortunate of our preſent Poets 
may perhaps conceive themſelves little leſs than ſacred, in having 
this vogue, or ftreamof applauſe beſtowed on their Plays, as if ic 
were the-only proper-incenſe-taibeoffer'd to Parzaſſas intheir be- 
' halts ; byt we mayrefnember charthe Red Bull writers, with their 
Drums, Trutnpets,  Battels, and Hero's, have had this ſucceſs for- 
' merly, and perhaps have been able tonumber as many Audiences as 
our Theatres, ({-willnot prefume+tomake the comparifonother- 
wiſe.) ſo likewife:the ;:Sock of chat ſtage as well as the Briskin 1snor 
ſo Aaak bug thet-it mayid ome: degree tread with our preſent wri- 
ters, Witocls the Farce, «(ies the' comedy bf Ty qvoque,no leſs than a 
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T be Preface of the Author. 
mote for moſt of the modern of either denomination, and yet of 
happy memory, in point of audiences, as I doubt not many of ours 
of the like Genius wilſbe, when they have liv'd as long. 

And though the ear be the principal ſenſe toreceive ſatisfaftion 
from the Stage, yet we find,that of ſeeing has not ſeldome a greater 
predominancy, whilſt Scenes, habits, dances, or perhaps an Afreſs 
take more with SpeQators, than the beſt Dramatick wit, or con- 
trivance of the Age, from whence we may prognoſticate, that the 
enterlude of Punchinello, (having ſome reſemblance of the ſaine 
entertainment) may be as long frequented as either Theatre. 

Not that I inſtance this, as a froward refleQtionon the mean re- 
ception of this Play, or any concern depending onit, or that I would 
have any oblig'd to like what in their aprehenſions they judge fit to 
condemnz which whether in this caſe,it has proceeded from miſtake 
or prejudice,l doubt not the Reader will candidly conſider. 

For what value can there be given to wit, that it ſhould be e- 
ſteemed worth contending for, or for which a man would fo much 
as ſeem to take it ill of the world if he be not thought to write or 
ſpeak ſo well as he does, or that one more inconſiderable in either 
ſhould be allow'd to perform both better ? wit being ſo far from be- 
ing the inſeparable Talent of the wiſe, that it is obſervable in ſome 
degree, notonly inmen of mean converſe, but in the extravagan- 
cies of Fools, and madmen, and what does little redound to the 
credit of any that has been moſt ſucceſsful (7 meanromthe Stage,) it 
has ſeldome been thought weighty enough for _ by ſuch as 
have been able toput it to the teſt of ſober jJudgment,whobeing few 
in reſpe& of the gaudy and illiterate numbers that reſort to Plays,8: 
will take upon them to be at leaſt ſo far acquainted with Poetry 
as to call themſelves wits, (though they have little more Title to 
it than pretence, or as far perhaps asa Baudy, or Tavern Jeſt can 

ive the denomination) the diſcerning ſort of men are as much 
diſabled from over-ruling their Cenſures, as the Principles of So- 
briety, Prudence, and Vertue, are rendred too weak to reſiſt the 
more prevailing praQice of diſorder and vice, Wherefore if ſach 
who are properly Judges have thought fit to give this Comedy 
any Credit with the world, the Author will not have cauſe to 
conceive its value impaired by the condemnation of thoſe 
(though the major part) who wanted cither wit, or candor, to 
allow its repute. As onthe other ſide, the reſpet of theſe ſeveral 
perſons of ingenuity, and worth, who have thought it deſerving 
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T be Preface of the Author. 
of the Ornaments of their Pens, I doubt not is enough to confirm the 
Reader that if it be not ſo good as the Author could wiſh, it wants 


not the vindication as well as atteſt of impartial and knowing appre*+ 
hkcalions. 
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T 
Fyond the merit of the Age 

B You have adorn dthe Stage 
So from rude farce to Comich order brought 

Each ation and each thought 
To ſo ſublime a Method as yet nome 

But mighty Ben aloxe 
Durſt ere compare,and be at diſtance too; 
Were he alive, he would reſigntoyou 

Thox haſt outdone even what He writ, 
In this laſt great Example of thy wit. 
Thy Solymour does his Moroſe deſtroy, 
And thy Black Page #ndoes his Barbers Boy - 
His whole College of Ladies muſt retire 
Whilſt we thy braver Heroins do admire. 

This New Vtopia rais'd by thee 
Shall ſtand a StruGnre to be wonder'd at, 
and men ſhall ſay this!this js he 
Who that Poetick City did create, 
Of which Moor only did the Model draw 
Ton did compleat that little world, and gave it Laws 

2 

If you tao great a Proſpet? do allow 
To thoſe whom ignorance do at diſtance ſeat 
"Tis not to ſay the objed is leſs great, 
But they want ſight to — it ſo; 

The Antient Poets in their times 
When through the Peopled Streets they ſung their Rhimes, 
Found ſmall applanſe, they ſang, but ſtill were poor, 
Repeated wit enongh at every door 
To've made them Demy Gods, but "twould not do 
Till Ages more refin'd eſteem'd them ſo : 
The Modern Poets have with like ſucceſs 
Duitted the Stage, and ſalli'd from the Preſs. 

_—_ — ſearce a Play brought / oe 
Byt Monlter-like it frighte# at its birth ; 
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' Tet he continu'd ftill to write 
4nd ſtill bis Satyre did more ſharply bite 
He writ though certain of his doow 
(Knowing his Power in Comedy) 
To pleaſe awiſer Age to come; 
And though he weapons wore to juſtifie 
The reaſon of his Pen; he conld not bring 
Dull ſoxls to ſence by Satyre nor by Cudgelling. 
3 
In vain the errors of the times 
Tou firive by wholſome precepts to conſute, 
Not all your power in Proſe nor Rhimes 
Can finiſh the diſpute, 
'Twixt thoſe that damn, and thoſe that do admire 
The heat of your Poetick fire: 
Tonrr ſoul of thought you may imploy 
A nobler way 
Than in revenge upon a multitude, 
Whoſe ignorance onlymake them rude: 
Should you that juſtice do 
Tou muſt for ever bid adien, 
To Poetry Divine, 
And every Muſe 0'th' nine > 
For malice then with ignorance would joyn 
And ſoundo the world and you 
And Raviſhfrom them that delight 
Of ſeeing the wonders which you write 
And all your glories, unadmir d muſt lye, 
As Veſtal beauties are intomb'd before they dye, 


Conflder, and conſult your wit 

Deſpi ſe thoſe 1lls you muſt endure; 

And raiſe your ſcorn ar great as it, 

Be confident and then ſecure: 
And let your rich fraught Pex 
Adventure out again, 

Mavgre the ſtorms which do oppoſe its courſe 

(Storms which deſtroy without remarſe:) 
It may new worlds deſcry, _ 

Which peopl'd from thy brain 'may know 
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More than the Univerſe beſt des can ſhow 3 
More Arts of Love,and more of Gallantry : 
Write on, and let not after Ages ſay 

The Whiſtle, and rude Hils conld lay, 

Thy mighty Sprite of Poetry, 

Which but the Fools and guilty ſly ; 

Who dare not inthy Mirror ſee, 

Their own deformitie. 

Where thou in two, The world doſt Charader, 
Since moſt of men Sir Graves, or Peacocks are. 


5. 
And ſhall that Muſe which diderewhile 
Chant forth the glories of the Brittiſh Iſle, 
Shall ſhe who louder was than ſame 
Now uſeleſs lye, and tame £ 
She who late made the Amazons ſo great 
And ſhe who conquer d Scythia too 
Which Alexander ze er could do; 
Will you permit her to retreat # 
Silence will like ſubmiſſion ſhow 
And give advantage to the foe. 
Undanunted let her once again appear 
And let her lowdly ſing in every eare; 
Then like thy Miſtreſs eyes who have the rkjll 
Both to preſerve and kill; 
So thom at once muſt be reveng'd on thoſe 


That are yr 
And on thy Friend? {och obligations lay 
4s nothing but the deed,the doer can repay, 


A. Behn. 


T othe Author of the New Vtopia. 
On the miſcarriage of his Play in AdTing. 


| I vain he ſeeks toget the worlds applauſe, 


Who only pleads the merit of his cauſe; 
For now,alas,by faftion,or by chance, 
All happy Candidates their names advance. 
Faction ! the weight that renders good too light; 
Firſt mov'd by envy, malice, and deſpight 3 
And ever fince indifferently try'd 
Toturn the Scale upon the weaker (ide. 
Of oldz”as now, it did rewards beſtow : 
Wruneſs the nobleſt Romans overthrow ; 
When ſtanding fur the Conſulſhip in choice, 
Their vertues yielded to the peoples voice. 
Nor is repulſe the worſt; but many times, 
Supreme deſerts were puniſht as great crimes : 
So was this Play, by a conſorted cry 
Of wits and wittals, baffied and laid by, 
They, to preſerve themſelves inforce, condemn; 
And theſe, like Penſioners, to follow them : 
While both preſume of nonſence to impeach, 
Becauſe ſome fancies went abovethceir reach: 
Conceit and language only proving good, 
Where by the hearers they are underſtood. 


' But truſt the Preſs to vindicate the Stage, 


And ſhow their judgment was th'cflect of rage, 
Each Scene will there ſuch pointed reaſons urge, 
As may theBlades at once convince and ſcourge. 
Thus triumpht Horace o'er his ftnking Fate, 
Making th'united Brothers ſeparate ; 

Who in a Body durſt pronounce your Doom, 
Doubt not but ſingly you ſhall overcome, 


a) B 


9 


To the Author of the New Vtopia. 


I, 
ow happy, Sir, was the laſt age 
H wWhes ad Johnſon red the Stage 
That $tri@ obſerver of mankind. 
Men were the Books he read, and he 
Made the whole town his Librar ie; 
Theatres were then the Schools 
Of good morality, where Knaves and Fools 
Their follies ſaw, and vices atted ſo, 
Shame, thoſe made boneſter, theſe, wiſer grow. 
In every Scene he writ we find 
With Pleaſure profit joyn d, 
And every Comedie 
He did intend 
An Errata Page ſhould be, 


To ſhow men faults and teach*em how to wend. 
2, 


But this age diſeſteems true Comedy 
'Canſe "tis the mirrour of the times 
That doth refle& mens follies and their Crimes: 
So ſome affeFed Lady 'canſe ber glaſs 
Shows her how ill ſhe manages her face, 
Is ont of humour with't and throws it by. 
Now Comedy to Farce gives place, 
Which but its Zany is, and pleaſes more 
With its Grimace, 
Than all the Arts of Comedy before: 
Tet is but Comedy turnd Ridicule, 
Or humours ſhown in Maſquerade 
An antich playing of the fool, 
Which does ſo 5 aduance 
Comedy is langh'd ont of Countenance. 


But you adventure to retrive 


The fading glories of the Stage, 
Whitft this Play you more than givs 
Te 


| 


| 
1 


To the unthank ful age. 
Great Ben thought it enoughto ſwear 
A *. That his were good "2:3 ON 
Believe me ſo they are, 
Could we but find a man had as much wit 
To read and judg of them as he that writ. 
The ſame fate now 
Do s your Play diſallow, 
Tirlikd by as few as underſtood. FP --NE 
Onur age before __ 
Reer had a Play like this, nor er again 
will ſuch another ſee, leſ5 you once more 
Imploy your Pen, 
Which you muſt do ju ſcorn of them 
That for your virtue de your wit condemn. 
Their ſpight 
Brings you more praiſe than all your friends canwrite, 
| Andadoes aſſert 
Tour Fame : 
For where there's envy, there's deſert, 
That ftill at excellence doth aim. 
So mungrel Curs are known 
To bark againſt the ——_— of the Moon, 
But let ſuch Criticks ſti purſue 
Their malice, and de you 
Write on, 'tis not allow'd 
By fate, their breath 
Should raiſe a laſting Cloud. 
For after death 
Like other Poets you ſball bave 
The Bays you merit Planted on your grave. 
No Poetere a greater fame acquir'd, 
Thas living, to be envy'd, dead, admir'd. 


Edward Ravenſcroft. 


To 


To the Author of the New Utopia, 
I, 
have oft in ſilence griev'd to ſee 

Poor and afflicted Poetry, 

(Of late fo much ador'd ) 
Rudely by ignorance dethron'd, 
Till you, brave Sir,did timely Gaccaur bring,” 

And by your Art reſtor'd T 
That poor diſtreſſed =_ depoſed Queen: 


You've builcher has much brightar than before 
Adding vaſt treaſures to her waſted ſtorey* * * * | 
You have enlarg'd her power, and demain | o Bo 
By the (ole vertue of your Pen ; 
And have remov'd all that uſurp'd the fway, 
That ſhe might rule 
Without Controul 
Not Fetter'd by _— and rebellious law. 


You've added New Utopia to her Crown - 
Richly Adorn'd with trophies of your own, 
Surpaſling Antient Babylon or Rome; 
This ſhall the Eternal ſeat of Empire be 
To love and Poeſie : 71 
In whoſe ſoft reign their ſubjecs ſhall not "ROWw, 
The noiſe of wars 
Or Civil jars, 
Whoſe mighty empire moſt in peacedvts $f by.” il art 
4 Pripun: 3113 104 
In the next age, of this it will be ſaidz 272054 +3 iudlut a9 
They prattile by the pattern you have laid, bur tne: 
Your prudent Morals that world will reform L202 
Which now are loſt and ſmother'd ir the Storm! | 
Procced, great (oul,and fear not a worſe Doam 3 
But like a Ship bear through your WT 
Againlt the wind and waters: Wy, al 
Scattering the angry Billows aud their foktt 3" Wer 


{! 


You firſt controuled R. i1l-manner'd Fane 

Obliging,by correQing vice, the Age 3 | /74! ;tovig hang Gd o.1; bub 

You've ſg the tattcring Pinnions of that ime. TeT 

In which our flock of witsfectrif6 ſab!r IO HTLOQQ), OE 1.77 

Their maim'd andihelplefs Muſc now wording lyes 3 
Fluzkers and beats the carth but —_— rile, 


— <S ws . ns 4 


———_ 


_ 


——  - 


» 5 OE. anon PEE AE es A I oe — — 


- 


m__—_ bis. at Pan" 
———— 
. 


- 1p nf 


nd ——— 


&- 


You've baniſh'd from the Stage their Jill and Ruſſian ws; 
(Enough a thouſand Poets to undo } 
For this they hate and fnarle at you. 
Youlike the wiſcr Ages theſe deteſt, 
And all your modeſt Scenes 
Seem hi!'d with Queens, 
Only more fair they areand humbly dreſt. 
6 


Whenyou have travers'd all the Sciences, 
Your patient ſoul in theſe ſweet Arts you calc : 
You Court your Muſe neither for gam nox Dower 
But all your flame and paſſion's pure: | 
Your thoughts you ſhow in ſuch a comely drels, , 
As never ſullied Theater nor Preſs; ; 
Yet fo fevercly prick 
That the moſt ſluggiſh Aﬀe does kick, 
And ſcourge no leſs the fool and lungtick. . 


7* v1 
You have diſturb'd our Poets Hive, OE... 
And what will ſpoil cheir game, 1. 77-1; 
The ſtolen ſweets you do proclaim, | 

By which the lazy Waſps do live. 


You muſtexpe& they'l buzz a- whilgabout,, 4 _ DEP. py any 


But yet one breath os el ed ene. 
Like ſudden ſtorm or death, od 22iqinZ ? » 3 _ _- _ 
Will quickly icatter all that pceviſh rout. , ol ” | 493 be 
S. on [1:11 e8 Gi p wry ——— 
Unwearicd Bex in the ungrateful ie ©”"-_, mes A oe 
. Propt up the Rooping ruins of the dP 2267 livid v0 
He bravely tiniſh'd what ne nnc NP Som 52: cuts you #7" "PR 
Scorning the envy of the multit R TTY 
Rebuk*d, and then ſuſtain*d with patiency A 2d Hive $i 2if1 20,297 3:24 arte ot 
T he poor and rude Vial avad wor nimree 503 vdlctts we 
Revilings of the Croud, jt lis bl: 2# 3611 2nolM ;a>bus is ny 


And whipt the m—_—_ world at laſl.co | FRG 5, 11cm b 


iL HQ! UG os 
now x1 46} br [001 *55 by. oe 
Cealc not to do ay ah AY the in 17h —_ f F 'S | me” _—_ 
And you'l ſucceed that great man S3BF+ 12: £1 basckn w v1 = \{ 
Beamont and witty Fletcber then as ha aud) bas ewoiiid yi "37 
Will yicld their Anticnt glories up to you. 7 
Gy on, your help you may oo long def 1/r rnem-Ih 2d bofvr1100s flat woY 
And then this Age mult give to you” © 286: 2:11,5918 211 F- —_—_ rd goigitsO 


What that to Ben did owe ; I” gin: q v ty b* 91 
yd c3ll you we ſpporer of ag Wh Theaters, oof Mo oh ol 8 


v1 0 111 So, Chats ion: by 
| 69liz 300122 21d £3153 7 £111 21459 b: ** "Protoze, 
* YIL | d = 


Prologue. 


He New Utopia ! 1;'s not pretsy tos | 
If this owr Comedy more ftr ange things ſhew 
Than all Romantick 7 ales y* ave heard of o1d 
Of h ve and bononr ? (though mire lately told.) 
And that you Ladier, ſee your Sex above 
The power of men,and ſo command their love ? 
But where's the Art t0 form theſe gay things bare, + + 
Led by that Angel Wit, you Cnticks fear ? 
bs ( Devil-like ) to Poets reach deſpair : 
N.y more; I'lthus of our men Attors ſay, 
They ſleight perhaps how you'll receive thu Play, - 
Like lazy Hirelings having ſhar'd their Pay: 
But for us Women, we proreft to Att. 
Above the men (bo are oblig'd by pat): 
And with that vigour willperform it too, 
Tow'l wiſh your own Amour: were ailed fo : 
Tho" *tis your int'reft to be plear'd to day 
T' incour age Poets (after bim) to pay | " 
As much beforehond me new'Blay. |} © 
And then tis Odds yow'l find ſuch cautious wit - 
That few will venturi wha bave ill ones writ, 
To be by Criticks and themſelves cr 41k 
b bi 


Th excuſe the Poet gives, it was < 

Perhaps like ſuch who in diſcogrſe Wine, 
Think all they write avid ſay it fine; * * 

Till wiſer thoughu PI 

» bere 


Tet be preſumes that moſt of all 
Have been content to þ Skr doyroptlur, 


When but a petty farce bas been gar > 
But I'd almoſt forgot thddyew abit oO 
A forfeit for each 


Tho” it bu\poft, 
T* have dar*dyou with leſs wit than ence, 
Like thoſe Romantick favours ſomie' ee, 

*Tis bere with Writers as with other men, +; 
Suppoſe 1bem rich, their wit you make ſo then: |. 
Do the like now, and you perhaps ma find - 
Tou'art not Conzen'd more in bei Lad. e019 
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Dramatis Perſone. 


Sir Adam Meridith. . . Nx; COngerbil.' © 
Sir Grave $ olymonr. . 'M. Medbyrn. 
Mr. Franckman, Mr. Harris. 
Polidor,a Noble perſan. Mt. Taung 
F eatlin .Son to Git 5 Solym. 'Mr. Gi 
Foppering. Mr. Nokes.. 
on Rp» oo IE 
Aro Mr. Shes AG ww 10 
Orlanda Curioſo. Mr. Spuffrd PINS: 


Serina, A noble Lady. VF 5y | 


C elinds. | - Mis... 
Exgena Wi EEE 
Petilla. q ' but In it Ee 

vhs - 
1. Lady. oF ores | ——y 


2. Lady. \ Clough... TE 
A Blackamoor Boy IR. edi Vo a Nh 
mer and Magiftrat uy COLI VISIT 


yy *i1 

agec and Attendants. - (2208 30 td Guia 1s ts, Wo _ a uT* 
$241 \ CEmEY __ x aid eQ433 8941 *YogquT 
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Scene, "Ropia -: 


Ty 
; $* - 
» . ry 


THE 
Six Days Adventure, 


OR THE 


NEW UTOPIA. 


The Firſt AR. _ 


— 


Eater Meridith and bis Boy. 


Oy! Fetch me a glaſs of Sack; 
Or no matter--- [_ Boy offers to go ont, 
I do not feelI want it, belides-I ſcorn 
That theſe gray-hairs ſhall be beholding to 
A dram of artificial mirth, 
I'll keepaCordial ſtill within me, here. 
Boy, What mean you Sir? 
Merid. To be from this day young again. 
Boy. That's impoſhble, Sir. | 
Merid.-'Tis-in my power, Boy; I find that Age 
Is partly affe@tation, a ridiculous gravity, 
Worſe than folly,or dotige. 
Haſt thou writ the ſong out fair I gave thee? 
Boy. I bave writ the Rhimetrue at leaſt, Sir; 
Ang that's it which makes the muſick. f 
"Merid. Away, away ; I ſhould be loath 
"" make ſuch a Satyrical repartec to any of our Pots : 
Give me the ſong. "0 


B Boy, Shall 


HMerid. 


©? 
Merid. No Boy, I'll not entertain my ſelf at 
3 


The Second hand 3 ſhould a Lady offer her voice 


» As amorous as I feel my ſelf to be, I'de - 
Rather deſire her pardon, arſd make uſe of my — 
Boy. Thivirpaſte ing yas everjngljn'd to mirt ve: [_ aſede. 
But this hasTo rm t cEbeine, thak did I but © 


Obſerve ſuch another Example, and were old enough 
To be skill'd in the Stars, I ſhould judge 
We had a various world towards. 
7 5 [Mgricigh boyiaggenderdouthy Song «While, 
þ.N | Qi! ( with abs air Po , re, ſings it, FS 


The Son * 
I 


% 


- 


i Ka Nature,-fometell,-growe-old, grows old, 
And youth and age decay 

Tr ſpight of all her winters cold © | _ 

1 merrily , ſing Rs 

My ages ſpriug:- 

And can love at this day, 

And cantove at this day. 


s 7 «. 
” 
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Whilſt on my hexd theſe hairs ds ſhow,. __ _ -- 
That time is old;notr © 0 wm 
Unleſs his hours mort youthful / © 
And Autumn meet | 
With Summers heat ; «- 
Who elſe muſt live and die. 
Leſs pleaſantly than 7.” * 


'- "p Enter $ir Grave Solymour 

Merid. Away boy & ſet my Lute & ) at the end ofthe ſong, who 

Viol in order--- ' ) flops bis ears bearing Me- 

4 SHdah Sug; oi... 

] would be yet merrier did I know how-.+ te * 
And teach time to grow young again, * ad, 

My joints I feel can ſpring a caper yet- 2: [Lfgheary 


Soly- 


-, E-. 

$oly. Fie Sir 4dam Meredith / What ſo vain? IT am 
Sorry I find cauſeto rebuke ite, in a man CEE 
Of your years. FEY ae CE + 

Merid. Good Sir Grave Solymonr do not infect me _ 
With your auſterity: as I bear the name of Adam 
So I will endeavour to bethe firſt Man of mirth 
Of mytime, | | 

Soly. What a vairr world have we towards 2 anold Man 
Turn'd young again ? Le, 

Merid. Werel belioiding to charms, like 
A ſon, your gravity might call me in queſtion; 

Or were infirm, and diſeaſ'd 3 or knew * 
Woman that de{pil*d my mirth, age, or me, as 
Perhaps ( though ſomewhat youdger,) you may find; 
I might have cauſe'tobeleſs jovial, but 

So long asI am reſoly'd to be youthful, 

Fate do thy worſt. - 

Soly. O times ! O manners ! , "= _- 

Merid, What call you good times, or manners, but 
Such'as canſpire molt with oux delights? Be it 
War or peace, I am reſoly'd to maintain m 
Humour 3 m—_— I am dead, my life ſha 
Oblige ſome Poet orother by ſpiriting _ 
Comedy with my CharaQeer. hy 

Soly, You have good luckif- you 'ſcape * . 
Whilſt you live - there are writers amongſt us 
Of ſuch barrety inventions, asthey are forc'd to 
Character the living, and could it but produce | 
Reformation amongſt us, Satyrica! Poets were - ESL” 
The moſt uſeful of all profeflionsin Vtopia.'' oO 

Merid, W hat call you Reforthation © a 

8oly. The ſuppreſiton of vanity and vice: 

Merid. m_ heard of ſuch —_— Engrend | Ithets 
That would inveigh openly again(t'all theſe, yet loy'd thei 
Regalio's, alu theclols ere brivate, Er 1d | 
I hope you are not of the ſame complexion, We 145-00 
' 8oly.There'snothing-more hardthan to difſemble ſafely-[4ſde. 
But Sir though yow cenfure freely, Thope 0D POSTS: x 
I may deſerve ſo much of your Charity to ba 
Be taken as I profeſs my ſelf to be. 


7 


B 2 : Merid, 


(a4). 


Merid. Vilbe as candid, as you can deſerve, or deſire me. 
Soly. To requite your favour, 1 Il put you in 
Mind of what you have cauſe to conſider. 
Merid. With all my heart,Sir. 
Soly, But whether 'twill fit your jolly humour 
I make a queſtion. 4 
Merid. You need not Sir, I am prepar'd for all 
Thipgs, the worldcan impoſe on me 3 a Non-reſident + 
Prieſt lives not ſo much ſe cera, as I do, 
And will do. | 
Soly; You might remember, we are this day in danger 
Df being unmann'd. FF 
Merid. How unmann'd ? Prethee how ? [ Feels below, 
I ſhould as unwillingly want any thing that belongs. to Manhood, 
As any man of twenty in Vtopia. 
Soly. Or what is worſe ( if not prevented ) our women. 
May this day claim the Government of us, and 
Our Country, by an unhappy cuſtom ſometime. 
PractiFd here. Is this no. judgment onour 
Vanities? £2 20 
Merid. A meer happineſs ! the only mirth I look'd for: 
I know our Law faies,their time is come, 
And happy our Gommon-wealth, thaislike to. . 
Exchange Clubs for Diamonds. 4 | 
Sly. But more unhappy Anceſtors. Where was their 
Judgments, their reſolutions in gratifying the 
Weak 'and vainer ſex, with ſuch a Law ? 'Tis torment to: 
My ſenſes. | \ 
Merid- But in mine the moſt natural of all Governments.. 
Wag not firſt man, then woman ? Soin dominion. here: 
Out conſtitution ſays,that they.and we mnſt. rule by 
Turns: Though as a man,] could be well enough contene 
My own ſex might beſtil] ſuperiour 5 but be merry and. 
mor * xp matter, Knight. nc) ; 
Soly.. Tat any man upward of 6a years ſhould be thug: 
62 pe, gp Well Soon tho” > 
May be as prone to vice, there is ſome hoppur in thy: 0 
Diſtrmlatic :A gilded pill degeives.theeye, though: | [4 


Exter- 


; | (5) is 
Enter Frankman. 


Merid. Mr. Frankman,well met. 
Frank. Sir Adam, I joyto ſee you ! I perceive there's no 
Decay of Mirth in you, whatſoever there is innature. 
Merid. Thanks be to heaven, I feel none : My gray hairs 
Do not leſſen my Genius, but rather improve it by 
Putting me in mind of the ſilver Age, of which the 
Poets Los ſo merrily in times paſt z and were ſixteen 
My Rival, I-ſhould think thatwoman too blame, 
That would not make me her choice; 
Frank. God a mercy old boy. | 
Merid. And how do the Ladies of our acquaintance? 
Fraxk. You would not makelove to them? 
Merid.Werel ſure they would not negle& me for theſe grayhairs, 
Ide ſay ſomething; 
Frank, A merry heart may do much, you know what 
Times are towards us; be. 5th | 
Merid. L know, I know; and have been winning of Sir 
Solymour; but he'sſo auſtere. | 
Frank, Oh he'sa man of magiſtracy, though Tbelieveno better 
A member of the Common-wealth,thanhe ſhould be. [ 4ſede.. 
Soly. And muſt bluſh with others; if I lay down my authority. 
At the foot of a petticoat : are you. fora reſignation Mr: 
Frankman? | 
Frank. Not violent;but rather indifferentsfince the Law allowsits 
Tho' I doubt not,we have ſome Magiſtrates of your grave 
Sence, that will unwillingly reſign. 
Solz, May heaven reward them! | 
Frank, But. when Tconfider the Novelty, To ſee this Lady vie- 
With t'other, for. beauty,place, and ſuperintendency 3 
*T will be fuch a gay government. 
Mere. And ſo ſportive and aery,. that an Anarchy under them: 
Would be pleaſant. 
Soly. Our predeceſſors, have been curs'd intheir Cradles, .or:what: 
Is worſe, fooP'd by their Wives.. 
Frank.. Donot torment your (clf ſo mach, good Sir Solymonr; the- , 
Utmoſt timois bur a year apda day, and'tis-odds, if they. 


1) 


(6) 
Obtain it, whether twill laſt to the next Moonlight, as 
Matters may fall out. ' 
Soly; Were it not for our (ins, Iſhould hope better things, 
But the time we live in, is degenerate, and vicious, above 
All others. 

Frank. A merevulgar error, maintain'd by ſome peeviſh examples 
Of formality, and age : Are not the Sun and Stars of the ſame 
Temper, and heat theyever were : The Elements likewiſe the 
S$arne, and conſequently our conſtitutions that depend on 
Theſe,not more variable or degenerate ia this than in other ages 
Of the world : but if your paſt youth have offended, or 
That you have any clandeſtine ſin lies heavy on your 
Conſcience, *twill become your gravity ia due time, to 
Repent, and acknowledge it. 

Merid. God a mercy, young heart, thou haſt ſpoke my ſence 
To purpoſe. ; 


Soly. And touches home, but I hope ignorant!y-- [4ſrde. 
I ſhould be loath to bluſh for my hypocriſy. * 
Ha; --- what noiſe is this 3 [ Hoboys ſound, 


Merid. Hoboys,Sir : In my younger years they were uſ'd 
On the (tage to repreſent ſtate and triumph, 


Enter Foppering. 


Frank, And he at the end on't? then we ſhall have an 
Enterlude to purpoſe. | 
Soly. By your leaves Gentlemen, I would be excuſ'd 
The hearingiof it. | [ Soly.offers to go ont, 
Frank. You ſhall not take it by your favour Sir, untill you 
Know the occalion of his preſenting himſelf thus. 
Foppering. A ha-- boys—- [ Hoboys again. 
Soly. I beſeech you Sir, I love no inſtrumental ſound, to which 
Purpoſe I have cauf'd all the inſtruments in my houſe 
To be broken. 
Frank, I tcar a ſign of no good naturein you. 
Merid. Or a itrange antipathy to mirth. . 
Fopp. Victory ! Victory, fellow Citizens,of Utopia ! 
Sely. Such an extravagance asthis,a man would leap down 
A precipice to avoid. 


Frank, 


(7) 


ink, Thegreat Mogul has not invaded us, and is beaten off ? 
= ods = atale boys,and thereby hangs a tale boys, 

Merid. Proceed thou ſpirit of joy. 

Soly. May not I withdraw yet? | 

Frank, Give him the hearing firſtz--Tt may concern our common- 
Wealth——Go on Sir. : 

Fopp. Why to tell you true Gentiles, as be it knownto all the 
World,l hate lying. 

Frank, That parentheſis might have been ſp:r'd. 

Fopp. Andas lama Gentleman of truth, and honeſty,as I 
ſaid before, — | 

Sol. "Yet again / 

WouldI were ina Mill that I might not hear the 
Whilſt; 

Fopp. Then know all abſent and preſent that I Tow Foppering 
Having bin the laſt night; at fome odds with my Wife, and ſo 
Forth as you know,'tis not eaſy for married Peopleto be 
Always even with one another. 

Frank. A pleaſant contention I hope. 

Fopp. We fell at laſt toſingle duel, 

Merid. Naked I hope. 

Fopp. As oldas you are, you'r miſtaken, had my ſhirt on 
And the her ſmock, 

Soly. O Monſtrous! Above the patience of Socrates to endure / 

Frank, Have a little more, he's coming to a period. 

Fopp. And,as I ſaid before, being both naked,or which is all 
One, in a ſ\wock, and ſhe in a ſhirt, as 1 told you already, 

' Frank, This isone ſymptom of a lyar-- he wants memory— 
Butno matter, —— 

Fopp. We fell to hand and foot, ——0= 

Merid. And nothing elle ? 

Fopp. And to ſay truth I had the better on her by a fall ortwo, 
And brought her to ſuch a ſubmilſlion, that tor my ſake 
Shel not attempt torule in private or publick. 

Frank, Mark that Sir Solijmonr; would the reſt of cur 
Females could be ſo compounded with, 

Fopp. Nay more to our greater joy, fellow Citizens 
Give me her wordthat ſhe wwuld oppoſe her ſex in our 
Behalfes, if they did but offer at government. 

Soly. Is this certain ? > 


JI made ber, 


Fopp: 
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Forp. She promiſd it on her knees, as1 love ſtew'd pruines, 
Fiek, Loon there Sir, and yet you are ſo ſevere, you would 
Not hear ſo much. 
Soly, 1 confeſs my error, and beg your pardon,Sir;zyou may be 
Taken notice on for a Patriot of your countrey. 
' Merid. A Parrot rather,for in my ſence he talks byroart, 
Soly. By your leave Gentlemen. 
Fg I hope you'l conveigh this good news,as occaſion 
ves, | 
Fopp. And extol my exploits with due praiſe. | 
Soly. Your deſerts oblige it. _ [ Ex.Sir Solymovr. 
Fraz#k. A ſtiff piece of formality, | 
Merid, And uſed ſuch diſcourſes againſt mirth, and vanity |-—— 
Frank, O he has gotlately into office (perhaps beholding to his 
Mony,which ſometimes creates honour,and preferments,fooner 
Than wit or honeſty--- You pleal'd him Mr. Fopperizg 


O a hair, 


Fopp. I am glad to do my friends,and the publick,ſervice; 
Enter Peacock, 


Frank. Mr. Peacock well met. | 
Peac. And ſo are you Mr. Frankman, and you,Sir Adam. But 
Far you Mr. Foppering, 1am more than your tres humble 
Dervitenr. 
Fopp: I return your ſalutation in my mothers tongue,for want 
Of a better, Sir, giving you my embrace thus. [ They bugg. 
Frank. O here werea light indeed totrouble golymonrs 
. Patience--- but Mr. Peacock: 
_ Peac, Your ready obſerver : 
Frank. Sparing my return of your complementzhad you been here 
Even now. 
Pear. What then ? Sir ? X 
Frark, Why you have loſt the ſeeing of ſuch a ſight. g 
Peac. Alight Sir. 
Frank. Yes Sir,and ſuch an one as the glory of Rome cart parrallel 
Yourfriend Mr. Foppering hath had ſuch a victory, and 
Trinmph upon it- } 
Fopp. Good Sif,no moreza ſlight paſſage betwixt my wife and me, 
/ Frark. 


\. 


- 
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Frazk. 'Tis your Modeſty to call it fo. 

Peac. Nay Mr. Foppering,tt you wyl conceal from your friend- 

Fopp- Why in good faith, Mr. Peacockito. tell you true,l am 
Aſham'd to mention it; Ihad only a ſingle Combat , 

With my wife,and as I may tell you andthe reſt of my | 
Friends,had ſomething the better on her LaUycſhip.. 

Merid- *Bating the folly, I have not met with ſuch ajolly paſſage 
I konow not when. — 

Frank- You mult allow alittle. 

Merids With all my heart, proceed- | 

Frank: And yet you'l graat her a ſmart one, as molt this 
Clime hath produc'd- - 

Fopp. That [ confeſs Sir, but as we men of valour ſay, The more 
Danger,the more honour: 

Peac. Paſſion on my heart,a brave expreſſion : O that I had a 
Wife too! — 

Frank. To what purpoſe >—— . 

Peac. Marry that I might beat her more to purpoſe (a Wife, 
Than ever woman was beaten;but though I amnot ſo happy to have 
I have a miſtreſs I dare be bold with rl go preſently 
And ſwaddle her loundly. 

Fopp. Do, do, Mr. Peacock; if ſhe be a woman, ſhe cannot but 
Deſerve It. | 

Frank, By no means Sir,'twere unjuſt--- [Frank, ſtays bins 

Peac. I beſeech you Sir,permit me as you love my honour: 

Frank. That's a motive indeed. 

Peac. And you ſhall ſee whata triumph I'll ſhow you, (ſhall outdo 
Fopperings) with a Drum and flying Colours, which1 aflure 
You,in contempt fhall be made of her Petticoats. 

Merid. Spare me, ſpare me, Frankmar, I ſhall die laughing elſe. 

Frank, Come / you ſhall help toperſwade— [To Foppering. 

Fopp-With all my heartzI was never againſt reconciliation, whether 
It were with man or woman. 

Perc. Well Sirs,if you had nut interceeded, I had paid her 
Coat for her, I'de have you to know, I do not fear 
Taffetty,when 'tis in my way. 

Frank, On my Conſcience thou canſt at the partof a man under 
A Petricoat--- but enongh of this matter. 

We muſt now be ſerious. 


Peac. 'Good faith; "Twas my buſneſs Sir, Tho'I took this heat- 
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way, a maſrmuſt ſtand upon honour you know Sir. 
n Ar Þ coofeſs you all ade well do otherwiſe, and fuch a: 
Preſident as Mr. Foppering to emulate. » 

Fopp. Excuſe me Sir, I have no ſuch ambition but by way of 
Diſcourſe, or ſo forth. 

Frank. Ts not this pleaſant Meredith # : 
Mer. It tickles me over and over 3 I conld find in my heart to 
Make a Copy of verſes on the occalionz I find my wit 
Youthful tool thank my Stars. 

Frank. By no means, twould diſhonour your Muſe,and is rather a 


Fit {ubje tur our Lampooners that went invention 
Otherwiſe. 


Petc. But to be ſerious, as you were ſaying Sir, would ask. 
You a capital queſtion, 


Frank. What is It F bs 


Peac. Why,I would deſire your judgment whether my periwig ibe 
A la mode or no # or whatſay you Sir? or you Sir ? i 
prank, A capital queſtion indeed amongſt many of our Gallants. 
Aſide. 
HMerid. Vihy Sir, Ljudge it fits as well on your head, as ary) 
On any mans it fits worſe. 
Fopp. Would mine did deſerve one as good. 
pea. And for my Cloaths Gentlemen ? 
Frank. Exact to a Thread. 


Peat. In good ſooth——1 am afraidthey-arenot fantaſtical 


Enough as the world goes — but I have provided others 
With ſuch an invention / 


Merid. As how ! as how ? 

Peac, Why,as I am call'd Peacock, ſo T am reſolv'd my habit: 
Shall be various,that is to ſay, as much as in me lies, 1 
Will Carry my Name on my back; Is not this an invention ? 

Frank; Excellent/there's not ſuch a Toyiſh thing thought on, ſince 
Veſts were firſt in uſe. 


Peace, But an hours patience, and if my Taylor be not 
And breake his word with me, you ſhall behold me 
Feacock-like indeed--. Fle ſpeak to bim about it, 
Preſently, 


Frank, You can't do better, 


perfidious 


[ Ex, Peac.. 


l Enter. 
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Enter Serina, Criſpina, Ingenia, FFopp. obſeurer himſelf 
Petilla and other Ladies. _- : Cwhen he ſees his wife. 


Mezrid.Ladies,your humble ſervant. 
Serin. You preſerve your mirth ſtill,Sir Adam. 
Merid. And ſhall do, fair ones, as long as I haye to do 
With fleſh and blood, the fires of love are not 
Extinguilh't yet, I thank providen c. 
Serin. A ſpritely piece of antiquity. | 
Euge. And of any ingenious humour: were Icourted by him, 
As Iama Virgin, I think I ſhould not have the heart 


To deny him. 
frank, Madam =—Tam yours. [To Criſpina 
Criſp. You have mythanks,but1 ſhall hardly take you 

At your word. 


prank; 1am ſure you'l not be ſo unkind to forget, 
Criſp. Not that we have talk'd of love,or ſo—— pray 
Ladies,forward, the time is expir'd already, 
Frank. For what? 
Petil. To poſleſs and enjoy what belongs to us 
You Sons of earth. 
Frank. They'l not allow us to be ſons of women ſhortly. 
Petil. And ſhe that will quit her ſhare in government,may 
She never have an obſequious ſervant, or obedient 
Huſband. | 
Frank. T hat were too much Madam, 
Merid. A Btisk Lady i'faith. 
Serin, Now by your leave Gentlemen ——— . 
Merid, I am ſorry you afford usſo ſhort » happineſs, your 
Company's a ſecond life to me. 
petil.We have ſome affairs with our body politick. [ Ex. Ladies. 
Frank, llſecethey will have a pull for the Government 
Come off how we can —— but wheres Foppering? [ F OPP.diſcovere, 
Fopp- I had ſomeoccafion to ſtep aſide a little 
Frank, And your Wife here,I could not have thought it: 
Fopp. But L did Sir, on ſome Conliderations, p 
Merid, 1 ſuppoſe fo. : 
Frank, Prethee follow her and keep hef in humour(if 
Poſlible)it may be of concern to our common-wealth, 
C 2 Fopp. 
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Fopp. You ſhall command me Sir--- but if Icome within her 
Reach, it ſhall be againſt my will [Ex.Fopp. 
Frank, A Bragadochio Fopp,and aſſure as T live his wife beats him. 
Merid. I would not wiſh to {ee it, though *twere ſome diverſion,as 
He carries the matter. | : [ Emter poy 
Boy. Some of the Chief Magiſtrates of Utopia, 
Deſire admittance. 
Merid. Wait on them hither —-— '  [ Ex. Boy. 


Enter Sir Solunour with five or fix Magiſtrates who are 
ſhew'd Seats. 


« $oly. By your favourSir, you muſt be here, your years 

Require the reſpect. | ; 

Merid. You muſt excuſe me Sir, I have done with debates and' 
Councels of this kind, and the world's welcome to me, 
Which way ſoever it turns, thanks to my Genius. 

1. Magis. You are much alter'd of late. 

Merid.For the better I hope--but to your buſ*neſs, here is my place, 

Frank. And wine here Meridith aud Frank, ſcat them- 

Soly. The buf neſs, fathers, 3 ſelves at the lower end of theReſs. 
That requires our conſideration,is a high point of Government. © 

2.Mag.And of no leſs concern,than whether we men ſhall govern, 
Or this Common-wealth have women Magiſtrates that in order 
Of nature ſhould be our ſubjects, 

I. Magis, Prudently ſtated, _ | 

3- M:gis, Though it be acknowledg'd that our Law doth give 
"Them right at this time, 

Soly, But notexecuted within mans memory, I'take ic, 

I. Mag. —_ | m—_ 

2. Mag. And may. be therefore, the more reaſonably prevented. 

Soly.Belides the vanity & ſcandal,ſuch a government Mn 5 wg 

3. Magis. Spoke like Sir Grave Solymonr. 

Frank, Wha pains does he take to be thought— Aſede to 
Better than he 1s ? hoſe! 

Merid. "Tis his way, tis his way 3 tho*Tam aſham'd that a man 
Of his age,ſhould have a diſpoſition ſo antipathiz'd 


To mine. [ To Frank, 
Soly, 
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$oly. Theſethings being conſider'd --I judge it ſuitable to 
Our Gravities anddiſcretions,to detain the power in 
Our hands. 

3. Mag. The world cannot but applaud it. (time ? 

1. Magis. But what ſhall we do to govern our wives in the mean 

2. Mag. That's a queſtion indeed fellow Citizen,conſidering how 
Abſolute they rule at home, 

1. Mag. And as much affect it in private affairs, in ſo much tha#x 
Sometimes the mannagement of Kingdomes,and States, comes 
Under their power:What think youGenlemen?[ To Frank. & Merid. 

Frank. That I am happy in being not marri'd. 

Merid. And 1,that Iam able to love yer. 

Sol,.. Fy, you are not ſerious, 

2. Mag. And (ſpeak.from the queſtion, (as 

Frank, 1 ſuppoſe ſome of your Gravities will be ableto apply it, 
* Your Wives may handle the matter. 


Enter Foppering baſtily, ant in diſorder. 


Fopp. O Gentlemen ! 

Soly. What's the bul'neſs ? 

Fopp. Outragious things in agitation / our Women are turning' 
Mankind,and uling of their vigours the wrong way. 

Merid,T hat were a ſtrange Metamorphoſis. 

Fopp. I ſaw atleaſt a dozen uppermoſt with men under them, 
Who lay as flat as flounders ; the Streets crowded, and 
Diſorder'dz ſweet- hearts and their ſervants together by the 
Ears; Huſbands beaten by their Wives twice over. 

Frank. And how 'ſcap'd you ? | 

Fopp. Excule me Sir 3 you know my ſuperintendency—Beſider 
Potts, Kettles, Dripping-pans, and Skillets, ſuch Weapons 
As I thought women would not have fought with 
Out of doors, have made ſuch batteries, and brokemany 
A hard and hora d forehead, I ſuppoſe 

Merid. T his will make work for Tinkers- 

Fopp. Enough to employ that Trade in my conſcience 2anN-2g0. 

So/y. What a Moonof madaeſs are we come to? 

C 3 Frank.. 


4 
. 


(14) | 


Frank, But you have undertaken for your wife Sir? 

Popp- As far as the beſt memberl have can ſerve the. Common. 
Wealth *tis yours : in the mean time, PFll ſee what becames 
Of my Spouſe amongſt the reſt --- [Ex. Fop. 

Soly. Anobliging perſon Gentlemen your aſliſtance, 

Frank, Todo any but fight with women or cats, ' 

Merid. Rather let usendeavour to bring them into humour,and 
So quit their pretences that way. 

2. Mag. 1 tear 'tis impoſſible! Here are ſome Enter Petilla 
Of the Female Party. is Criſpina. 

Frank. And Foppering's wife one of them. 

Merid.Were he preſent,” T is odds we ſhould ſee a ſmart Combat 
 Betwixt them. [ Petilla and Criſpina ſet wp their arms. 
Petil. Now Gentlemen; you that deny our 
Authority, make it good and meet us man 

To Woman,if you dare. 

Merid. Well ſaid ſpirit of YVenw. 

Criſp: There's my Glove to ſecond her, tak? who pleaſe, 

Frank. I'll rather kiſs it, and returnit you aga 

Soly. This ſurpaſſes Amazonian impudence. 

Frank, Or rather ſhews us that women will do more for power 
Than Love, we ſeldome find they venture to die for that ; 1 
Preſumeto ſay ſo much in your behalf, Madam, 

Criſp. Keep your diſtance Sir, and know with the reſt you have 
But one hour to anſwer our demands 

Petil, That's too much by one Moiety,it ſhall be but half an hour. 

1- Mag. And to whom mult we apply? 

Petil. Totholſe with us,who repreſent the good women of the 
Nation. 

Tm—_ of the good people, one of our old Common-wealth's 
ETMS. 

2. Mag. Is there no accomodation to be had ? 

Criſp. Not any, until the power's firſt acknowledg'd ours. 

Petill. Without which you ſhall have War, private and 
Publickz The Plagues of Agypt ſhall be ſhort of what 
We Women will wflid on men that are diſobedient. 

1 ſuppoſe the moſt of you have Wives or Miſtreſles, or both, 
Ando adieu--—- Ex.Womesn, 

Frank. A menace to purpole, 

1. Mag. A Fury could not have expreſt the like. 

vr 
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Sely. What Cataſtrophe are we like to ſuffer ? 
Merid. A Gentle one at worſt, Ile warrant you,” 
o but being Amorous, and plea ſant, [Drum bets: 
. Mag.” Ha! what noiſe js this £ more alarms towards 


Would lt were fairly rid of my ofhce. 
2. Mag. Orthat Iha#givett op mine'to wy Wife, \vithout- 
A demand-——my foxchead/will ake forit Lear, / 
omn. Mag. Again,agdin. | [Trumpes ſoundr. 
_ 'I18 a Trumpet. 
. Mag, Our womenare taking tiorſe then.: | 
Frank, To ſcratch us with their Neil your Dawes agim, 
Soly. O 1 am aſtonilft'd / 6: 
prank, Have you no wool to ftop your Ears ? NV 
"5oly. 1fearl ſhall never hear more. 
Merid. Ha, ha, ha / Icannot chaſe but laugh,ſbould: 
I die for't. \ 
Frank, You need not apprehend;the Drum and Trumper 
Speak comfort and ſound a parly. 
Soly. Then let us breatha while——and ſo repent of our ſins: 
Frank. Do,good Sir,with the reſt of this reverend preſence,with- 
Put on your night-Capps, and-fo confider what*s tobedone.. (draw z\ 
Omn- Mag. Your advice is obliging and: ag 
prank, Come ——_ Wa dunes, 
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Enter Sir Salimour and three Mogiſheres 


Soly, Wiſh1 knew how to dirs Gravitiess 1 
1.Mag.y Yourcounſel has been ever prudent. ' 

Solz. But things art come to ſuch an Exigent: 

2, Mag. And the more violent,for the Ny pps we have to deal with: 
Being WOmen, . 


1-Mag-Beſides many of them wives,that havebeenin full command 
Already. 


+> 


Soy; 


Soly.1 muſt confeſsit isthe fate of moſt Cities(tho'a deployable one) 
To ſuffer under the female Yoake: Every puſs that dares but 
Scratch,will offer at ſupremacy. (be;belides ——= 
2. Mage And make not a few of us greater beaſts than we ſhould 
Soly, Methinks this creature, Woman, much reſemblesthe Eel,on 
Which-thete's leaſt hold to be taken by the tail, 
2 Mag, Your Gravity ſays right:*Tis a Qippery propriety we have 
In that Sex. : 
Soly. But hard to be reform'd, lince ſo ſpiteful a decree 
Of Nature,that the moſt ſerious can hardly rehiit it, nay 
Content to make love ſometimes their recreation and _ - 
Leiſure. | 
3- Mag, We muſt acknowledg it. 
it Soly, I wiſh we could not, but as the Poet ſings 3 
| Et mentem dedit ipſa Venus : *Tis 10 vs, and will have 
To do with us, 


Enter Frankman. 


k. 1- Mg. Here comes Mr. Frankman- 
if þ $oly.l beſeech you, what news ? 
Frank., Not better Sir,than 1 could wiſh—— gur women 
Are violent till. . 
1. Mag. Not tobe compounded with on reaſenable terms 2 - 
Frank. There are but tew.of that Sex, will uſually hear 
Propoſitions of that kind. 
2. Mag- _—_—_ we are content to govern with-them? 
3- M4g- And ſo joyn body politicks? 
2. Mag. Orthat we might govern by day, and they by nighe. 
goly. An Empire ſs divided, 1thiak Imight comply with. 
Frank, Tjudgeyou would Sir, but they require a dominion 
Somewhat more abſolutel fear z belides moſt wives have 
Alarger P rerogative alfeady,than you mention. 
3 Mag. That's granted, 
Mat B ut an immodeſty, and fin as big as impudence to 
; 'WACc It. | | 
4 Frank, 'Tis not deny'd—— Nor can blame you for repining 
F At theſe days, Sir. S9/ymonr. 
Soly.To have power of life and love too. 


Frank, 
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Frank; 1 Confeſs it ſevere— but for ſuch as haye wives 
1 ſuppoſe they may hold their Capacities, with the - 
Aſiiſtance of ſome others, to ſerve their Cures : for us that 
Have none,We mult do as well as we can ;: Women 
Are like fruittubFields 3 if they lie fallow *cis our 
Own faults --- but let that paſs. You muſt remember 
Your utmoſt time is expjr'd. - » 
Soly. 1s there no withholding What [ Enter Sir Adam. 
Says Sir Adam Meridith? 
Merid, If you mean Power, let it paſs, and be merry without it» 
The Females have gotten the rein in their Mouths, there's 
No pulling of them back : I have perſwaded all my Friends 
And acquaintances to comply. 
Soly, Is't poſbble ? 
Merid. O Sir, I wouldnot loſe the pleaſure oftheir regency 
To tell my years back again. 
Frank, You lee Magiſtrates, how we are divided in opinion. 
1. Mag. Ts thereno remedy 7 
Frank. None as I ſuppoſe; you have mov'd a Neſt of Hornets 
T hat have ſtings ſome where. 
Merid. And will be about yourears preſently,except you conform, 
Soly. Sincethere is no prevention I comply. . 
Frank, Away, away Sirs, leſt the time be'elaps'd and they inflict * 
Puniſhment for it, or put us in the Stocks, as ſome, Non-con- 
Formiſt-Prieſts deſerve amongſt us. 
2. Mag. Weſhall haſte with ceremony and obſervance. - 
Merid. Leſt you hear the Drum and Trumpet again, to put you 
In mind of your duty --- away,away-= ;, { Ex, Soly. and Mag, 
prank, So, lo: the work's done. 
Merid, 1 would not haveit undone,for any pleaſure 1knowz 
The Novelty mult be delightful; and to ſpeak truth *' 
Our Maſculicve Common-wealth like others in the World 
Hath been faCtious enough, | 
Frank, There's a Magiſterial ſpirit of diviſion in the be?, that 
-vcilrcad of, and not ſeldome de {troys it felf : —but 
To oblerve how our horn'd Citizens will wear their Brow 
\mlcrs,under this new Militia, and government, and ſuch 
/\ Common-wealth of love toward | 
Mori. As will put down Love's Kingdome I warrant thee, 
The more won anith, the more intereſt for men of 
D \ Kind 
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Kind complexions, | 
___ Frank. Were I a woman, for thy humour's ſake, Ithink 
F ſhould love and admire thee —— | 
Who have we heres Peacock? . Enter Peacock dreſft in a ba- 
Merid. And dreſt (0 like himſelf:13 bit of peatherr. 
Wilh you Joy of your new habit. -Fby 
' Peas. *Tis anew mode Iconf@6Sir, but.I hope it ſuits 
Both my name, and Genius; 
Frank. Oto a Feather Sir : I dare commend your fancy ſo 
Farr——and where had you the" Pattern'® 
Peac. As faroff as the Indies : 1thought none nearer Airy 
Enough for me. 
Merid.A pleaſant and ingenious people, I have heard much of 'em. 
Frank, O Sir, they can make bows and arrows out of a red 
Herring : and for their Cloaths, they make them as you ſee 
Mr. Peacocks, by uling the Feathers of Parrots, and Para- 
lletlO 5. | | 
. peace. You are inthe right,Mr. Frankman. 
' Merid. And can they fly when they have done ? 
Frank, I know not that, and yetT ſuppoſe them as near a Kin 
To Farzz, as any Nation living — *Prethe Peacock, © 
Let me be beholden to thee to deſcribe ſome other of 
Their qualities. | « 
Peas. Why Sir,they have an eſpecial faculty of uttering 
© Theirminds in verſe on all occaſions, and though they 
Walk in Feathers like Birds, as you ſee me, yer they 
Are very profound in ſpeech that way., 
Merid. And afte& poeſy it ſeems. | 
frank, He means [ ſuppoſe the leaſt part on't which is rhime. 
Merid, I thank you-for your information : in my whole 
TimeT have not heard the like. 
Frank, But to return to your ſelf again,whom I conceive to be 
= ſmall wonder amongſt the reſt in agitation amongſt 
Peac, "Tis my deſire Tafſure you to be the greateſt; 
Frank. Iperceive it is; The Owl among the Birds 
Will-be nothing to what you'l be. | 
Pea. I hope ſo Sir ; and totell you truly, I have ſuch an 
AﬀeCtionto thatBird; as I have alter'd my Coat of 
Armzs,on that Coglideration. . 


Merid. 


(19) 
 Merid. As how Sir, as how? 
Peac. Why Sir, by placing the Owl there inſtead of the Eagle, 
Being a Bird not only more admir'd, but fitter tv blazon | 
A Coat than any other. 1 hope the beralds will be beholding 
To me for this invention, 
Merid. By my heart a pleaſant Imagination. 
Frank.And reaſon too, fince they have been ſo indiſcreet hitherto 
As to expreſs Coats of Arms as obſcurely as the Z#gyprians 
Did their Hieroglyphicks. A man cannot gueſs whether 
Originally they belong'd toan honeſt man, fool, or 
Knave but then Sir, for your Courtſhip? 
Peac. What call you that ? 
Merid, He means love : A man of thy years and underſtand the 
Word no better ! | | 
Frank, And but evennow confeſy'd he had a Miſtreſs 
Peac, Now I conceive you Gentlemen; a little warm tickling 
Thing, I havefelt ic ere now about me, ſleeping, and waking. 
Frank. The very ſame. . 
Peac. Why tben I would have you to know,my Amours(asI take 
It a Modiſh word.) | 
Frank. Its fo. 
Peac. That isto ſay my Amours, ſhall be of a newer mode 
And moſt ſyitable to my humour, and this Airy habit. 
To which purpoſe I have lately bid Adieu to my Miſtreſs 
I told you of- - Wy 
Frank. 1could not have believ'd a man of your complexio 
Could bu been fo cruel. , 21% Th 
Feac, In good faith, Gentlemen, I could contain no longer, 
And was fain to entreat her patience Oo . 
Merid. You have not beat herl hope,as you threatend you 
Would,on a late occaſion, | 
Peac, No,by my life 3 and gave her as good Sugar, as ever was 
Given in words 3 but told her,ſhe muſt excuſe Her friend 
Jack Peacockgit henceforward he did not love her ſo 
Well as himſelf- 
Frank. 1f that be all *tis excuſable,fince few love in this age* 
On other terms;the more ſhame for Cupid. 
Peac. . But Sir, I gave her to underſtand I would be in love 
With my ſelfonly, and that I was reſolv'dto think that 
I am the Yexrns and Cupid, and not ſhe. 
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Merid. This is ſomewhat extraordinary indeed. 
Frauk. And when came this bumour into your Imagination * 
Peac; But two hours ago, as I read theFable of Narciſſus, 

And have been ſo troubÞd ever lince I cannot come at 

My own face to kils it, that tobe reveng'd:of Fate 


I kave broken a Douzen looking Glaſſes within this half- 


Hour : © 1could t6 liug tatfe Cheeks of mine / | | 

Frank. LIwilh you could come at your polteriors with it, 
' Peac, Nay Ican kiſs any place that belongs to me, I have 
Begun with my Brealt as ſweetly as if they had been Dugs 
Ot Feaus, next tomy Armes, and embrace my (elf 
Thus then kiſs my hands and Sigh, and ſo forward 
To my great Toe. 

Merid. O Admirable! half a Dozen humours as new as 
This, would zeſtore Comedy, again. ' : 

Frazk,' Of which our Pocts are infuch want, or ſo barren of 
Invetition, that without being a Vaſe, *tiseaſy toſcent 
Their Fox-like-theFts, from Plays and farces, to which they 
Not ſeldome add their own rank libells to compleat their 
Number of Characters. | 

Merid, And in this Motly manner abuſe their friends and 
Acquaintance. WL 

Frank 1,and one another too, I have known it done, 

Peac. O ſweet lelt, ſweet ſelf / would to Heaven that Nature 
Or Art could afford me ſuch another ſelf. 

Merid. This s {uch another Narciſſus. " 

Frank, But a greater Fopp than Vother wasfeign'd to be—and 
{hive a device will fit himto a hair.. . | 

Merid. *Prethee let him know it. 

Peac. How ſhall 1 love thee and admire thee enough, my ſect. 
Pretty fine delightful ſelf O thatI might be ſuch 
Ancther [cif unto my ſelf, ; 

Frank, Well Sir,tuppoſcl put your deſires in-12 way tv be ſery'd. 

Peac. To be made ſuch another man as am, do youu mean Sir ? 

Frank, What elſe Sir;zto be ſuch another man as you are without 
Stay ing thetime to begee him, that's your delire £ 

Peze. The very lame Sir. ' 

AMerid, Hagha,ha ! bee'd be madetwoand yet continue ſtill one.. 

here's no miracle above it: 
fraeni; And thusT adviſe you : There's in the City a man that: 
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I have heard of, who undertakes to effed ſtrange things 
Without the help of Nature, nay, for a need In ſpight of 
Her Teeth. 
Peac. As how Sir 2 © (which 
Frank, Why,by extraQting of Eſſences, and Quinteſlences, with 
He pretends to make Gold as falt as one will butter 
Eges, or any thing out of nothing if he pleaſes. 
Peac. This is the perſon I would know above the world. 
And what his profeſlion ? | 
Frank, Heis called a Vertuoſo in gencral,but held to be a 
Kind of Magician and Chymiſt together, md ſo forth. 
Peac, Hee l not raiſe a ſpirit I hope. 
Frank, Not that any body ſhall ever ſee Te warrant you, however 
By his Art he pretends to as great matters 3 as Reſtau- 
rations of Nature, making the Elements a new, out 
Of which he can draw fire as pure,as that with which proxe- * 
thens kindl'd life in man firſt ; and ſuch feats as theſe. 
peac. Away vir, to him by any means / but where ſhall I 
Find him? 
Frank, That I forgot indeed, why he lives very near the Labour 
In vain,if you oper-your month in the next Strect 
You'l hear of him, and withall let him know I 
Commend youto him, I know hee*s fool cnough ! 
To believe as great an impoſlibility, | [ Aſede; 
Peac. Iwith that my Feathers woyld ſupply me with Wings 
That 1 might fly to him.— [Ex. Peacock. 
Merid. You have fent him away in a Mood indeed 3 Nay, 
Belteving that this Miracle ſha]l be effefted of him. 
Frank. The vanity of his humour and weakneſs of his ſence 
Docs ſufhciently comply to that purpoſe—Belides 
There's no bettef way to reform folly, than when it ſuffers 
By it's own Extravagance : Yoo mu-h of felf- love in any 
Kind deſerves ſome puniſhment. 
Merid. A moſt ingenious piece of Juſtice, . 
Frank, And yet *tis obſervable that foolery, as well as- 
Knavery, has ever had a favourable growth amongſt us, 
Merid. Like that we ſee in Tulips, there's none more gaudy: 
Than the fool, or of better cfteem ——1 {wppote there 
May be found as good a Meraphor for the latter;z but 
Give us Mirth, 2nd honeſty with it, and ng mattef cn- 
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"What Syſteme the World Moves. —— 


Enter Foppering. 


$ee!here comes Foppering. 
Frank. One that is as excellent in his kind as Yother. 
Merid.But not of ſo ſingular a Genius, as to be in love with bimfelf. 
Fopp. Well brain of mine, I am beholding to thee for ſomething. 
Frank, 1 think not : now Mr. Foppering / how go matters ? 
Fopp. So, {o, Gentlemey. 
Merid. Is that all from a man of thy invention ? 
Fopp. My friends of Mirth, you ſhall not ſay that Tom Foppering 
Has not ſomething extraordinary to ſay, if occalion ſerves. 
Frank, I thought ſo ——but haſt not been at Civil wars with thy 


' Wife again. 


Fopp. For my wife Sir, ſhe and I agree as we'pleaſe,and ſometime 
Ditter,if we think fit, tho' we know not why : There's 
Deſtiny in Marriage as well as in ſomething elſe—— you 
Know of. | 

Merid. We conceive you to athread. 

Fopp. But Ican tell you of a greater female wonder than you 
Have heard of yet, will you believe me? | 

Frank. As far as we have cauſe at leaſt. 

. Fopp. F'y, fy, you muſtallow ſomething more to a friend 

Than that comes to 3 *cis but an ordinary Civility as the 
World goes. 

Merid. You ſhall have it then- 

popp. Why then I muſt tell you, we have ſtrange times towards. 

prank. That may be believ'd 3 and Women to govern. 

Fopp. But my proof that we ſhall have ſuch,is more miraculous 
Than all. 

Frank. Proceed,we area little in haſte. 

Fopp. Nay, you muſt not be in too much haſte neither,there are 
Degrees in all things;but to come to the matter, 

Merid, Do 'prethce, thate prolixity, as I do ill humour. + 

' Fopp. Tis ſomewhat of the biggeſt to get out. 

frank. Swallow it back again, 

Fopp. But you ſhall have it egregiouſly—and know that I Tow 
Foppering (aw this very Moon. | 
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rrank. Where is ſhe? this is day, and the Sun ſhining.. 

Fopp. Nay, and you”! put me out, who can help it. 

Frank. Suppoſe it the Moon then. | 

Fopp, Why then Sir, Lſaw that very Moon, you and I fuppoſe, put: 
On a Milk-maids hat in yonder Grove laſt night, 

Frank. And did not you make love to her? 

Fopp. In good ſooth Icould not chuſe. 

Merid. You had been ro blame elſe, and ſo acted Endymions: 
Part to purpoſe.—- ha —— 

Fopp. Nay, you know Icarrdo as much with hand and foot 
As agother —— but it fell out we were prevented (o 
Unluckily. 

Frank. As how, prethee ? 

Fopp. Why an unlucky Owl, gave a Whoop, and frighted her: 
To the very place you ſee herſhine in now. 

Frank. That's the Sun once more, Animal. 

Fopp. But left this Slipper behind her, which will kiſs 
Often,andcall her Miſtris ſtil]. 

Merid., A Slip-ſhoo'd Moon. . 

Fopp. But friends not a word tomy Wife. 6 

Frank, Or if ſhe knew it,ſhe'd hardly be jealous. 

Fopp. By the next Moonlight or before, you may know 
More perhaps of her favours. 

Frank, Inthe mean time thistale of thine, does equal,if not' 
Surpals,the greateſt Doftor of Fablesamongſt all the 
Poets. 

Fopp. That's the ambition of my ingenuity, Sir. 

Frank, I believe thee Tow!/What a Dialogue had this been to have 
Puniſh'd Sir Grave Solymour with. | 

Merid. And the Exclamations he would have made againſt vanity 
Enough to have tir'd a dozen Veſtals one by one. 
I was never ſo ſick of Age, as ſince I knew his Gravity. | 

Fopp. Pleaſe you Gentlementhat I go and make a relation to 
Him on purpoſe ? | [_Emter Criſpina aud Eugenia. 

Frank. You ſhall not at this time-See here 

Are ſome of our Lady Magiſtrates-- [ They go towards enr.. 

criſp. How /. Men, and come thus boldly towards us! where are: 
Your manners ? | j 

Ewge--Iſuppole you know we are Dames now. 

Aerid. And. Pliant ones 1 hope, Iſhould be loath to live an: 
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Hour longer elſe, as quick as 1 fee] life about me, 
Exge. A\ſmart humour of an old one. 


Criſp. But we 2re now tothiak of power, and men after 
As occaſion ſerves. | 


Enter Pcti!la. 


Frank: But play not the Tyrant with us Ladies, we wiſh 
Your Dominion well, provided you'llove,and lo forth: 
Petil. My huſband here! T'll ſtopa little [_She hides her. ſelf. 
Criſp. *T will not belong &re we ſhall acquaint you with what 
we require in order to your obedience. | 
Frank, We are your ſubjects already Ladies--but to tell you truth-- 
Here is a Gentleman that is a ſmall diſſenter, having 
Had ſome difffrence lately with his wife, about Supremacy, 
Fopp. A ſmall contelt Ladies,as much as came to a blow with the 
Smart of my hand; or fo. ' 
Mezrid. And ſomewhat betwixt your feet, was't not ? 
Fopp. 1 thank your remembrance; but 1 am ſv good natur'd that 
1 chaſtiſe nd forgive her afterwaxds. 
etil. Do you ſo Sir? | Diſcovers her ſelf. FFopp. offers to go ont. 
SITY Nay, make it Lo now Sir. / / 4 rope olds "| 
petil. And has brag'd Iſhould be no Miſtriſs Magiſtrate 
Of the Commnon- wealth, has he not ? 
Frank. | ſuppoſe he will not deny it. 
Fopp. Excuſe me Sir, as I am a manin favour with the Stars 
Lam in haſte? —— | 
Petil. V1 ſtay ita little--- Toffers to ſave himſelf behind Frank, 
And have tother Slipper of the | 
Moons to findzhave you ſo Sir ? 
Fopp. As ſure as ſhe dropt this in yonder Grove Wifc! 
Petil}. lnthe meantime, 1 could findin my heart to make 
LI(c of it about your pate. 
Fopp. Do not profane it ſol beſcech thee, tho? to telithee the 
T;uth, 1 cannot chule but be in love with her horrs. 
. Petil. PerhapwI may beſtow a pair on you intime—— and then 
For your belyimg- of me, and our Sexes Authority. 
- Fopp. Thou know (t1 love to talk for my Credit, or {y. 
Pctil- And Giſparage wy ſuperiority, do you ? | Offers io beat bing. 
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 Fopp. Byboth my ears,which are at thy ſervice,l 
Scorn it Wite. . gf 

Petil. Would I could come at thy tongue as well. 

Merid. No niore good Madam, 

Petil. Aml fitto govern now Sirr ah? 

Foppe B — of thine, which I kiſs thus, and honour as the 
Scepter of my oedience, Thou art, as thou know'lt I was 
Never againſt it betwixt our ſelves, 

Frank:Y ou mult irterpoſe Ladies,or here will be a battery at leaſt. 

Omn. La. Enough,cnough,Madam. (you. 

Petil, And remember you come not near my bed till I command 

Fopp. Not I, by my manhood, of which thou haſt had ſo often 
The better--* _ | "+, 

Petit. Perhaps T'll next ſend you to travail, and be ſure if I 
Do, you return a fine Gentleman. 

Fopp, I'll do my utmoſt endeavour, Wife. 

Frank, It may be,come back a verier fool than he went - 
I have known it ſo in ſome. . 

Petil-ln the mean tirfic expe my further orders -- and take a care 
How you tell any more tales of the Moon; _ SED 

Frank. Away, away Tom! But for this accident we ſhould 
Not have beer rid of him ſo pleaſantly. ; 

Fopp. But I'lbe in love withthe Moon, in ſpight of her 
Teeth, if I pleaſe. [.Ex. Fop, 

Petil, Ladies!I beg your excuſe for this paſſion of mine,tho*'tis n;: 
Fortune to have a Huſband of a more weak and impotent 
Sence, than ſame others in the World, 

Criſp. We conceive you, Madam | 

Eng. A few more examples of this kind were motives enough 
For us to uſe our Legiſlative power againſt marriage it 
Makes people fall ſo foul upon one another. 

Criſp.T hat would live kindly otherwiſe. And conſequently ſuch a 
Miſcheivous ConjunQion, 

Tetil. For what concernes my intereſt in a huſband, might I 
' Not be thought partial, ſhould give my vote with the 
Firſt, | 

Merid. And how weuld you provide for love,La dies,then.As 
Many years as I tell,I ſhould be loth to live without it. 

Frank; God a mercy for thy Quzre Yfaith old boy. 

Criſp. Methinks he ſhould not = one and twenty by his humour, 
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Evg. 'Bating his age,l have not known any thing more 
Taking. 
criſs. But for your Quare, tis as eaſily reſolv'd as aſkt, 
no being many other ways to provideforthe Toy you 
alk of, 
Peiil. And may pleaſe ficſh and blood as well I judge. 
Criſp. Belides we women are not ſolittle acquainte 
With thoſe ſoft Intrigues, as to want due Caution, 
. Without being bebo ding toa Matrimonial vew, which 
Men make no more conſcience to break, than to gather 
Black-berries, or kindling of fire abroad, when their 
Own will not burn at home- 
Petil. Gravely reſolv'd ! Here comes * F ExterSerina and 
Our Preſident, and other of our Magiltracy. other Ladies. 
Serin, I perceive by your familiarities the men have comply'd. 
Merid, We dare aſſure it you. 
Frank. In order to which, you'l ſoon have the acknowledgments 
our late Magiſtrates. X 
Serin, 'Tis well they have ſav'd us the labour of obtaining our 
Rights otherwiſe. . 
Frank, What a Race of Amazons would theſe make ? 
Serin. Pleaſe you,to our affairs now. | 
Merid, But firſt Ladies Lhave a favour to entreat. 
Serin. What is it ? 
Merid. That we joyn in a Dance;and as you have the Power 
Oblige us with a little of your mirth. 
SerinTis ſomething unſeaſonable.——But what ſay you Ladies # 
Criſp. Tam not agaialt it. 
Omn, Norany of us. 
Serin. Beginthen,and take your Lady,Sir. 
Merid. By your favour Madam. [Merid, takes out Eugenia 
Frank, And Vl)be here / | [To Criſpina. 
Merid, And let the Tune be, 4 merry world my Maſters. 
Frank. You ſhould have ſaid Miltreſles. 
Merid, 1 meant as much- | 
Serin. For _ Mirths ſake you ſhall lead the Dance, Sir, 
Merid. lacknowledg it a favour Madam. 
Now Ladies you have not found [ They dance. 
Me old. * 
Serin. You have youth ia abundance ſtill. 
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Eng. Wer't not for a bluſh I would. ſay ſomething alittle 
More kind, | 
prank, Ladies we are yours. Enter 4a man 
Merid.And if you have ſuch another merry ſubje& asqwith Stools 
My ſelf under your republick blame me for't ! and Table, 
Serin. Since you allow me the honour of [ Ex, Frank Merid. 
Being your preſident, my place is here. 
Omn. With all acknowledgment. 
Serin. And what ſhall be our future Government ? 
Enug. Say, weeleCt a Monarcheſs amongſt our ſelves. 
Criſp. Idiſſentby your favour Madam, becauſe nutſo natural 
In our Sex to endure a ſuperior. (us 
Petil. Right Madam,and the very reaſon,that induces not a few of 
To be out of love with Matrimony, which doth rather eſtabliſh 
The Tyranny of men, than the Law of nature. 
Serin, Well ſaid,ſmart one, | 
Ewg. And has made her Huſband ſenſibe accordingly.—( 4fde. 
Crip-Is there not a government to be thought on,that admits ne1- 


Equal nor Superior, becauſe it is moſt patural for (ther , 


Lis Women to endure neither. 
Serin, That's Impoſlible. 
1. Lad. Ifind my inclinations to Anarchy. 
2. Lad. And why,Madam? . 
1- Lad. Becauſe moſt ſuitableto change. 
Criſp. Areaſon womaniſh enough. 
Serin. But that's no Government My vote is rather 
For a Common-wealth, not only as it has been here before 
In Men, but as it brings us to a nearer equality. 
Evg. But how ſhall we agree on wit, ſervants,and eſpecially 
Beauty, ſince the moſt capital Emulation amongſt women 
Is like that of the Goddefles,who ſhall be thought faireſt. 
Serie. That we mult take upon our ſervants word, or truſt our 
Glaſſes for—— bur what ſayyou to a Common-wealth? 
Criſp. Tl follow my Prefidevt. Exg. And I. Omr. And all. 
Serin, Then from this hour begins our fair Republick. 
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|| | Enter Meſſenger. 


Meſſ. Some of the City deſire admittance, 
Serin, They have it. [Enter 4of 5 Citizens. 
Your buſineſs Citizens? 
1.Cit,”Tis in the name of this City and Countrey,to preſent your 
Fair, and Gratious Republick, with all theſe repreſentations 
Of power that belong*d tous as men. | 
Criſp. A diſcreet Citizen![ They deliver a Mace, Sword and Charter, 
p?tit. And'ſpeaks home to our purpole, 
Serin. But for your Charter, wee*l Grace your City ſo faras to 
1 Grant a new oneto your Wives. 
'F 1. Cit. Nay Ladies entitle not our wives ſupream,tho* you 
j! + Command us. 
p 2 Cit-Let us continue our Prerogatives over them webeſcech you. 
| omn. How, how, how, the command of your Wives ? 
F Petil. A very Treaſon,Preſident, that would except their 
. Wives the moſt truſty and ſure confidents of our 
Government, 
Omn. Away,Away/ | 
x. Lad, You brbw-Antler-men: | 
* 2. Lad. Thingsof more forehead than brain. 
Petil. Speak againſt our Prerogative, you wagtails,ta 
Little purpoſe! 
Serin. Nay Ladies,you muſt be more moderate 
Petil. You muſt excuſe us in this caſe. . 
Criſp. In which conſiſts ſo eſſentially our ſupremacy. 
Omn. Cit. Good Ladies hear your. Preſident, (tion. 
Exg. For my ſhare I'de be content witha reaſonable accommoda + 
Petzl. But were you a wife! 
Bug. I know not how my mind might alter then. 
Serin, What we may determine in this caſe, ought to be 
With duereſpeCt and caution-—— and for your Wives,they. 
May continue yours. | 
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\k 2. Cit- We thank yuur Grace. 
p 3- Cit. A Comfortable Expreſlian / 
i ' © Criſp. We donot meanablointefy,ſolong as you pleaſe, 


\ Hut whilſt they pleaſe,and you deſerve their reſpetts. 
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* Petil. And are obedient Huſbands, mark that Citizens,/'==: . 
Onn. Lad. There we comply. Pm” % 

I. Cit. Let'me have'power on mine; until ſhe's old, '11 
Deſire her no longer, asl am a true Citizen of Ewtopia. 


I aſk no more. 


This decree, tis vdds but ſhe may long for-change already, 
. And part with me before I have had ſo much as.the better 
Of her Virginity. 
Serin, That were ſevere indeed. | 
Petil. Better an inconvenience, than a general-miſchief.. | ; 
4. Cit.. My ſpouſe is old, and to ſave her a labour, Lam: 
Content to depart from her faſt, if your Republick. 
'Shall think fit to allow it. 
Serin. I ſuppoſe you would. 
Exg. But that were againſt charity,,., - | 
Criſp. And the humanity we allow. - 
Tocaſt away the root. 
Petil, 1 rather conceive we ought.to judg, then old; when we 
Find occaſion,and not. they preſumeto cenſure usfar.being ſo. 
Serin, Betwixt both Sexes ſome mean were neceſſary, 
For which.you ſhall be referr'd to our Courts, where every ' 
Particular Caſe ſhall have due reſpe&, and juſtice. 
I. Lad. But for Alimony,in = of ſeparation ? 


Us. 4, es 
Serin. As youare Superior they mult, but not be vex'd 
With delays by way of retaliation, as ſome of our 
Sex-may pretend to have been: alt caſes ſhall have a 
Juſt and foon diſpatch you agree Ladies ? 
Omn. All with our Preſident, *1 
Serin, So mueh is for your comfore.Citizens 2 \"' + 
' 1, Cit, Since we muſt be overwiv'd,and top'd every way 
We cannot but acknowledg it. F 
Omn. Cit, Ando we hambly take our leaves.— [ Ex. Citizexs.. 
Serin: Having thus reſolv'd of our government,*twill be 
Requiſite toconlider how we ſhall maintainit; : - Faq 
In relation to Peace and War. tis 3 


—_— 


2. Cit, And ſo of mine,whillt ſhe is good condition'd, or honeſt, 
3. Cit. I was marry'd but yeſterday, and if you do not rhitigate- 


Ewg. Right, Madam: Whenthe flower is gone, there is noteaſbe, 


2. Lad. 1 ſuppoſe whenthat's in queſtion themenmuſt fre” 


E 3 I wa , criſp, 
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criſp. A neceſſary conſideration : and no lefs the concern 
Of our ambitions and honour. - 

Evg. Add muſt welikewiſe in imitation of the warlike 
Amazons lead'our Sex to battel ? 

Sertn. If caufe require,we muſt, 

Criſp. Ihope there's none of us but dare. 

I.7a4; Orwe'll be more maſculine than ever were thoſe martial 
Females, and lead the men, who ſhall ſerye as ſouldiers * 
Under us commanders. 

2. Lad. 1 long to be a Captain. 

Petil. Iſuppoſe I have ſhew'd you the way how to have the 
Better of men at home,in beginning with my Huſband 3 
Wherefore I expe@ no inconfiderable command otherwiſe: 

Serin. But I hope,you'l not be oblig'd to fight ; I ſhould 
Be ſorry to be your leader on ſuch anaccount. | 

Exg. And I tobe a follower, though Iſhould as unwillingly 
Turn tail as any ſhe amongſt us." * 

Serin. Within wee'l more at large debate of this and other 
Qurconcerns.. | | , | , 


And by bur Rule let us inſtru men ſo, 
That they may yield owr vertues greateſt #00. 


[Ex. Ommes. 


+ TheThird AG. 


Enter Frankman and Featlin. 


| n+ Not acknowledg'd by your Father yet ? 
Featt. Nor everlike,if heaven be not more my friend than he. 
Frank: Who does teach repentance, he ne're means to prattiſe : 
The common road of all Hypocriſy, | 
» ; Featl. 


Featl. 1 bluſh for his ſake, _ of api ay It 

Frank+. And ſo doTz To ſee himdeclaim againſt vice; yet 
Privately affc@ it,asif there wereno way toreform 
Prodigality,without being in love with Covetouſneſs 

Featl, Thence comes my injury and grief, for tho* his Nature be 
Severe, and not ſo good as I would wiſh my Father : his | 
Covetouſneſs does far exceed it. 

Frank, A vice as univerſal as love, Featlin —— But this is ſuch 
A hideous Crime, 1 know not what to call it in him. 

Feat, My Mother dying in my Infant years,as1 was her only 
Moſt unfortunate Son, He as an Example of covetouſneſs 
And Cruelty in Fathers, diſpoſ'd of me for a ſmall ſumme (tho' 
yu young) to be brought up; and ſince permits me not into 
His fight. 

Frank And for no cauſe. 12 ..4 

Featl. Notas lever knew, or can judge any, except he has 
Inclination to marry, and have other iflue, orelſe give his 
Eſtate for his future Glory to ere an Hoſpital, or ſuch 
Like a@ to preſerve his Memory. 

Frank, He is not ſocharitablegand uſe thee thus!A pariſh doesnot 
'Prentice out a Beggars child a — ap TEBTE 3U7 7 | 
Gentleman his by leſt he ſhould bluſh in the- © 
Future to owne his iſſue———Doſt thou not know him now? 

Feat. I did not until lately ſhew'd him, nor will he know me 
If he might, by any application I can gather. . 

Frank, What kindneſs has providence vouchſaf'd thee 
For thy ſubſiſtance hitherto? 0: Jos 

Feat). "$649 cn As my Mother dying committed to a har} 
Of truſt, have been the means 1 do appear ſo ike my 
Self; My manners I have travePd toimprove; viſited 
Camps, and Courts abroad, as the moſt generous Schools 
Of youth -—<+—Bue what will be my future deſtiny ? * 

Frank, Trouble not thy. ſelf with Fate, as'tis hidden f:om us, 
So let it take care of it ſelf and us too, for Frankman. + 
Be merry,and think my Sword, purſe, and beſt wit ſhall 
Be at thy ſervice. ; 

Featl, Your expreſſions are too great and many apply'd:to * 

Me ſo mucha ſtranger to you-: KLE ITS | 

Frank, I do believe it juſt ; that's obligation to a Gentleman. 
Beſides the Government is now the womens, | | 


4 


Featl, 


« 6x8 


r 
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Featl. I underſtand it,Sir. 
Frank. Thou haft a ſmooth face, and his Common-wealth king 


Many ſoft, and fair members to be laid hold on. 


Featl. Some Ladies I have viſited, and perhaps have my 
Concerns oflove befides; ſo farre I'll be = 
Ingenious with you. '' © 3 
Frank. And much joy may it dothy heart? LI 
For my part, Thad as leave ſeea Caftril ſport | | 
With the Wine,as a man generous and. 4K 
T hat has noching to do with Venus. 


- 


gg Meredich. 


Sir Adam Meredith! —— | 

Here's 3 Gentleman that will deſerve re your acquaintance. - 
Merid. And'is he Airy, Jocund; and gay, as his age declares him > 
Frank, Dgubt it notSir,tho'at preſent he ſuffers by { omeconcery 

You ſhall know —_ at — E l 

- Merid. Why then,I embrace t rother youth as a Soci 

My Mirth 3 thy fathercannot wilh thee bette = 8 
Feat]. Would hedigdhbut ag well S—+A hnmour] have not I; 

Obſerv'dat his years, ; - 


- ttt What are years to me? L Ar has ſow 4 on myhead, 


I haveaSummer in my. RONts and am firm at the Center ſtill, 


Ladd.) <1, f, 


Featl. May it continue Sir | 
Frank,' There'slittle doubt'ofthats has been lorg! his hob. &e 
Rather improves of late- 


Enter Peacock pane on himſelf and wa 
-». of bis F edthers. or 'P 


Frank, Olhere's Peacock come again, —- - - © 

Merid. One of the neweſt humours extant amongſt us. 

Feadl.” 1 73nd _ "oP 
Tok If1 you new all you bq ſays Le Ls He's in love with 


po. That's no great novelry,ſince the nrenet part of mankind 
4.9% | Have 
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Have kindneſsenough for themſelves. 
Frank. But he comes near@ Narciſſus. 
Merid. 'Or rather exceeds hime OW Digs 
Frank, And as youſee,admires his looks, his proportions, and when 
He has done, makes love to himſelf all over, 
Featl. And to his Feathers too, metbinks, — ' | 

Frank, 1'll tell you what he has endeavour'd beſides;zmake good 

What I ſay, Peacock} | ; 
Peac. as far as theſe Feathers canfly 1 am at your ſervice 
Mr, Frankman. 10M 

Frank. Thou Bird of Manhood, 1thank thee — And thou haft 
Been with the Artiſt I told thee off —- . 

Peac. I have Sir, — 

Frank, And has he perform'd? 

Peac. To my utmoſt deſire Sir 3 andlike a moſt ſkilful Chymiſt 
Has extrated the ſame man as Iam -- out of me. (out 

Frank, Look you there Gentlemen, he has been made twice with- 
Being well begotten once —- I told you there was more . 
Miracle behind. — 

Peac. By which means I am now in love with my ſelf,twice 
Over, (that is to ſay) I am doubly the ſame. 

Frank, As two individual things may be in one, that's his 
Meaning /— "2 OE +» 

Featl. This is novelty indeed. (am 

Merid.Our —_— 15 famous for nothing ſomuch,and1 hope I 
Same part on't my felf,l ſhould be angry with my age other- 
wiſe --- and how was'thiseffeed? 

peac. Why Sir,by only bidding me blow pretty hard into aCruciter, 
I think he calls it, % 

Frank. A Crucible thou Coxcombl 

—_— = what next? 

Peace y Sir, I infus'd ſo much of my ſelf into it, that meetin 
With fire and Air, artificially working i perfected i 
At laſt ſuch another groſs ſubſtance as i am- 

Featl. TI his is a perfet Chymiſt I warrant him. 

Frank. A Quack that Iadvis'd him to, for a little diverſion 
And puniſhment of his folly together, WW , 

Peac.And more for your comtorts Gentlemen, be'llmake you all ag 
Many tines over, if you pleaſe. Alas ! he can make men 
As faſt as they do Puppits; but that he is not willing 

oF. 


To 
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To encreaſe the price of Bread-Curn, he has told me: his 
Mind fo far, ” £27 V0 30 hs 
Frank, what was his price ?/'Tſuppoſe he us'd you well. 
Peac. I afſureyou Sir, This fecond produftion of my. ſelf ftands 
Me but in twenty nobles betwixt friends. | 
Frank. 1 knew hee'd uſe 'you kindly. 
. Merid. By this good light, a man cannot get a-child by the. 
By, ſo cheap, let himuſe the beſt huſbandry he 
Can. - 
#rank, And when ſhall we ſee this other ſelf of yours 2?” 
Peac. Why Sir, fo fatisfie yourcuriofity, I will appear 
In my double perſon immediately. —— 
Merid. By any means Sir, methinks 1 long like a 
Maid in love, tillf1 behold this prodigy. 
Peac. Why Sir,l was but hard by a'putting on another” 
Habit, the Artiſt deſiring that he or I in him 
Might continue a ſpace with him while I was- 
Talking with. you here. . 
Merid. And be ſure bring this great Maſter of Art with you; 
I would not loſe the curioſity offering him, 
Peac+ I ſhall Sir,on your ſecrecy- 
Merid. Fear nothing. 
. Frank, Nays 'prethee diſpatch, 
Peac. I hall Gentlemen,and if any of you have a mind to 
Be made once more as | am, you may-have jt done. 
Featl. A molt new and excellent example xEx.Peac. adwiring: 
Of ſelf-love. 3 himſelf often. 
Merid. A fign the world and time renews again 
Character been uponthe Stage yet ? 
Frank 1 believenot;T ho? the age has been ſo ranſack'dfor humour, 
That men are in ſome fear toconverle freely, leſt they be 
Heard again inthe next new Play. | 
- Featl. That's ſome good fortune for him-T]] afſure you. 
But ſee -- here comes the man-maker. [ Eater Orlando Curioſo,.. 
Merid. Your name Sir ? 
Orlan, I am called Orlando Curioſo. 
Featl. A very Emphatical name. 
Orlaw. *Twas beſtow'd on me in Spais;1 afſare you Sir,as no + 
$mall honour to my Art. 
Frank, Nay, prethee lethis Denomination aloney1'd as ſoon ftudy- 


Arabick.. 


has not his - 
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Arabick or learn his Art (that ſignihes little morethan Rte.) 
Hard Words) as hear ittwice. \12zr1 "... (works 
Aerid. O Sir,I remember you now,and have read your cures and 
Sat up like Trophies on poſts and pillars of our Cityz 
Where among(t other things you undertook to reduce 
' Age to Youth, and turn hair filver'd-over likemine 
By time,to a brown-colour,and ſoft as Goſtimores 
I;'t not ſo? : | b 
orlan, And am ready to undertwskeit if you'l prove my Expert- 
ments, 
Merid. You ſhall excuſe me Sir,l am young enough without it, 
I thank this heart of mine. 7 
0rlan. Ido ſuchlike feats, with fome negligence 
Of my Art, and deeper Science, as the reſtoring of men 
And women to their firſt vigor,producing of hair 
As long as Perriwiggs, tho' they have ſhed fromthe 
Skull by ſiccation, and baldneſs,or other defeRs above 
Or below- If Llook in a mouth, I know what tooth 
Will decay, and the minute when, preventing it accordingly. 
Frank, And what more? I know you are but on the outfide 
Of your Art yet- | 
Orlan If a Lady be curious & wanld know her fortuneby her hand, 
I ſpare her the labour and tell it by her eye. 
Merid. A pleaſant Symptom. i 
Featl. And moſt poſhible of all the particulars he has nad.yet. 
Orlan. Orif ſhe have a mind todream pleaſantly,fhe ſhall do 
It, as well at 5O, as-at 21. and foto fourſcore or upwards. 
If a man or woman wearbut a ring that has a ſmall 
Tincture of my Art, they ſhall fall in love without being 
Beholding to Hymer. | 
Frank. Why, ſo they do already, Buzzard, | 
F Orlan. Belides1 have my ſeveral Spirits of Salphur,Mercury 
od Salt. | {14.0 L = 
Frank. The laſt of which will powder Beef, will it not ? 
Orhan. | have printed it's uſe (amongſt otheryYto'that purpoſe. 
And for my Sulphur and Mercury,it does wondets 
As {ume Gallants can witneſs, | '' 6; | 
peatl. Cures theitch,does it not? | ? 907 WC 7, 
Orlan. And what is got by the worſt of Itches too>=then for 
My Spirit of Salt of the world. 


YANN 


F 2 | Merid 


036) 
HMerid. Aol of Sakwe ſballhebrof Ui 
:/ Frank, And not enough for the Earth toproducesr * | al 
| .:Qrlan, Nor the Sea neither;together with wy B/ixar proprietatic,. 
. Et procreationgs:”} : | bi. 91-3 n 
Frank. That's anew. ward; the other have known ſold: before; 
Merid. But ne'et waith my, biiyioga 1! | 
Frank. No mare of bard Words. (17 .1:. 3100 3 [, ! 
Orlan, Toconclude then, with the two laſt myſteries of my {kil!; 
1d9 al. that canbe delir'd by :meg.and women. 
Featl, That they ſhall not decay or dye. 


Enter Peacock and Fuphorbius dreft like bam. 


., hugging one another. 


Orlan. The firſt Lcap ſay much to,& for thelatter Imay undertake 
It in time——:. there.is,9; Paracel ſoar Recipe for:that,call'd 
Ens wature, as ikewile bow, to make men (as you'l witneſs 
I perform) tho! not effectually pratis'd by any man, 

Befides my ſelf co this day. _ ['i £ 

Merid. And can you make a wiſe man out of a fool as eaſily, ſince 
F he World docs beget fools enough; without help of your 
Art. : J | [8 e , 
Orlan.l do not ſay as eafily,wherefore Ido notcare toe fie many 
Artificial Examples.of that kind, tho-,natute (according to '- 

The learned) gives but one ſoul to all thingsin the molt differing 
Bodies. It Jamo deal with a wilgmany;Cas ourart of _ * 
Chyamiſtry has been beholding to--(@me {fo farr as 

To honour it by the, zuine of their =, I'deal one ' 

Way with him, if with a fool another z let this worthy 
Gentleman be my teltimeny-. 

Fr $ A ILACNTDRY « : | | 2 | 
And he =, —— this wonderful propagation of him- 

In ſo ſhortagimety 7-7 1210 oY 

01 an,.. 5 MA n<epard in an-houras in ſeven years. 

Merid, elte oat Ia 1,5 ; 

Orlan, Not any wait, 25 is uſual (with'! ': / 
Other Arniſts) on the moſt ſuperlative operation T' 
Underta product? oO 2, 

Feae,.. 1 will juſtific thy Art Schollar;as 4am doubly-2 man of 
| T4 = Thy: . 


Ade. 


077) Fas 
Thy making- Obſcrve here,Gentlemen——— | 
Featl. How they kiſs like Twins of two years old. 
Merid. But he thinks he kiſſes himſelf all the while,that's 
The jeſt on't=——and kow many men have you made in 
This manner before, : (kind, 
Orlan, Not many Sir,or deſire it, becauſe not ſo gracious to Man- 
Who are willing to continue theirnatural way of Generation 3 
Tho” I have had application made to me to that purpoſe 
From an Iſland newly inhabited in the Atlantick-Ocean, where” 
They are neceſlitated(for want of people )to engender with 


Baboons, Drils, and Monkeys. 
Featl. You are famous abroad as well as at home then ? 


orlan. As you ſee Gentlemey!Where 1 gainconfidence and fit 
Inſtrumenrs,my endeavours are not wanting: 

Frank, I ſuppoſe lo. (Diamonds ; 

orlan. Tis not every Tree produces Cherries, nor every Quarry 
There muſt be a propenſity in nature to aſlit Art, 

Frank, And theſe your examples ? 

Peac. O my dearelf, my dear ſelf/How ſhall 1 love 
Thee enongh; my dear ſelf 2 

reatl. A pretty kind of love. 

Peacs And this Eye,this Lip,this Cheek of mine,which no longing* 
Maid living ſhall rob me of. 


Frank, She were but ill ſped if ſhe- did : but methinks the other- 


Speaks not- | 

Exupho. Ga, ga, ga, ga, ga, ga, &c. : 

Orlan. But offers at it. 

Fupho. Ga, ga, ga, ga, ga, ga, &c, 

Fr.ink, His name? 

Orlan. He is call'd Ewphorbw,in honour of Pythagoras s own * 
Tranſmigration. ; 

Merid. And is he to be always dumb? 

Featl, A (till-born perhaps. 


Eupho, Da, da, da,da, pa, pa, pa, pa, &c, * (ally dbs: 


Orlan. He gargles words pretty towardly alteady;as'childrenuſu- 
jntime Sir, he may ſpeak'too, tho' in-order of Nature; ſpeech 
Gomes not {o foon as life, 

Peac. Iecare not muchif Ttalk always for him;and if any body las 


Any thing to fay to him, they ſhall be anſwer'd by me in him. n 


Maid, Ha, ha, ha---one tongue ſerve two men- 


P.''3:; | _ Frank, - 


= En ——rrz = — w = * -- I 5 = 


- DEPT”. A. . __ _— TIER 6 > SO IR A, 6 " 


Clou 
© Merid. How they continue kiſſing (till / 
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th wp Would it might ſerve two women too, the world would 
'Not be fo buſy as it is. 
orlan. Gentlemen,your excuſe :-my works require me. . 
Frank, But hark you Sir, remember you do not pradtiſe to make 
More men; for this time Ill excuſe you for Mirth's ſake. [ 4ſede. 
Orlan. I underſtand you Sir. --- Ex. Orland, 


Enter Foppering making of legs anil looking upwards. 


Featl. Who have we here? 

Frank. One that willtcll you he believs as much. 

Featl. But not in love with himſelf too? is he? 

Frank. No, but what is worle, dotes on his own lying, nay 
Sometimes will tell histales ſo long untill he be in love 
With them as much as if they were truths — after the manner 


-Of ſome Poets,who dote on their fictions, tho' they abuſe 


Credibility and truth together —<<—-<c-<Ateridith has heard him as 
Well as1. 

Merid. With Admiration! » OPP. goes wp and down 

Featl. But why does be continue £l/ooking wpwards. —— 
Looking upwards thus ? | 

Merid, O he ſeems to be in love with the Moon, 

F razh. Ever fince his Wife beat him with a flipper he pretended to 
Have found of Cy-thi.i's own wearing. But you 
Shall ſoon inform your ſelf —Mr. Foppering ? 

Fopp. Cry your mercy Sir, I was very buſy.— 

prank, And have you found the other flipper of the Moon's yet ? 

Fopp. I ſhall have that or a greater favour from her. 

Merid. Are youſure on't ? 

Fopp. Tho' I havetalk'd, or cantalk as largely as you,or any 
Man, I'd have you to know1 am ferious now. 

Merid. Very good Sir, proceed. 

Fopp. And fol will,as ſure as ſhe put her hand out of yonder 
n to me but juſt now, 


Deuphor- 


Featl. This is a Novelty fit to embrace with theſe. CPeacock && 
JDcuphore 


Frank. And (hall break their Bellies if they can with it 


Before I part them. 


Fopp. 
as | 


Od 
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Fopp. If Cynthia be but a virgin / Ifay no more—— 
Frank, You'l have her virginity then you mean. 
Fopp. Marry will I'Sir, there ſhall be no other man in the Moon' 
Beſides my ſelf, whatſoever the Poets my maſters report 
Of Par, Endymion,or any ſhepherd of Arcadia:and 1 
Suppoſe a Gentleman may be allow*'d 2s much priviledge by 
Her Lady-ſhip in point of fiction, or otherwile. 
Merid. This1s rarely pleaſant. 
Frank, And the more,becaufe his humour does rather heighten 
Than decreaſe. 
Peac. Mr. Foppering. 
Merid. What joy here's towards; [AN three embracing. 
Fopp. Mr. Peacock. —— 
Peac, And ſomewhat more yours 3-tho'the ſame yours ſtill. - 
Fopp. As how Sir? 
Peac, Why;lI am doubly made. 
Fopp. By whom? 
peac. By a Virtuoſo, an Artiſt, a Paracelſian, who has produc'd 
This man out of me, 
Fopp. And Pl] embrace your twofold ſelf then ——— nay more 
11] report it for atruth,and ſwear it when I have done. 
I have wanted ſuch a ſtory a great while ——tho'l thank [ 4fpde. 
Heaven I have ſome fiftions of my own. 
Merid. Ha, ha, ha, - methinks I could laugh as many years 
MorethanlT have liv'd,to be thus ſfurpriz'd with humour. [4ſide, 
Franks To which Illundertake to adde ſome mirth, 
Exphor. Oh,oh |! that kiſs was a little too hard, 
Featl. He begins to ſpeak now, 
peace, Youare miſtaken Sir, 'twas Tin him. 
Frank, Nay, friends you have hupg'd ſufficiently. 
Peac, Cana man make too much of himſelf Sir? [ dance © 
Frank,1 think he may / What ſay you, if it were vary'dwitha 
Peace. Withall my heart Sir- 
Fopp. And mine,Iwas juſt thinking of it. 
Ewph, Ta, ta, ta, ta, ta, ta, 
Featl. He could find in his heart to ſpeak again. - _ 
Peac. Now forthe dance Sir. - * 
Frank, You'l perform that doubly too. 
Peac. .Þ'l{ aſſure you, E-willz nay,V Il outdothe imitation 
Of Dotterille in my double 1clf---- if I move: 


-\ 
| (40) 
-An Armhere -- I movethere another-= —[Euphor. 5itates him. 
If a leg, my ſame leg anſwers me againin his: . 
To which purpoſe you ſhall ſee me dance.. 
Fopp. Let me be awitneſsto this miracle I beſeech you, 
Since | am not beholding tc my invention for a greater. 
Merid- Ha, ha, ha. T here's no containing krom laughter, 
Was there ever ſuch an Antique as _— Euphorbus and Peacock 
Featl. I think not. dance. 
Frank. Well, Gentlemen, thanks for our Mirth. 
Peac. You ſhould have more, but that I have ſome deſires 
To with-draw thus, and make much of my ſelf. 
Fopp- AndI have occaſions of ſome concern. 
Frank. To know of one Almanack-maker or other when the 
Moonwill riſe:farewel, farewel. $ Ex, Peac-. and Euphor. bug- 
ging: and Fopp. gazing Ex. 


Enter Sir Grave Solymour and Celinda, in 
diſcourſe. 


peatl. Who's this,my Father leading of Celinda— 

Merid. Sir Grave Solymour handing of a fair Lady-Who could 
Have expected ſuch an object amongſt the reſt? 

Frank. And treads with ſuch a demure Gravity as the Spaniard 
Does,w hen leading his woman to the next Couch,could 1 
But prove him guilty of ſuch a formal tranſgreſliog. 

Merid. Wee] not interrupt them. 

Frank. By no means --- but be ſure Featlis thou fal'ſt on the rear 
Of him; I have ſomething in the wind, I'd have thee ſmell out 
Further. 

Featl.l conceive you SIr,though the ſight benot ſo welcome. [ Ex- 

[ [everally. 


% 


Celiz. 51l this pt to me Sir? 


Soly, Call it my Juſtice Lady who am not led by 


Common appetite to admire alone the beauties of your 
Face, but with it joyn your other vertues. 
Celin, For your complement 1 muſt thank you at leaſt. 
Soly. I can explain my conceptions better:1 do not find that in this 
Giddy world of womensrule, you have fill'd a ſeat of 
Magiſtracy in ſcorn of us that govern'd, or given the buſy 
Tongues of men occaſion to diſcourſe. 
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Celin, I live,Sir,free and innocent,T hope, _ [you 
8oly. It ſpeaks your modeſty and ſober prudence, which readers 
Fit to receive the addrefles of my gravity,for which I'll ſo 
Far reconcile unto your ſex,as to declare my ſelf your 
Lover: 8 
Celin, 1 will not ſay I hate you for't 5 nor ſhall I machdeny 
But that Ilive as you obſcrve, enough reſerv*d unto my 
Thoughts and privacy. | 
Soly. And therefore fitter that your boſome cloſe ſo grave a 
Secret as my love 3 I would not for my wealth,the vain 
And ruling women ſhould report that in this hour of their 
Vanity,Sir Grave Solymonr metrwith a Dart of Cupid, 
Or were toying with a Milſtriſs,though the delights of Yerus 
Have a charm upon the ſtout, and wiſeſt hearts, as unreſiſted 
By the Arm'd Souldier, as the States-man's gravity. 
' Celin. A Gown-man that is willing to ſteal to a Petticoat--[ 4 [Gde. 
Wel! SirzI now conceive youfully. 
Soly. Do, and enjoy meſo. 
* Celins But as you are pleas'd to allow me your reſpeQs,and the 
Attribute of being wiſe, fo it behoves me to conſider, * 
Soly. What, my fair Creature ? 
Celim. How and when to love you ? 
Soly. Do my ſweet; but letthe time be ſhort:Loves flames like 
Fire, devour themſelves when too long ſmother'd. 
Celin. Beſides our female Magiſtracy have not as yet reſolv'd 
Upon their Laws of love;l ſuppole they intend to 
Make ſome. 
Solz. Let them for themſelves, but not for us, and would no 
Leſs become my gravity to conſult their approbation z 
Wee'l be a Common-wealth unto ourſelves, all delights 
Shall low on theeto be bought with Gold,Cwhich 1 
Spare not to feed my ſecret.pleaſuresz)my Jewels made 
Thy Ornaments and my ſelf thy greater treaſure nay 
1 ook not on me as I am in years, or have a wrinckle on 
My brOw. 
Celin, That's no wonder Sir, The Fox is gray before he's good. 
Soly. I can perform Lady, doubt it nor. 
Celin. By ho means Sir——but what muſt I do to recompence 
This bounty ? 
Soly. Love,and be ſecret, 


. 
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Celin. That's in my power I confeſs ——but were you us'd to 
Exclaim ſo much again(t vanity,and have now ſuch an Itchtowardsit. 
Soly, The cautious man will a&, but hide bis crime, *tis wiſe 
Hypocriſyz which caus'd me often to blame mens levities 
And vainer inclinations whichExpreſs thoſe Symptomes of the 
Heart ſhould be reſerv'd :* Tis ſcandal that makes fin,not 
Sin the ſcandal. | (Sir, 1 
Celin. A moſt ſolid piece of Lecheryſ_ 4f#de ]--I crave your pardon 
Thought Sin had been ſomething more than a word. 
Soly. *Tis ſo when ſcandalous and known, that even a God was 
Cenſur'd (as wiſer Poets tell) being taken in embrace: 
Nature invites to ſecrecy, and all her operations acteth fo, 
W hich does inſtru the cautious Deerto guide his ſoft and 
Amorous Hine unto ſome Covert to be there enjoy'd. 
Celin-A cautious way of concupiſcence{[_4ſede-]-well Sir,I perceive 
You want no manhodd, and ['l| touch it to the quick, 
' Soly. With all my heart Lady., 
Celin. Then ſoberly thus, were you ever married > 
| oy Some long time paſt. | 
Celin, And have you nota Son ? 
Soly. I think 1 had one. 
Celir, And is he living? ' | 
.Soly. 1 with him ſo —and that's ſome blefſing-I never did affet 
To dally with my Cradle, or the permitting of the expence 
That-youth requires, parents that love themſelves know 
How to be more prnmnoangy like tothe Bird that early 
Does diſcharge her young ones from her care, and neſt that bred. 
Them -— ſome ſmall proviſion I have allow'd. his education, 
And leave the reſt unto his wit and fortune. 
Celin. A ſober ſort of ill nature---nor would you ſee him,perhaps 
Don't know him now. | 
Soly. Some Sixteen years have been elapſed fince Ibeheld 
Him young, and ſooner would keep my Coffin in my 
Sight than him that-hopes to be made happy by my death s. 
Or with an evil eye, behold the riches I poſſeſs, of which 
He is not to paxtakes nay-more,perhaps might envy or 
Oppoſe my will and choice, or think my love and bounty is 
Too great, although it purchaleſuch an objett as your felF. 
Celins Perhaps ke might. 
Soly, Let theſe allure you // [ Offers ber a Neck: Lace. 
"EI . They 
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They are bright and Orient; 

Celim. No Sir, you ſhall keep your ſtoges for ſome other time or 
Service! tho' I know well a preſent is one of the firſt, and moſt 
Conſiderable Expreſſions *twixt ſervant and Miſtriſs——you are not 
In haſte I know. : 

Soly, No more, than what is proper for our loves, and hope you! 
Soon deſerve this, or a richer favour. 

Celin. When 1 do,l ſhall expect it. 

Soly. I likethis anſwer well--and Pl be noleſs ſparing of my Coft 
When 1 have enjoy'd her--a feat our Gallants practiſe [4ſode. 
Often —<— But Lady, loves time is not ſo ſlow as that 
Wetell, and all his Connſels like his as ſhould be ſwift 
And pleaſant; too long a froſt's unpleaſant to the ſpring. 

Celis. The day is not far ſpent, altho' the firſt that dates 
Our body politick —— ſome bulneſs does require me, 

Within an hourzyou'l know more of my comphance. 

Soly. Till when farewel : and remember 'tis loves prudence to 
Be —__ q 

Celin, Doubt it not Sir, Ex.Sol L 
Well polititian,if1 do not fit your hot deſires Is 
For this, may 1 loſe my virginity to a Conſtable. 


Enter Featlin, 


Mr. Featlin! you are come according to my wiſh,I 
Haye ſuchnews to tell you. 
Feat. As how prethee ? 

Celin. Why,l have ſuch an intereſt in your fatherto do you 
Service, thou could'ſt not have wiſht thelike. 

Featl. Perhaps I ſhould not - (wanted 

Celin. Thou would'ſt, fince 'twill aſſure his favour, and what is 
More by the conſiderable part of his eſtate. 

Featl, It muſt be a ſtrange Artifice can have the better of his 
— _ POS 

Celin, Leave it tome,V'll make him plyant as the G 
Be aſlur'd on't, as I wiſhthee well, Of Ow, 

Featl. T hope thou doſt But by what means ? 


Celin. By a common and eaſy Method 
at bly. ealy Method, why man he loves me 
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Featl.Is that a way to cure my ſufferings: which muſt give a greater 
Wound, my fathers love torival mine; all my afflictions 
Simmon'd could not have equall'd this: 

Celin. Be not ſuſpicious but expet the end, 'tis that compleats 
An action, 

Featl. 1feartoo ſoon. 


Enter Serina, Eugenia, Crilſpina, Petilla, with 
| two other Ladies. 


Celin. But ſee, we are interrupted ; I muſt apply my. 
Self to our female Polititians. 

Featl. Celinds! -- falſe unto my Love -- *twere ſtrange, [ 4ſ6de. 
But Riches are too oft Precedent when they Rival want, 
Or perhaps fume Stratagem only of her wit, and ſo would 
Hold my thoughts ſuſpended ——T1 know not what to judge. 

Serin. Madam,we expected your afliſtence [_Ex.Featlin. 
In our Councels. 

Celin, Some affairs requir'd my abſence which I hope you'l 
Pardon, nor do I want delires to ſerve the intereſt © 
Our fair Re-publick. 

« Serin, We doubt it not —— but now we are ona point 
Deſerves it molt, I'mean ofLove, 

celin. A moſt neceſfary conſideration. 

Criſp. Inorder to which,lI think fit it ſhould be enacted that 
No man preſume to make love firſt, except he be 
Gommiſtion'd by our Re-publick for that purpoſe. 

Petil. A juſt motion, and becomes our ſuperiority. 

Evg. But where's our Modeſty,if we begin to woe? 

Petil. That's to be no Clauſe in our AR. 

1. Lad, Nor need it be our concern —— there are ſome, of us- 
Can be as bold and ne'er bluſh fort. 

Criſp. Beſides there is ſome ſtate inreſtraining the bold 
Preſumptions of men, in making their addreſles 
To us with their caps, and knees, and frivolous 
Services; that we 'are ſometimes not a little vex*d with: 

Their importunities, and our habitations as much troublld. 
With theſe Spitirs of love, as Women of pleaſure are, 
Thatlavetoo frequent vifits from-our Town Hetors,. 


Lb, Ser. 
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gerin. There is ſome weight in this confiderations +. - | 

celin. And will ſave fools the labour of making love; : 

Petil. Would I had prevented the Fopp my Huſband 
That way too but as the caſe ſtands, I do well 
Enough» 

1. Lad. I am for't 

Exg. Ana indifferent, 

Celin. And ſo in hats, and feathers, a woeing ſhall we? 

I. Lad. And boots and ſpurs too,if occalion requires z 
I'll have ſome in readineſs on purpole. 

2. Lad. . And ſo havel, | 

Serin. But Ladies a little moderate this decree, and as men: 
Have had the ſuperiority in Jove, and marriage; let 
Them be the firſt Movers ſtill, and you the laſt. 

Omn. No, no, wee begin and end too. - 

Celin. A Common: wealth of love towards indeed. 

Serin. But if this violence continue I ſhall be ſoon 
Weary of my office. 

Petil. Then for another conſideration,of which we Wives are: 
Not alittle ſenſible which 1s, the Abilities of men. 

Serin. How mean you, Madame 

Petil. I mean internal, and external, I have ſome reaſon 
To move for both- 

Celin. As likewiſe a Conſideration of the old, and fuſty pieces 
Of antiquity, who have ſuch reliques of their ſinful 
Youth, as they will offer at love in ſpight of nature. 

Petil. Out upon 'em, let's baniſh them our Common-wealth-- 

Ewg. T hat were too extreme as the other's immodelſt. 

Petil. By your favour no more, than if I bargain for a pair” 
Of Gloves, I look whether they are handſome and well 
Madezor on a horlſe,and conſider whether he be ſound 
Of wind and limb:befides,Innumerable objeftions 
Which are not convenient,pr decent to be made, but as 
Wegive private Judgment. 

1. Lad- Belides that, itis a juſt retaliation of the 
Intrigue which men are bold to hold with our 
Waiting-women and Chamber-Maids, to diſcoyer- 
if poſſfible,our leaſt imperfections, | | 

2. Lad. As whether we have f{iyeet Breaths, good teeth; and the ' 
Hiir that we-wear our own,or in What part - | 

| G 3- Wanted, " 


2. Lad, —— And ſo am I. 


. 
- 


W 


Wanted, nay will = our. very complexions too, 

That we —_ uſe a fmall-Fxevs without their diſcourſe 

And Cenſure, and ſo have a Jury of their wits fit upon 

Every feature about us- 

c Petil, Perrhaps Lampoonus and our Huſbands when they have 

One. * £ | 

Criſp, In ſomuch as we cannot receive Court-ſhips, keep our 
Decorums, formalities, and ſtate, as we ſhould do. 

Petil. Or be ſuffer'd to grow old inquiet for them. 

Exg, That's a hard caſe believe me. 

Petil, A moſtinſupportable one- ; 

Serin, Ladies,this is too womaniſh,and violent--let me moderate, 

Petzl. I could find in my heart not to hear reafon in their 
Behalf. 

1. Lad. Nor I,except 1 like it, or ſuch as may be ſuperſeded 
By our wills, when we find occaſion. 

2.Lad. Spoke like a Common-wealths woman. 

Criſp. Nay we muſt hear our Precedent. 

Exg. By any means. ; 

Serin. .T hen mark what Ipropole ſay,we appoint women 
Commiſſioners, who ſhall ſatisfie your deſires with 
Prudence and modeſty- 

Petil. That word Modeſty may be prejudicial. 

Serin- I mean ſuch as ſhall paſs due Cenſure on the humours, 
Inclinations and other qualifications of men 3 giving us 
Information accordingly. 

Criſp. This ſounds diſcreet. 

Evg. And of Latitude enough- 

Petil. | was never againſt it. 

Omrx. Norl,nor 1, norlI, 

Serin. And fo give us a liſt of thoſe who are fit to makelove, 
Marry.,or continue ſtill Plat onicks. 

Criſp. ForPlatonicks; my vote is to ſtrike them out of 
The Particular, as Drones that would have the Hony 
Of Courtſhip and do nothing for it. 

Omn. By any means. 

 Serin. They ſhall be excepted then —— and for the reſt wee"! 
Have our inquiries that ſhall be ſufficient, 
I- Lad: Letit be effcQual), and ſpeedy. 
$erir, It ſhall be done today, though the firſt of our 


Govern- 


i 
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Government, | 


Onmn. Today, to day, to day; | 1 
Serin. And the laſt of my being your Precedent, Ladies, 
If this mood hold. ' [ Ex. Ones, 


8: 1 


* The Fourth AR; 


T he Scene opens with two Pillars with decrees 2 
on them on both fgdes the Stage. '\ | 


—— 


Enter Sir Adam Meridith and Frankman. 


Merid. EII, Frankman, here are pretty.decrees legible:'1 
y y Believe we have yeta morejocund world towards: 
' 0 119121  [Obſerves the pilbars. 
Frank, Let it come and welcome;'butmethinks this clauſe” ſticks 
In a tender place of me, Meridith :not to make love {4 
Without a diſpenſation; or except fuch as are pleas'dto be our Mrs. 
Firſt,1 ag expect ſuch limitations from this fair '(grve theonſlet 
Re-publick. | 22/208 
Merid. Better, and better, by my love and manhood;to fee them: 
Beſtow their addreſles firft, and Cry, Your humble Lady ready 
To ſerve you, how well you look ta day, would [ might 
Be ſo happyto be preſerv'd in your thoughts;and the like 
Dallyings we uſe to them,which will be ſuch a pleaſant 
Inverſion of our amours, there's nothing catrparallel-ir;- 
Frank, Nay; I believe twould puzzle a betterPoet than ever writ: 
Of the Art of loving : for my part,it we*ſcape a Juryof _ © 
Women with Spectacles commiſhon'd to make a (i urvey, of 
Us naked, Tis more than:Llook for. . 77 7 Pe | 
Merid. Let the Bows Roba's dowhat theypfcaſe I ah withiont and 
Within the ſame. HL 


"bw 
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| Frenk, There's no ſuperiority to be expeRed but lying uppermoſt, 
And thatl ſuppoſe they will allow us. : ng upPpe 


Enter Polidor. 


- Mer. Who have we-here? - 
' Frank, Thenoble Polidor—but the world's alter'd fig ince he left 
Us a Common-wealth of men. 
Merid. Moſt noble Sir ! your arrival's welcome here. 
Frank. Exceeding welcome ! 
Polig, Ithank you kindly —— and finceT parted from _ 
:Countrey onthe publick ſervice, I find our State 
Has ſuffer'd no ſmall Metamorphoſis in changing of 
Our Sex that govern'd. 
Frank, They claim'd it as their right. 
Polid. I think they might, although we bave but few 
Records can ſhew the practiſe, which tells us that * - * 
The womenof this age have more confidence than their 
Sex bad formerly. 
AMerid, For my part Sir, I could not findin my heart to 
Conteſt againſt the government of Ladies. | 
Frank, Belides here wasſugh a Caterwauling with the whole ſex, 
'And their Talons of power egregiouſly manifeſted ' 
On ſome viſages of our over-wiv'd Citizens, till they yielded 
Their Necksto their Yoak, that there was no withſtanding. 
rolid. 1 cannot blame them to ſubmit,if the aſſault was ſo 
Fierce. 
Frank. Many of ug could not chuſe but ſmile, andet it paſs. 
 Merid. And Iamongſt the reſt 3 tho* the experience I have had 
In the world might prompt me otherwiſe, the youth I 
Find about me did forbid it. 
polid. You preſerve your franck humour ſti};Sir ?' 
Merid. Rather encreaſe it ——I ſhould be loth: that in the laſt 
Scene of mylife whenſoever it comes,my ſpirits ſhould 


Polid. And wha are the moſt remarkable Politicians ? (cities, 

ary Why,every mans Wife and Daughterin their ſeveral capa- 
MAH. 'Their 1 dscannort,chuſe but fare wel then;* 
Frank I ſuppoſe they have not beheaded any of them yer, 
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Though they make bold to cut off their intails. Tt may be 
T hey will draw upnew Indentures with others ſhortly if 
Cauſe require. 

polid, A ſtrange revolution of things. 

Merid. To which purpoſe expect love ſhould be made to 
My ſelf by ſome of them. 

Polid. Are they to begin then? 

Frank, 'Tis a Decree fix*d here, and in moſt Streets 5 at one 
Of which places I obſerv'd 2 woman pictur'd in a hat 
And Feather, Booted, and Spurr'd, ready to take her wooing 
Progrels. 

Merid. And was it not pleaſant ? | 

Polid. As a Novelty I confeſs, and 'tis odds but ſome of them 
Will put on Arms, and make War ſhortly. 

Merid, Were not our men too kind to give them the trouble. 

P9lid. Or for want of enemies fight with one another. 

Frank, Such as take upon themto be the chief Patroneſles of 
Their Re-publick are the Ladies, Serina,Criſpina, Eugenia. 

Polid. Serina too! Ithought ſhe had been without this ambition, 

Frank, Some did expe as much, but Power has no few 1dola- 
ters of that Sex amongſt their other ſuperſtitions. 

Polid. How does ſhecarry it? 

Frank, With moderation becoming a Lady of her Birth, and in 
All extreams as much as in her lies tempers the reſt, In 
So much that werethis monſtrous Democracy of ours 
Transform'd into Monarchy, ſhe might deſerve to be 
A partaker inthe Throne, 

Polid, It ſpeaks her worth. 


Enter Serina and Celinda. | 


Here Comes Serins. 
Frank, And with her Celinda,an ingenious Lady, | 
Polid. In ſome diſcourſe, wee'l wait their leiſure— [Whiſper 
Serin. Ist poſſible he ſhould attempt your vertue ? ; 
Celin. With as much zeal as if Thad ſpread my Art for him, 
Serin. And yet would have the world believe otherwile, 
Which gain'd himſuch an exemplary repute 
Of a ſober Magiſtrate with the vulgar. 
H 
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Celin. But Madam, there are many Maxims of Hypocriſy 
With ſuch Polititians as are,or would be in porens 
While Covetoulneſs or ſome few Grains of amorous 
Concupilcence betrays their frailty:Ler the world be govern'd 
By Common-wealths, or Princes, 'tis odds that one or both 
Of theſe vices wilt have ſme Predominance. 

Serin, I hope "twill not be io, whilſt Women. rule ; beſides this 
Attion of Sir Grave Solzmonr offends the law we kave 
Eſtabliſh'd, which ſays, that men ſhould not begin their 
Courtſhips tous. 

Celin. And eſpecially when they offer them the wrong wayzcould: 

. I deviſe ſome juſt puniſhment for him,'T hope the At 
Would be excul('d by our Re-publick. 

$:rin, It ſhall have my vote at leaſt — if not to inlarge 
It,if Cauſe ſhall require, | 

Celin. That does my bus'neſs. 

Serin, I perceive that Po/rzdpr's return'd. - 

Celiz. But this day—By your leave Madam. — | Ex. Celinda:. 

Polid- Serina, F was juſt wiſhing an opportunity to wait 
On you,which = now prevent. 

Serin. Tam little more reſerv'd than when Iſaw you laſt; 

polid. But power in. women, as well as love, will have its 
Diſtance. 

Serin. I never acted yet the Tyrants part, nor ſhall begin 
With you- 

Polid. I know you are Gracious. 

Serin. Such thoughts can.only elevate the mean of Man-kind 
That forget themſelves and duties when rais'd to greatneſs; 
Idonotcurle a lock the more becauſe our Sex does 
Govern And ſo farwell Sir,— [Offers to go out; 

Merid. Short and ſweet. [ ſo Frankman., 

Frank, But I hope "twill not end ſo. 

polid. Nay Madam!you mult not part thus — you'l! 

Remember lam polidor. 

Serin. And that's as much as I think fit todo at this time, 

If you offer more,you know our Law+» [ Offers to go again : 

Polid. By your fair ſelf. [ He ſtays her. 

Serrz, Take heed Sir how you ſwear,we have lately made a Law 
Again(t Lovers Oaths, and Perjuries —————but to aſſure you 1 


T's) rgive. you." 
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Polid. May1 have your hand for't. 


| Serin. Yes, and lead me by it--but if you offer at Tove-- [Fx-Serin. 


at I hope ſhe't ſave him the labour and begin, 


According to our new mode of wooing. 


[a:d Polid. 


Mezrid. It (he does not doe as much as that comes to, 


She's not ſuch: t!:\h and blood, Itake her for, 


Frank, Her E:rrattion's eminent,and his (if well examin'd) 
From ourantient $:ock of Princes, and ſhould they 


But mix ſouls kiuc ly , what a change might this 
Various ſtate of ours receive ? 


Merid. As Iwilhmen and women well,it ſhould have 


® 


My conſent. 
Peac. By your favours Gentlemen ! 


[Enter Peacock in haſte, 


eMerid. Oh, Mr. Peacock, is 1t you? and where's your other 


Self Eupborbas & 


Frank, Perhaps he has made his tranſmigration iato 


Some other body already. 


Peac, Lleft him Sir behind (that'sI in himYto deliver a 


Meflage,l thought fitto expreſs my ſelf, 


ricalwonder, and belief. © - | 


Frauk. Such a Confubftantianas this would exceed all Pythage- 


Peac. But tot be ſerious. 
Frank, And ſuch a jeſt preſent as thy ſelf. 


Enter Fuphorbus. _ 


Merid. O here comes his'other M:nhood. 

Peac. By yourleave a little Gent!-men,I muſt 
Firſt make much of my abſent ſelt before 1 
Acquaint you with my buſ'neſs. 


Merid. Was thereever ſuch a hugging as this 2 


xxph. O, 0,0, 


[Huggs bipe,” 


my Mouth,my Eye, my Ear will be kiffd off. 


Frank, And 'twerein his belly, I dareſay hee'd digeſt it, 
Merid. Did you not hear his tonge wagg even now 2? 


peac. Who! I hear my ſelf! I hope I dg, — 
Frank, And ſo bitterly,thatt belicye there's T 


F 
- 


ca 


—- 
; 


rsin's eyes yet. 2 


peac, I'd have you to know, 1 am no whining Lover, tho' this 


Be my (elf Lover. 
H 2 


Aerid, 


UE 
Merid. This had beena humour to have.entertain'd Daworritav. 
Frank,Or rather that-other Philoſopher that wept for the foily of 
But Sir — to your deſire, we are in haſte. (men.. 
'Peac. And mine is a nimble queſtion ——T defire to be refolv'd 
Whether in this womaniſh ſtate of ours (as I would be 
Some Novelty amongſt the reſt) you hold it requiſite that 
We who ire two in one ſhould make love together 
Likewiſe. by | 
prank. A very pertinent queſtion.! 
Merid. And would putthe moſt ſerious Ladies of our Countrey 
To a ſmile to anſwer. * | F214 ehods 
Fraxk, Inmy judgment your beſt way will be to make 
Your applications to that Sex, who can better reſolve you. x 
Though I believe 'if you-can make your double unity 
Good, you may not be unwelcome to ſome, 


Peac.' Suppoſe then you were the Lady, Lwould kiſs 


My hand thus --and ſo.in him.—— ; . [Bath kiſs. 
Then fir, wheh I preſume to the Cheek, as I do | | 
O yours. | | [Offersto kiſs Frankman- 


Frank. Hold; bold I-prethee. 
Peac, And for this old Youths hkewiſe, —1I would do thus 
Merl, '&nd fhalt forthat word, and welcome too, if there were 


Ten of thee more. [Meridith lets, hizs kg/7 bi. 
Frank. Away, away, that-I may wipe my mouth. 1 !,. 
In quiet. | 


Peac. And if I meet with an Amour I will kiſs her as Tam 
One, and for the reſt I will-perfarmit as I.amtwo, that 
Is to ſay twice in once. : Ex. Peac, Eaphor, 
Merid. Well, Frankman, thou halt been alittle guilty 
With this Mountebanck Yirtzoſo of this extravagancy. 
Frank, I confeſs it, being willing to inflict ſome puniſhmene: 
On by folly f being a Sin that isever belt corrected 
—_—_—z IRE 


Enter Solymaur in haſte. 


in querp9——7—one.thar 1 abominate as my: . 1 
Antipathy in Ape,ora-Satyr againſt mirth.. | 
end *, Te Franks 


5% | | 
rid. See here comes Sir Grave Solymonr, -- With. his Codds: 
wt tore 


(53) 
prank. I conceive you —— and tho? he ſeems in haſte 
Shall we ſtay him,and teaſe him a little? 
Merid. Fill be fret himſelf to death, for Meridith. 
Frank, You ſhall give the firſt onſet, Sir 4dam, 
Merid. Content, content. [Merid. ſtays Solymour, 
And whither in ſuch haſte good Grave Sir, . 
Soly. 1 ſuppoſe you have nothing todo to exarhinemne.. 
Merid, Not your bus'neſs if Icould gueſs it. However 111 
Preſume to tell you that I wonder you have not yet 
Took up your ſtand underone of yonder pillars, 
And there made yourexclamations againſt vanity, where 
I aſſure you Sir, are things worth your peruſal. 
Soly. 1 know it, I know it 3 but impoſe not on my thoughts 
At this time ! 
Frank, T here's not ſuch acontrariety betwixt any of the Elements 
As isin the diſpoſitions of theſe two pieces of Antiquity, 
And noleſs pleaſant to obſerve. . [A4ſide. 
Merid. By my troth.Sir, but that you are a man of patience, 
T might have expected you had come to have hang'd 
Your ſelf yonder, [ pointing to the Pillars. 
Soly. Good Sir, leave me, I have urgent occaſions. 
Merid. 1mean to give you Counſel for your good, Sir. 
Soly. Me Counſel, Sir # 
Merid. 1 ſay you,Sir,—and tell you plainly the dangers you may 
Incurre,if you do not immediately lay aſide your ſtiff 
Formality, ſet ſpeeches againſt Sin 3 t orderto your 
Conformity with our female Government. 
S8oly, I will be chang'd into an Hermophrodite rather, 
And be ſlave to both Sexes at once but I remember 
I am in haſte,Sir. | 
Merid. But take-good ſpeed along with you Sir, and as you 
Are kind to your ſelf, be gay, ſportly 5 Hawk, Hunt, 
Sing, Dance, and (ſtrive tocut Capers, as I can, and will . 
To inſtruct you [ He Capers] No » Prankman 
Do thou give him t'other heat ————T know thy wit is ready: 
On all occaſions. 
Frank, To ſave your Lungs a labour,Sir, Il domy beſt. 
8vly. Another Comical Satyriſt to fall on me ? 
Frank. You may make Mirth on't, if you pleaſe,Sir, 
Solz.. What. do you mean by _ irritating me Mr. Frankmar f 
3 Or 


Or has any of the Predomiriant Ladies 


Given you commiſſion to abuſe me. 
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Frank. So Grave a man as you are, reftrain'd from the 
Enjoyments of fleſh and blood — 
I cannot blame you tobe mov'd Sir, nay though 
You curs'd a little,I think the Crime might be 
For2iven you, 
$Soly. Ratherlet us pray for them. 
Frank. You mean as ſome Proteſlors do,whoſe Satyrical 
Devotion may pals for Exccration and pray'r together, 
Soly. Good Sir, no more- 
Frank. lathe mean time, give meleave to hiat you alittle, 
Soly. Hint me to pray, Sir. | 
Frank. Only ſome general notions to be added to your Letany. 
Soly. So you will ceaſe this moleſtation of me, I am 
— wm 6 that you Curſe, nay Curſe effeCtually all Woman 
ind, | 
Frank, Of this Common-wealth you mean? 
Soly. Not one to beexceped but ſuch 1defign 
To Enjoy. | [_4ſode. 
Frank. As for example, that to ſpight their future pleaſure 
There might be no procreation with their help: 
But rather that poſterity might be continu'd as eaſily 
As Fly-blowings, or come together by chance like 
Epicurws's Atoms — this had been an execration on 
Their Re-publick indeed, * 
Soly. Enough, enough, Sir. 
Frank. Orin ſtead thereof (if you think fit) that every member 
Of it be debauch'd by the menthey govern———have 
I hit you there Sir? 
Soly. As it is their deſert I comply ——Let that ſuffice at 
T his time, [ beſeech you, 
Frank. You have done pretty well I confeſs. 
Soly. I know it, nor ſhall it be mention'd to your prejudice 
By me, and fo farwell Grave Sir. 
Merid. This Scene of vexation was pleaſiht. 
Frank. Thad ends in't : come, Ill tell thee more as we walk, 
And next to acquain Featlin.—— [ Ex. Frank. and Merid, 
Soly, I canv't but ſmile in {pight of my temper 
Totkink how this Satyrical compliance of 


(5 


Mine againſt women, will render he unſuſpe@ted 
In my Amorous deſign —— He that knows not 
How todiſſemble, knows not how to live, was a 
Wiſe Apothegmeof the Antients;and I] adde, to 
Love with dexterity and tree from the Scandal of 
Tongues - He that purchaſes a Miſtreſs, buyes love at: 
His own rate, but he that marries, rather ſells him- 
ſelf —— Celinda muſt be juſt, and no leſs private 
In my reception; ſince beneficial Intereſt does 
Oblige it , the ſureſt tye of love z which-muſt yield. 
Mea revengful pleaſure in the enjoyment 
Of ſo fair a member of this Anti-common-wealth, 
But yet methinks I find ſome fears abuut me, 
Like a man that intends a theft within ſight of 
The Gallows.— Enter Celinda vail'd,bat puts it: 
But here ſhe is--Poſts by Þ when ſpe ſees Sir Solymour.. 
Your leave.. 
Celin. Diſpatch Sir, diſpatch, 
Soly. I was haſting to thee, but that I met with an. 
Interruptiop, I could have curs'd by the way—— 
And are we ſecure and quiet? 
Celin, Without noiſe ſo much as the falling of a Mouſetrap, 
Soly. Excellent, fair one, I thank my ſtars and thee. 
Celin. And I mine as much,for conſpiring to do our loves 
Juſtice, VIl lead you the way, 
Soly. To a part of thy bed | hope. [_ Enter Featlin obſerving: 
Celin. You are right Sir, but it ſhall receive 
You by day to avoid ſuſpicion. 
Soly. Alſatedevice——Come,thou ſhalt be my downe there, 
I need no other ſoftneſs — my Imagination's on 
Fire till Ienjoy thee. _—- [_Ex, Soly, and Celin,- 
Featl. It muſt be ſhezI know it by her voice--and in 
My Fathers hand, in whoſe addreſs to her conſiſts: 
A higher injury than my being ſo long negle&ted and 
Forgotten in his thoughts, -- what's my Misfortune ! 


Extyyr 
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Enter Frankman. 


Frank. O here's Featlin! What in a fit of Melancholly ? 
And in ſuch days as theſe | fy man -- fy --. 

Featl. © that Father of mine. 

Frank.Would he were marry'd to a Gypſy, provided his 
Eſtate were thine. 

Feat]. Ithought my afflictions gentle, until confirm'd 
That Celinda did receive his addreſles. | 

Frank, But I have turn'd the tidel warrant thee, and put him 
In ſuch a hideous apprehenſion of the 
Superſcription of theſe objefts, and his danger,ſ points to the Pillars. 
That hee'l as ſoon hang on one of them as proceed, 
For thy further ſecurity;and ſo aggravated the matter, 
As I made him as good as curſe Mothers, Wives, and 
Daughters, together with their whole Re-publick. 

Featl. But what's all this to me, whea this very minute 
He was receiv'd by Gelinda. 

prank. Art' ſure on't ? 

Featl. Or my Senſe fails me. 

Frank. And didT hope / If not,the Commen-wealth of Jury 
Had never ſucha Phariſee, and Publican together as 
He 18--- 


Enter Waiting Woman. 


Feath. T wiſhIcould deny it juſtly. 

Wom- Mr. Frankman and Mr. Featlin, My Lady Cclinds 
Deſires the preſence of you both, with what ſpeed 
You may,in her Lodgiogs:; 

Frank. What's the bus'neſs? 

Wow. A Womans, you know what that means. 

Frank. Then 'tis love; : 

Wom. And marriage together it may be. Sir Grave 
80/ymour was juſt ending with a Sack-polit 
As1cameto you. 

Featl. Did not Itell you ? 


LOR Frank. 
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Frank, A miſchief on her if it provetrue, Featlin, 
wow. You'l be there Gentlemen? | 
prank. *Tis like we may, 
om. And if you pleaſe, invite ſome other of your friends. 
Frank, This is ſtrange / and yet methinks 1 [| Ex. Wai. Womans 
Like well that we areto be = ent Courage 
Featlin; there muſt be good ſome way or other 
Towards thee. 
Featl. I know not what to think ! 
Frank, Celinda's wiſe,and love has many Intrigues 3 think 
No more, but follow me. [ Exennt both. 


* ———— ——_— — A AG 4 Run _—_— 


T he Scene opens and diſcovers a Bed. 


Enter Sir Grave Solymour. 


Soly. HT lyes Celinda, the treaſure of whoſe beauty 

I muſt now poſleſs,and tis my riches ſhe'd enjoy : but 
I'Il deceive her there : however Gold I thank thees thou 
Art indeed the God of love, and Poets did miſtake thy 
Charmes,whillt they forgot inthy refulgent ſhape to 
Paint their Yew and their Cupid; ſince thou can't 
Beauty win to be thy proſtitute, and'vertue captive tho* [Moor 
Immur'd like Danaa--ſhe ſtirs--and I muſt ſtir herſ moves in the Bed. 
Too. _ thou there-- Gown —— [pulls off his Gown. 
And with thee I put off my gravity. 
The Monarch or. the Magiſtrate can keep but little 
State in thele enjoyments,where the Peaſant and the beggar's 
Part's the ſame with theirs, 7 71 
Since tis our natures higheſt Comedy —— At he undraws theCur- + 
Ha / my hopes are blaſted in this ſpeQtacle. L #4iz5,the Moor puts 
| [forth her head. p 


Some evil Spirit or Devil to puniſh my Hypocriſy: 


b I Enter 
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Enter Frank. Merid. and Featlin. 


What ſhall 1 do toſecure my ſhame and ſafety ? 
Frank. You need not fear Sir, and ſo many of your friends 
Ready to ſerve you. 
Merid. 1 am glad of this, I faith, Sir Solywonr, I ſee you can 
Be amorous at your years as well asI at mine. 
Soly. Was there everſuch ag unwelcome falutation. Oh my, 
Torment Z-- 
Moor. 1 wonder Gentlemen! by what authority you preſume 
To diſturb our intended embrace, 
goly. This is no dumb Devil Iperceive.—— [ Afede. 
Moor. For my part I'd have you to know, I mean nothing 
But what is honourableto this worthy Knight; asI + 
Hopeto be my Lady Solymuaur, 'tistrue Gentlemen. 
Soly. How ! my Lady ! Night-bag., 
Frank, It ſeems a contraQt. Je 0 
Featl. And wanted nothing but conſummation. 
Moor, Which you have rudely hinder'd,l thank you. 
Merid. Nay, you ſhall compleat your bay'neſs it you 
—_ the World knows 1 never lov'd to ſpoil _. 
port. 0% . 
Soly, As you are men, have ſo much mercy on me 
- to permit I 'ſgape out of this ſnare am 
Ot1n. FE q | " 
_ Frank, That's impoſſible / the Noors are all lock'd 
Or guarded, 
Featl. And by women too / 
_ Solz. What would you have Gentlemen, I confeſs my 
Folly deſerves a Curſe as Jowd as alltheir Tongues 
Can expreſs together, +; , + 1 + 
Frank, Perhaps they may teaze you a little. 
. »» Merid,. Or meet in a full ery of their body politick, 
That were ſport indeed, ©. 1 
Frank. And Lady you had beſt be ready to receive them, 
Moor, ſhall, Sir, with all expeditiun.-— = compeys ber ſelf 
out of thebed. 


Enter 


if 


1s 
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' Enter Foppering with his half-Moon on his head. 


prank. Here comes Tow Foppering, I took a courſe he 
Should not fail. 

goly. He come too? 

Merid. Noleſs than the man in the Moon I aſſure you Sift, © 

Soly. Good Sir, what has the earth or 1 todo with him 
Then, let him goto bis fellow ſubjects in t'other World 
I beſeech you. 

Frank, Now it works, | 

Feats. I hope to good purpoſe, 

Frank, And canſtthou make good this fiftion 2? 

Fopp. A fictionSir / upon my fincerity amiraele, 

prank; And (ball we take thy word for it ? 

Fopp. If you know where to havea better prooffor a 
Miracle than ones word comes to, you mayget it 
Where you can, however you ſhall have no more 
For this. 

Frank. Come toan end, Tor. 

Fopp. Why I'll tell you Sir, as you know I wiſh her highneſs 
Well, and ſo forth» 

Xerid, The (tory of her ſlipper we have heard already 3 but this 
Of her face ſhould imply a greater Prodigy: 

Fopp. Totell you true Gentlemen, as I was now calculating 
Her motions from the top of my houſe, ſhe was 
Pleaſ'd to ſlip off this face of hers and put it upon mine, 
In the ſame manner you ſee it. T; 

Merid. An Aſtronomical Liar too / 

Frank, There are none greater,if their calculations were well 
Obſerv'd, 

Fopp. Since Copernicus his time or before ſhe hath not vouchſaſd 
Such a favour to any man As I hope to finiſhthe 
Other part of her calculation, 'tis true Sir. 

Merid. Let me never know mirth it I believe thee not in that, 


Frank. And then you are to receive the other 
Part of her face,are you not ? + 


Fopp. Whatelle Sir? 
Frank, How like you this Dialogue Sir Solymonr ? 
I 2 


Solg, 
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goly. Would I were not the greater Fool, ——— 
Fopp. Joy, joy, tranſcendent joy, Sirz you are wiſh'd it both 

By the Moon and I abundantly. 

Soly. What do you mean Bedlam ?- ; 
Fopp. To ſalute your. happy inclinations; Fdid not believe 

That ſo Grave a man as your ſelf would have honour'd 

Love, theſe days of frailty — but ſince you are 

In that pxedicament. — 
$oly. What then Sir f 
Fopp. Why,l haye put on my Moon as you ſee on purpoſe 


To wait on you. 


Soly. Gentlemen, perſwade his Silence —— Lſhall be mad too 
Elſe,before he has done with me, 

Frank. 'Tis impoſlible, he will have his run- 

Fopp. Beſides my deſign in giving you a viſit at your lodging 
With four Drums, ſix Trumpets,and a Conſort of 22 Violins 


' With Flutes; Recorders and Dulcimores. 


Soly. To be bated thus with a Lunatick / Acry of Hounds 
Were Mulick to't. | 

Fopp. And next, Sir, I will have a Ballad ſung on 
This ſubje& to ſalute your Love, and you, in the morning, 
1know a ten Groat Poet ſhall compoſe it, 

Soly Methinks your years ſhould teach you Compaſlion; 

Merid. Who ! I, old Sir / who has youth then 7---- go 0na little 
For that Ladel.—— 


Enter Moor dreft. 


Featl. No Sir, here's one ſhall divert him —— The Lady, Sir,— 
Soly. This entrance is worſe than all the reſt. 
Fopp. As Tam alervant of the Moons, and ſhe a Lady of the 
Night and love, I wiſh you happy. 
Moor. F thank you Sir, Though I could deſire of Heaven 
( might it be granted) that my complexion were ſome- 
What more Grateful, to this Knight my Lover. 
Soly. O Monſtrous / ſhe calls me Lover too! 
Frank. And you'l prove herto want no flame 
11] warrant her:Therc's #£1hijopiaSir on t'other 
Side of the Tropick you are to paſs, 
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peat], T have heard thoſe Sun-burnt females are moſt 
Delicious in embrace, 

Soly. Are they ſo Sir? 

Merid, And have the ſpring within them, thoughthey want 
It without. 

Frank, If you get a Mag-py Child (as there may be ſome 
Danger) V1! invite my (elf Goſhp. 


Enter Petilla,Celinda and two Ladies more, 


Herid.. And I your Partner. 
Moor. Ithank you Gentlemen ! 
Soly, Kf you have mercy and are men, ſpare me, 
Fopp. Then for her Complexion,it reſembles my Miſtriſs 
The Moon's,when in an Ecliptick ConjunGion. 
For which cauſel like it better than that white Meager 
Face of my Wives, 
Petil, Do you ſo, Sir? 
goly. Theſe ſhe Teazerscometo encreaſe the Cry, 
celin. Contain! let me perlwade you. Fopp. plays at bo- 
petil. You ſhall till convenient time, 2 peep behind them. 
Fopp. Let me ſkreen my ſelf behind you Gentlemen 
By turns 
Frazkh, But take care your Moon be not ſeen. 
Fopp. Tl do my endeavour, Sir, 
Petil. And for you moſt abominable Sir, an infringer of 
Our moſt ſacred law of love by making your 
Laſcivious attempt on this Lady, 
1, Lad. Putting aſide the puniſhment you deſerve in being a. 
Sober ill exawple, like a malicious ſecluded member 
Of ourlate Government. 
Ccelin. As alſo of a Hyppocrite and Sinner together, 
2.Lad. And more ill natur'd and Covetous thana Jew of 
Our new Synagogue. 
Celin. Thenfor a Father, Vl witneſs, he is little 
Inferior to Herod, —* 
Soly. What a Neſt of Hornets havel ſtir'd ? 4 
yetil, For which you are cenſur'd by our body politick.. 
To eſpouſethis beautiful Black, which the hand. 
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Of Fortune preſents to your embrace. 
Soly. p me! the ſtings of all your Satyrs meet in this, 
Did you ſay, marry her ; 
= oy 2 which isall ons, you are concluded Man and Wife 
Already- 
Featl. That was the Cloſe I look'd for. 
Frank. I conceive thee. 
Soly. Is there no remedy? 
I. Lad. Not except you hang your ſelf, 
Soly. Madam, Imuſt thank you for this. 
Celin. I did it to have you beholding to me 
As you'l find 5 in the mean time,to deceive the 
Deceiver has ſome excule, 
Soly. Well, Solymour, it has been thy fate, notwithſtanding 
All thy policy, to heighten the part of a cautious 
Coxcomb, 
Frink, And ſoIgive you joy. 
Aerid. And Iby my Manhood could beſtow ſome Capers 
On this day of Hymen. 
Soly. Vil excuſe your Mirth, Sir, 
Moor, Ladies,l thank your juſtice, 
Soly. Impudent above her complexion too. 

Petil. But it muſt not end thus and havelI found you--thou 
Moon Calf thou? [To Fopp, 
Fopp. Save me Ladies, and Gentlemen =———— or as thou are 

A good Common-wealth's Woman have mercy.on 
A Citizen. 
Petil. Were I not ſo, you ſhould feel my Fingers / 
Fopp. Oh, Oh, Oh. 
Peril. You ſhould Sir. [ She pinches him, 
Fopp. Ido, I do! nothing but the fingers ofa Fairy 
Could pinch ſo deep. PETR 
Petil, Indeed Sir. 
Fopp. Good Queen Mabb ſpare me. 
Petil. Muſt I be a Lady of Dominion and have a Huſband 
Call'd the man in the Moon, muſt 12—— [She pulls off his Moon. 
Fopp. I meant my ſelf thy man, and thou the 
Moon all the while, Wife; that is by way of Metaphor. 
Petil. You hdd belt tell how many embraces you have 
Givenme mor* thanl requir'd, and ſo for Manhood 


gym m—__ 
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Sake bely us both z or fergn I have moreſervants 
Than really Thave,and call it Metaphorical, you 
Had Sir f , 
Fopp. But pardon Metaphor 1 beſeech thee for Love's 
Sake, and Poetry. . 
Petil. Well, Sir, as 1 am favourable to Poetry, I'll pardon 
Your fiftions at this time 3 ſoas your fools fire produce 
No more.— 
Fopp. I'll have nothing todo with the beſt Moon that 
Ever thin'd ſince thou wilt have it ſoz and yet 
Methinks this affront might have been ſpar'd to Cynthia, 
Under Corretion —— Madam. 
Petil- Withdraw Sir, and know I expeCt your further ſubmiſſion, 
Frank. Away, away, whilſt the ſtorm ceaſes. 
Fopp, Since a man cannot be believ'd who can helpit. 
Merid. An over-wife, tho' a little one —— Ex.Foppering 
Frank, And were TI her Huſband, Iſhould be in love with 
The Moon in earneſt before her. 
Petil. Pardon me Madan, that my reſpeCts were 
Interrupted by that neceflary rebuke I gave that 
Titular thing call'd my Huſband —— bnt hope the 
Example may be of good uſe, as you may have 
Occaſion to exerciſe your matrimonial Dominion 
Soly.T he Counſel of a Fury added to my aſtlition, 
Moor. I ſhall loſeno prerogative that becomes a Wife 
Ora member of your Re-publick, 


Evter Peacock and Euphorbus. 


Petil, For Which you may deſerve a ſignal reſpect. 

Soly. More Birds of a Feather to gaze at my folly. 

Merid. Nothing but a brace of Peacocks for the laſt Courſe, Sir- 

Soly. Would there were a limb of one of them in your 
Belly; I ſhall be whoop'd at by every Owl before 
They have done with me- 

1. Lad. An odd fight. 

Celin. 1 have heard of his humour before— 

Frank. Nay, blame me Sir, rather, ſince 1 muſt 
Acknowledge I caus'd them to come hither to preſent 


Their 
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Their reſpeCts to you, and your Lady. 
Soly. Did you lo, Sir? ; 
Peac. And art thou the ſprightly Black the Lady of Nighe 

And beautiful bloſſom of darkneſs ? 

Merid. Ha, ha, ha, bloſſom of darkneſs. 

Peac+T he Bride of this Gravity's,and Siſter of Hymens, 

Frank. He has rais'd her deſcent,Sir,ſomething for your ſake; 
Sol. O the perplexity I am in —a night of Cx-thia's Revels 

In whichall the Lunaticks are ar liberty. | 

Featl, Be reſolute Sir and ſtand the worſt. 

Soly. Would 1 were dead,or any thing to be freed, 

Featl. T am glad to hearit,— —<”<T—- [ 4ſede. 
Peac. Had 1 but known this night of joy ſooner,l would 

Have been doubly feather'd, as you ſee I am in him 

And he in me. 

Euph. And 1 likewiſe,as Iam twoin him, and he two in me, am 

At your lervicc- 

Merid. The Miracle encreaſes now. 
Frank, As far as they pleaſe to believe it. 
Omn. Ha, ha, ha. 
Soly. An Infſinitum of vexation. 
Peac, And next I would have been at thy ſervice inas 
Many Capacities — that isthus for me, and thus for 
Him. 
Ewph. Andthus for me, and thus for him. 
Peac. As here'sone lip, there's t'other——and ſo likewiſe for 

Thereſt of theſe Ladies. | [ Both ſaluje the Moor. 

- Petil. We are beholding to you Sirs,as I am a Wite. 

Moor. 1 thank you Gentlemen, and as you are mine in ſeveral 

Reſpets, 1 will be as many times yours, | 
Soly. O my fate, Ithall wear a horn, andcaus'd by ſo 

Sooty a Sinner as this. 

 Celin, And be glad if you ſcape ſo Sir. 
Petil. But that weare merciful and pitty failings, you 

Had been worſe dealt with. $ Enter Polidor, Serina, Eugenia, 
S$4ly. 1s that pollible. Criſpina, and ſeveral Gentlemen. 
Peac. Ladies all your pardons,l have | 

Perform*d my Devoirs, and fo I doubly take my leave. 

Fuph. AndI as doubly too, 
C:lin, Farwcl), pair of Wonderg— [ Ex. Peac, Euphor. 


—_—_ Polid, 
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rolid, You have paſs'd a ſevefe ſentence on this Knight, 
Serin. 1 thought 1t juſtice to conſent conſidering every 

Circumſtance. 
relid. You are juſt in all things. 

Serin. I ſhould be ſorry, Sir, it the publick or you have 

Cauſe to complain of the powerl poſleſs ——tho' at 

T his time I ſhall propoſe ſomething may concern you, 

Pleaſe you obſerve a ſpace, 
Polzad. What doesſhe mean ?-- [Afede. 
Fuge. As ſure as I live, Serina is beginning her addreſs 

To Polidor,by vertue ot our late Decree. 

Criſp, What if ſhe does, I ſuppoſe Cupid has more uſe 

Of his Darts, than to aim only at her ————tho' I confeſs 

Polidor, for a man,is a mark indeed, | 
Celin, Our Preſident, Sir.,—— [To Solymour. 
Soly, More of their Clamours yet | 
Moor. I hope not ſo, Sir. 

Serin, Nor needsit Lady Solymonry. 

goly. Was ever man marry'd thus ? 

Seriz, You own the Decree, Ladies ? 

omn. All, all. Q 

Serin, And next you may withdraw with your Lady, Sir. 
Soly. Muſt I hand her too? No, ſhe ſhall have but one of 

M I — 

ne. I'ltake hold of the longeſt finger then, 

Featl, Take Comfort, Sir, however. 

Soly. Haſt thou anyto give me ? 

Feat. 1ſhall be ſorry not tomy endeavours as occaſion 

Serves — I perceive he does not know me yet. [Afoae. 
Celin. And benear him to proceed as we ſhall adviſe. [To Featlin, 
Featl. lunderſtand thee, dear Celinds.-[ Ex-Soly- Moor, Featlin. 
Serin. For other irregularities of menthat 

Concern our Sex,we may proceed againſt them 

As cauſe ſhall require. 
petil. And for ſuch as have Wives, to make it more 

Enormous, if they preſume to begin their Amours 

Firſt; 1n good faith I wasthinking to have brought 

In a charge againſt mine, | | - 
Frank. T hough ſhe has pinch'd him to purpoſge———as we 

Can witneſs, | 


K AMerid. 
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Merid! And for nothing but pretending he is in love with 
The Moon. , 
Petil. But that I could not be fo ſevere, with the frailties 
Of a man, I have receiv'd ſervices from. 
1. Lad, And what ſhall we decree againſt ſuch, that 
Intrigue by the way of ſervants, and yet as perfidious 
To their Miſtrefſes as any Huſband of 'em-all ; 
Criſp. Say we eſtabliſh a High Court of Juſtice of Love? 
Polid. That were a new way of ating Tyrannick love indeed ? 
Frank; But | hope no T ragedy. 
Seriz, tam not againſtitz provided, we do men and our ſelves 
Right, by iofiſting on merit, and ſuch other perfeCtions 
As are juſtly ours. 
Eng. You have ſpoken my ſence, Madam. 
petil, 1 donot like ſo well that word, Merit. 
Criſp. No matter, Madam, you have Beauty, 
Petil, And ſhould be ſorry toquit my fair intereſt, did 1 
Stand for a 7enus with the proudeſt ſhe living. 
Serixr. In the mean time behold what I preſent to your 
Conliderations,a Catalogue of Lovers accerding to the 
Inquiry of our women Gommiſltoners. | view all the 
Criſp. An ingenious accompet. Paper earneſtly. 
Petil. And ſuitable ta our waftruftions., - 
Serin, If there be any here you think well on, you may 
Beſtow a look on him if you pleaſe, 
Exg. Our Preſident ſhould have the liberty to begin firſt. 
Celin, By any means, Madam: 
Serin. lam fix d already : butI1l lead you the way. 


The Women walk round the men. Criſpina, Petilla, 1 Lady, eye- 
ing Frankman. Celinda, ard 2% Lady eye others, while Eu- 
genia eyes Meridith more ftrifly than any of the reſt of the 
den. 


Frank, Ney Ladiesnot too:many of your beams + = 
Together, | Er 

Merid. The more the merrier. 

Serin, I I miſtake not Ladies, too many of your Kind 
Aſpects have been particularly univedion [o6medeſerving fn. 
Objeds here- | eu 4 


Criſp. 
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" Criſp. know whereTlook'd firlt, = 
Petil, And ſo doi, by your favour Madam, += 1 hope the 
Eyc of a Wife may be as well underſtood ase'r 
A Virgins of you all. 
" 1. Lad. And I remember where I look*d too, 
Exug. And lodol / — Jo 
Merid, That look meant me Frankman. 
Frank. | perceive ir, 
clin. And 1 forget not whom I beheld. Gelinda looks care- 
2, Lad. Andl1by your leave, Ladies. .Cleſly on the men- 
Merid. This is Mirth indeed Frankmar. | 
Frank, A pleaſant ſort of Loves Jightning,and ſome of us muſt 
Be his Thunderbolts it ſeems. 
gerin. But Ladies, how will you determine betwixt 
Your ſelves,in Caſe that ſeveral of you affect one 
Man ? TIS OC HS4 
Petil.Why,inthat caſe we may decree him a publick lover, 
Eug. That were a particular injury. 
Petil, No matter fo it be a publick good, by your favour, 
Madam. 
Criſp. Rather, letus eſtabliſh a High Court of Juſtice 
Of love to determine our differences, 
Serin. tIlook'd for this. 
X£#g. There's no reaſon for a diſſenter. 
,-- I am for it, | 
1. Lad. And, —— Oz#. —— And all. 
Serin, And I comply as willingly. | b- 
Criſp. And when ſhall our High Tribunal of love meet ? 
Serin. In ſome minutes under an hour! You have 
Your ſummons to appear,Gentlemen. 
Merid. 1 dare promiſe for all, that we will not fail you- 
Frank, God a mercy, thou finner of Sixty, 
Exg. Alively piece of antiquity. | 
Serin. Thedeſign takes to my with's how do you 
Like it Polidor-? | 
Polid. 'Tis ſuch a novelty, Madam, I know not how 
To judge it handſomely. 
Serin. Leave It to Me mw 


Aſide. 
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Nor do I dowbt our Stars will be unkind. 
Since Love has yet more Wonders left behind. 


[ Ex. Omnes, 


TheFitth AR. 


T he "0 reſembles a Tribunal of Love. 


Enter Serina, Criſpina, Eugenia, Celinda, 
Petilla, and 2 Ladies. 


Serin. JF Hope, Ladies, you have ſufficiently implor'd the 
| Humorſome God of Love to compole your differences: 
Exg. I can anſiver for my ſelf,and-hope well of the reſt, 
Serin, I doubt not your Modeſty. 
Criſp. But we expett it ſhall not diminiſh the leaſt pare 
Of ourState and intereſt, 
Petil. As I ama Wifel am oblig'd to,dono leſs, hoping to 
Have the Vote of all this tair Society in my bebalf, 
I. Lad. We ſhall not diſlent. 
Serin, Bur to do juſtice on your ſelves now, will be the 
Difficulty z«{ince io my thought your Eyes met too 
Particularly, as you beheld the men z and it were ſtrange if 
A common- wealth ſhould not have variety enough for 
So many Womeyas we. are here. 
Exg. ljudg ſo,Madam. [ Enter Frankman, Meridith, a#d Featlin; 
Serin. The perſons that tall under preſent 
Confideration,will be theſe Gentlemen many 
Though a ſmall Number of the Catalogue. 
Criſp. For Mr. Frankmen, Madam, I dare anſwer for the 
Language of .my Eye, lo far, ax to acknowledge him 
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A deſerving Gentleman: | 
Petil, But by your favour, Lady, I have had him in my thoughts 

Ever ſince I was a Wife. - 

1- Lad. And 1 ever fince I was a Virgin. | 

2. Lad. 1 would ſay ſomething too, Madan, --- but let that paſs. 

Petil. And for Mr. Featlin here, what womancan have the heart 
Not to think well of him. 

1. Lad. And ſuch a neat built man as he is. 

Serin. And what ſay you to this,Celinda? 

Celin, V1! leave him to the beſt pretender, Madan, ——— my 

Love ſhall not gofarther than my wit is able to 

Makeit good, 

Frank, Weare now under Cenſure faith Boys: 
Merid: And ifthey diſable me from being a lover, my years 

Have ill Inck. 

Featl, I wonder thatCelinda's juſtice has not found me yet. 
Frank. O, their thonghtsare ſo full of univerſals, there's no 

Room for a particular Amour yet. 

Serin, And what for this Grave Gentleman? [ Pointing to Merid, 
Petil. He ſhall have our Swperſedeas, if he pleaſe, 

Criſp. Or to recreate him,let bim be our general Platonich 2 
1-Lad. And ſo haveour ſociety attimes of eating z 1 have 

Heard he's pleaſant. | 
Evg. Mcthinks he might deſerve better. 

Petil. And think fo ſtill if you pleaſe. 

Frank. Dolt' hear this Meridith? | 
Merid. 1do, and ſmile at their miſtake, —— I their platonick 2. 
1. Lid. And then for Polidor. | 
Serin, He too within your ayms ? 

Petil. The moſt accompliſh'd perſon in our Common-wealth, 

Why is he not here? | 
1. Lad. Ilong to ſurvey him. | 
Petil. But I had him in my eye before you, Lady : by 

My Memberſhip of this State, we have not juſtice 

Preſident, and a man wanting we think well of. 

Serin. This ſounds too much of Anarchy in love, the work: 

Of Miſchiefs to all humane Government. | 
1. Lad, But practis'd under all we conceive, Madam. 
petrl, A Wivescondition were a ſevere. one otherwiſe. 
Serin, It ſhall never have my vote, 


K 3. | Eg. 


+. 
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Fng. Nor mine, Serina. Y Oy nt” 
Criſp. As it may Authorize diſhoneſt aCtions,I likewiſe do defy 
ſt; but as 1love my wit, my beauty, or take pride to be 
Reſpected (a pardonable frailty in our Sex) I'd bave 
It paid me too as many ways ——— A woman may be 
ASaint of Loves,and,yet have more than (ingle 
Adoration. 
Frank, By my life, brave, and witty. 
Merid. She has it in abundance, man- 
Seri. You maybe allow'd your ſence, Criſpina, but till yuu 
Betrer reconcile - Serina, is no more your Preſident 
Celinda | ——— [ Ex. Serina and Celinda. 
Featl. Serina 1s with-drawn in diſcontent, 
And Celinda with her. 
Frank. 1did expedt it, and gueſs which way the ſtream of things 
Are bending, | 
Fug. This breach was ſudden. ; 
Criſp. No matter,we may proceed without her. 
Petil. Or chuſe another in her ſtead- 
Criſp. Gentlemen, your patience--and your counſel, Ladies.{The 
. .,- - Women whiſper. 
Featl. The Ladies are in conſultation about us. | 
Frank, Perhaps they will chuſe us by lots or elſe play us togethe 
Like a battle Royal of Cocks, . 
Featl, But 1 have deſign'd my match otherwiſe, if Fortune _ 
Be not peeviſh and hinder me. [ Enter Foppering, 
Merid, In the mean time, let us ſing, three 
Merry Beys, and three merry Boys, and three merry Boys are we. 
Frank, Here comes Foppering —— but I'll fright himaway —— 
Hark you Tom. ——— 
Fopp. What's the matter Sir ? [ Merid- and Featl. whiſper. 
Frank, Strange matters are in handling by the women, Tow. 
F opp-But I defireto bave nothing to do with their hands or fingers, 
Frank, I know thou wouldſt not, Tow. | 
Fopp- I had only an extraordinary complement to have 
Preſented their High Court of love,and thought to 
Have aſk'd yonradvice whether I may 
Preſa me to'except my Wife. 
Frink. Thou (halt not have to do with her, or them, at preſent. 
And for thy Wife, ſhe is in ſuch a Mood. 


Fopp- 


. 
$7] K. 
Fopp. Let her go whiſtle above or below then——1']1l not 
Make much of her now, 
Frank. She is at preſent like Tow, ready to take fire with 
The leaſt ſpark of paſſion. — Away, away, — I would 
Not have thee ſeen- | 
Fopp. Andisſhe angry, ſay you then? — Whythen VI! not 
Provoke her ſo much as by my ſubmiſſion now; 
She ſhall be pleas'd better firſt. 
Frank, Be gone, I tell thee. | 
Fopp. But if you can intercede for my humiliation-orſoz you 
Conceive me Sir, — and you Gentlemen, 
Frank. Some other time wee'l undertake it. 
Fopp. I thank you, heartily, Sir, and in gratitude willtell 
You a moreextraordinary tale, than have told you yet: 
Frank, Enough, enough. — [ Ex. Foppering« 
Merid. And well we arerid of him, I was apprehenſive that 
His Mirth might have prevented a better expected. 
Criſp. Not toproceed, were a diminution of our privilege, 
And night teach men to neglect our Authority, or v hat 
Is worſe,to flight our loves. 
Petil. Iam reſolute in the cauſe. 
Exg- But I hope with modeſty. 
I- Lad. _—_ ſhall be our Speaker, 
2. Lad. And ſo avow our prerogative by her mouth z ſhe'l manage 
It like a Town-wit I warrant her. 
Petil. Indeed Ladies / and a Wife of the Re-publick in place ? 
Criſp. With your leave, Madan. 
Frank. They have decreed to affault us now. 
Merid. And I'll charge them as home, I warrant thee» 
Petil. Thenby my leave you may. 
Criſp. But it ſhall be to defeat your intrigue, if my 
Wit does not deceive me.—— | [ Afede. 


Frank, T hey have choſen a Speaker to my wiſh, and 1 am prepar'd 
For her. 


Criſp Suppoſe, Gentlemen, that ſome of us ſhou{d reſolve to 


Exprels our good apinion of you: [Meridith fteps ont. 
Ido not mean you. 
Merid, What you pleaſe, Madam: +. 
Omn. Ha, ha, ha, 


Criſp Orthat you Mr. Frankwman werethe man lT bid to 
Love 
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Love me? 


Frank, Why, in that caſe, Madam,I would anſwer the ſuppoſition 
By avother ſuppoſition z as,ſuppoſing that avy of 

Theſe Ladies were your Rivals,and that you deſign'd 

Me for your ſelf, which Heaven avert from your 

1houghts _ 

i- Lad. Mark that, Ladies : 

Peril. Nay Mr, Frankwan Will deal with *'em well enough 
I warrant him- | 

Criſp. How! Heaven avert it, ſay you ſo, Sir ? | 

Frank. Marry dol, and dareſwear it before your Tribunal 
Ot Love too, if you pleaſe. — How Madam! 

Command my love? ; 

Criſp. T put it to you as a Suppoſition, Sir. Lg 

Frank: Why then, Lady, you muſt unſppoſe again =— ha, ha, ha, 
Bid me love? why,'tis ſcarce within the Power of 
' I he Stars to command it- 

Criſp. You dare not, Sir,aftront our Power. 

Frank: A powerto command love 5 was there ever ſuch 
A Soleciſm in Nature; beſides,you miſtake 
The Prerogative you have decreed to your ſelves; 

I muſt be boldto tell you ſo; and more,that were 
You Coy, and proud as Pa/as, your Own law 
Muſt humble you.-- 

Criſp..How ſo / preſumptious Slr ? 

Frank, Alas, Madam, Cupid has conſpir'd with your Councels 
More happily for us, than the moſt ambitious Lover - 
Could have hop'd for, -- you will have the privilege 
10 make love firſt? - 

Criſp. What Then,Sir ? | : 

Frank, Why much good do you with it--and beginzbut remember 
Asit does invert our Common Mode of Courtſhip in the 
Firſt tender of our reſpeQs, ſo we may expe, (and 
Reaſonably too)theſame obſervances from you women, 

The privilege of Lady Miſtreſſes being no longer yours : 
In (bort, you have pul''d down your Altars of love 
And have ſetup ours. 


Criſp. Was there ever ſuch an affront to Cupid,and women 
In power together ? 


rank, I mult beplaingr yct ; andaſſure you that you have 


Put 
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Put it juſtly in our power to expe, not only that you «1 
Should firſt offer your aftetions ; but with the exem- 
plary humilities of men, when lying at the feet of 
Their Miſtreſles, as by ſaying,I am, Sir, your humble Lady 
To ſerveyou —— how happy werel to have the leaſt 
Of your good opinion! What a foot, and hand have you, 
And eye that ſends forth rays more bright than thoſe of 
Diamonds,and wounds with every beam a Lover; and 
So till you come (for want of hair) toour Perriwigs, 
And admire them as much, 
criſp. This were fine indeed. 
Frank, Nay, after you have perfornd all this, remain 
In doubt whether we'll receive it, or no, but give 
You as endleſs and inſupportable delays as ſuch 
Of your Sex uſually do, when proud, fair, rich, and 
Witty, are compleated in one individual woman — | - 
If this be not Juſtice, according to your determination 
Of making love 3 I ſubmit to your judgments, Ladies, 
Merid. God a mercy Sophilſter / thou haſt puzzPFd their reaſons 
I warrant thee. 
Frank, I was pR—_— to thy wit for the hint, Meridith; 
Merid. Tam gladit did you ſervice. 
Featl. And with ſuch a retortion on themſelves > 
Criſp. What ſay you to this Ladies ? 
Eyg. Idoubt the argument is unavoidable, 
Pezil. And contradid our decree, 
C-;/p.-I confeſs the conſequence was overſeen by us. 
k = Lad. Why let us revoke it then,and make a better in its 
tead, | : 
2.Lad. 'Tis neceflary,fince we are liketo have no lovers 
CO "_ hanf Pa c _ 
Petil, Rather than fo, I'd conſent to give upour Government. 
Criſp. We muſt think of ſome other ae bo In themean 
Time,P!! vouchſafe you my pardon. 
——_ __ _ love too, 1hope, — by that Eye (Criſp. 
egave me firſt——  - Aſide. es Frank, kindly. 
And laſt,I dare conclude it, L4fae. Is A 
Eriſp. His wit has taken me. 
Petzl. And ſo for you Sir, I ſuppoſe we may do the like. 7 
L F:atl, 


- 


Featl. 1 thank you, Lady : — but you ſhall chuſe ſome 
Other Gallant in ſtead of me for your ſervice, — [ 4fpde. 
Merid. And what for me ? 
1. Lad. Good picture of time, nothing, 
Evg. You have been admitted a Platonick already, 
By our particular diſpenſation. 
Merid. Me a Platonick, Lady? 't had been better ſaid to 
ſon, after he renew'd his years, and youth | 
Me a P/[aionick ? III ſooner renounce Plato, and all 
His ſpiritual Doctrine of Love,ten times over, 
Than ſuffer the affront to fleſh and blood of mine. . 
Me a platonick? 
Eug. Well Sir, I will allow your years a greater reſpe&, 
Since you defire it. | 
Merid. Andcan deſerveit too | but do not hope for a return:, 
Unleſs you value we at the price of one and 
Twenty in man-hood, I'll not go under a day, fair 
One, and on thoſe terms,love, embrace, and welcome ; which. 
If thou doſt with me,1'{l make thee know, thou art 
To wiſh thy ſelf yonger for my ſake, and not me for 
T hine. 


Exg. Iconceive you, Sir — ſuch a humour in age, what's more 


Taking ? | [ Aſode. 
Criſp. Eugenia,thou haſt clos'd this Scene more kindly than 
11ook'd for Come Ladies—— * [ Ex.Women. 


Merid, Well, rrankman, thou haſt ſhew'd thy ſelf a true 
Witt indeed. | | 
Frank. Itpld you,l ſhould bow the proudeſt ſhe amongſt them. 
Featl. And has given ſome ſhock to their dominion over us. - 
Frank. Why 1delign'd it man; and if we do not ſet up 
Wha we pleaſe now, 'tis our own faults ; I knew 
From the beginning of this day, that the Power would 
Be our Sexes again , with more pleaſure than before. . 
Featl. Serina made the firſt breach. | 
Frank, Were ſhe rewarded though with agreater dignity 
Than?)l name, I could afford it her. 
'  Featl. She affeQtsPolidor, no leſs deſerving in his birth 
And yertues. {Enter Peacock half naked and weeping. 
Frank, Away to thy Father, Featlin, . C3 GL 3 nth 
Thy deſign ripens a-pace, 
Feath.. 
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Featl. 1 was juſt going to him, Sir, | | 
Merid, 1did not think that -providence had bled Sir Grave 
Solymour with ſo hopeful a Son. | 
prank, Here comes Peacock, and halt naked too. 
Mecrid. An odd ſpeQtacle of mirth, | 
Frank. VII diſpoſe of him accordivugly——In the mean time 
Wait you on Potidor — , _ [Ex.Merid. 
How now ,Peacock? 2 
peac. The moſt ſad man living, Sir- 
Frank. Whats the matter ? 
Peace. The matter Sir? why I have loſtmy ſelf, Sir. 
Frank. And thou here # 
peace | mean Exphorbxs, my other lovely being in my ſelf. 
Frank, But how com'ſt thou to be half uncloath'd too? 
Peac. Why Sir, asI was this afternoon aſleep, having 
Laid my fine Veſt of Feathers by me, I had it ſtoln 
Away from me,my Pocket pick'd too,and, as I ſuppoſe, 
By that ſelf of mine, Exphorbus. | 
Frank, A good moral of (elf loves; than whichnothing 
More deceives us —-but to undecieve thee, 11 tell 
Thee Jack, that ſelf of thine was but a Link-Boy 
Deſfign'd to abuſe thy Credulity, and for the Artiſt 
You dealt with, he's ohſcur'd already,befides not 
Worth a revenge. | 
Peac. Is't poſible,Sir ? then I have been abominably cheated + 
By that pretended Yirt#oſo you direCted me to, 
Frank, 1did conſent for thy good, he ſhould prattiſe on thee 
A little,ſince *twas a juſt puniſhment of thy humour 
Of ſelf affection, and may all that doat too much 
Upon themſelves deceive themſelves accordingly. 
Peac. I care not for my mony, If T had but my ſuit of - 
Feathers again! ( 
Frank, No matter whether thou haſt for no,or thou mayſt have 
As good. | 
Peac. Do you think ſo! Pl! try all the feather Shops in the 
Town, before Vil reſt then, 
Frank, In the meantime thy part of Comedy ſhall end here: 
Be gone Jeck——as thou art a Jover of Modes and dreſs F 
I would no thave thee ſeen ip ſuch a plight as this, [Ex.Peacock. 
| L 2 Erter 
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Enter Polidor, Serina, and Celinda. 


Polid. And have you power or other means to accompliſh this 
Deſign, S$erina £ MN - 

Serin, I doubt it not, and know moſt noble Polidor, that as this 
' Day began with womens rule, ſo it ſhall end propitious 
To my Conntreys happineſs and my acknowledgments of yous 
Deſert. 

polid. T need no other proof than your vertue--here's Fravhwan, 

gerin. And muſt be acquainted how Iproceed;Mr, Frankmax? 

Frank. Your Will, Madam. . 

Serin. How came you off with the Ladies ? 

Frank, With vitory enough, Madam, in ſo much that I judge 
They could be contented to rule jointly with us now. 

Serin. And by what means? 

Frank, By a ſmall heatof argument, on. the account of Love 

Madam, the moſt ſubduing paſſon.-- wy [Enter Meridith; 
”  Serin., My deſign is half perfeQted, by this ingenuity of hig— 
And what for Criſpine. X 

Frank, Why, as proud, and ſtout as ſhe is, ſhe plies, and ſhall 
More yet, as I hope to order matters. 

Serin. You will deſerve her beſt affetion. ; 

Frank, And for my friend Meridith here — the wonder of age 
= & (hon has made ſuch a fair Progreſs with Exgenia 

00. 

Celin. A vertuous and diſcreet Lady. 

Merid. 1 was fain, Madam, to come upcloſe to her, and bid her 
Expect what her youth could hope, from mine —ctill we 
Came to ſuch a kind repertet by looks, that I ſuppoſe 
Shg could even have fung, I /ike his humour well, and 
JT like bis bumour well. 

Serin. Apleaſant onel aſfure you. 

Merid. And ſhall be, till life and I take leave Madam. 

Polid. Belides he isa perſon no leſs generous, in all his ations. 
I muſt owne him ſuch. 

Merid. You ſhall be ſure to prove me ſo, when you command 
My lervice. (men, 

Seris. There needs nothing, but to inſiſt on your prerogatives ts 

Frank, 


Frank; Which we'l becertain in the end to have the 
Better of, Women kind, orI know nothing of 
Fleſh and blood, —-———- [4ſsde. 
Serin. And be ſure,you neither receive their addreſs or make love 
Or any terms, giving the like intimation to all you think 
Fit —— the ofher part of the defign ſhall be mine and 
Eelinda's — (Enter Soly.Moor,Featl. at diſtance, 
| Celin, Tam prepar'd to ſerveit — but 
With your teave firſt, 
- Serin. I know your affair,come Polidor, and you Gentlemen. 


[Ex. Serina, Polidor, Meridith, Frankman, 

$olz. Anddo you hope to bed with me at night, | 
You A#thiopian Matron,do you ? 

Moor, 1 ſhall expeQ, Sir, the due reſpeQs, and obſervance of a 
Wife. [Celinda whiſper; Featlin. 

goly, Indeed ſooty, Madam. 

Moor. The very reaſon,Sir,that Chimney-ſweepers are more 
Regarded'in our Countrey than in any other, becauſe 
They come (o near the complexion of our Ladies. 

Soly. Or elſe for my greater Curſe, thou wert begotten by one at 
Home and fo foiſted on me. 

Moor. By your leave Sir, 1 muſt taſte your lips[0ffers to kiſ5 him. 
'Tis my privilege to begin, our Law ſays. 

Soly. Would I could tell where to hire ſome Villain to 
Strangle her. 

Featl. Thave made my ſelf knownto him. 

Celin, That's well:but be ſure to keep back the 
Plot, till our defign be perfected; 

Featl. Leave It to me- 

Celin. Serine expedts me —= Tl but ſalute him now. 

Moor. Beſides, Sir, we Moors are held in pleaſure to tranſcend. 
The moſt beautiful embraces, the world (as well as 
Thoſe under our Meridian)aftirms it, 


Whilſt we ſuch amorons Feats can do, 
The fair would wiſh to a& and know, 
Which makes it hard with us to prove 
Whether Hononr greater is than love. - 


Soly. She abuſes me in Rhime too / though it be the 
L 3 " "*5Þ 
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Celin, Your ſervant Sir : TH 

3oly. She here to ſecond her ? w_ 1 

celin. Tolerve you, lam. + | 

Soly. My fair Trapanner I deſire no more of your ſervice==w< ; 
4 And provided you will but hope wellfrom meo— 
Perhaps may yet oblige your good opinion— - {£x. Celinda, 
'* Soly. 1s that poſlible, after decoying me to thismiſchief 2 

Featl.Good Father be more comfortably perſwaded,andif you are 
Not pleas'd to expe&t well from her, truſt to my 
Endeavour. | 

Soly. If thqu canſt relieve. me in this affliction, this Croſs 
Of mine will prove a welcome providence inobliging | 
My lovefor ever to thee. 

Featl. ] donot doubt it Sir. 

Soly, Tho? confeſs it a juſt puniſhment of my vitious inclinations 
And hypacriſy, together with my too long injurious. 
Neglect of thee. > 8 6d | 

HMygor. You have no defign to do me wrong I hope—[TFo Feat]. 

Featl. As you are a woman, not I, Lady, 

Soly. She is rather an African Serpent in the Sun-burn'd form 
Of woman, there is danger in changing words with her. 

Featl. But if I provide a Spel, Sir, ſhall charm your 
Quiet and freedome# | 

soly. Do you aſſure it? | . 

Featl, As T am honeſt, and obedient, 1 do, ſo you expreſs 
Your ſelf a Father, 

Soly. My love, and Eſtate (hall confirm thee, Take all, or what 
Part thou wilt, of which I muſt acknowledge my covetoul- 
neſs has too many years injuriouſly debarr'd thee.. * 


Enter Serina, Criſpina, Eugenia, Petilla, 
and the two Ladies. 


Featl, Here comes the women, Sir, —< pleaſe you to confirm it 
Within. v1 | | 

goly.” With my hand ſeal & heart  [Ex;Soly, Moor, Feat!. 

Serin. F could have wiſh'd Ladies, that the men had been mcre 


Moderate in their relolution —— Bat here it 
EY I 
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{4 at large. [They open a Scrowl of Parchment and look on 
Criſp. And confirn'd by all theſe hands. | 
Exg- Not a confiderable perſon inthe Common-wealth almoſt, 
But has ſet his name here. 
Petil. And that malapert toy, my Huſband too ? 
1- Lad- 1 do not find his name here — but it may be thoſe 
You like as well. | : . 
Criſp. Not receive, or make love,except we part with our power! 
A bold demand, Ladies, 
I.Lad. And befure we have govern'd one day. 
2- Lad. It ſeems they conclude we ſhall be neceſſitated to yield 
Before night,— | 
Serin. You ſee how firmly they have reſolv'd,and under the 
Honour of their hands too, not to love in any kind, on 
Other terms. | 
1. Lad. Part with our power?why,'tis that which Princes fight for, 
Polititians deceive for, nay, Miſtreſles love for, | 
Petil- Land women marry for; I did, I am ſure,chiefly 
On the account of governing. 
Criſp. 'Tis doubtleſs ſometrick of theſe mento obtain the 
Supremacy we poſſeſs, \ D 
 1:Lad. ljudge fo, Madam. _” ; 
Criſp. They are men, I doubt not, and let 'emlive in our country 
And not love if they can — for my part I ſhould rather 
Be content to ſtarve my affeQion a while, than not 
Maintain our rule — tho? perhaps I have ſomething 
Might concern me, as much as another woman, — 


Enter Celinda in haſte. 


I. Lad, A magnanimous reſolution / 

$erin, But fear the conſequence, 

Celin. O, Ladies, if ever for loves ſake you will conclude 
On any thing, you muſt do it this minute. 

Serin, What's the matter £ 

Celin, You multlive, and love alone elſe, the men are all leaving | 
Of our Country, and you'l not have a man of ſixteen in Utopia, 
By Sun (et. | 

Cri/p. Is it certain ? EOS - 


* 
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1, Lad. Why then let us be content till the Boys come tobe men. 

2.Lad. doubt that will be too long for ſome of our conſtitutions. 

Petil. Right, Madam, and might prejudice us more than our 
Poweris worth,there is no living without *em. 

2. Lad. A Barbariſmnot to be admitted by our Sex. 

1. Lad. | have heard of a Chymilt, that undertakes to make men, 
If true, now were a time to imploy him, 

2. Lad. But the cheat's diſcover'd and hee's run away. 

Celin. Nay, Ladies, you muſt preſently determine, the 
Shipps are taken, the Wind fair, and whereas I 
Said a man, we ſball not have otherwiſe a Boy 
To play with. > 

Petil. Not a boy to play with, neither? —— have we not 
Powerto reſtrain theſe bold Infolents from making 
This attempt- : | 

Celim. If wecouldI conceive it were to little purpoſe,unleſs we 
Can command their loves. 

Criſp. Nr- Frankwman going too / well! I have a womans heart, I 
Find. : 

Evg. And Meridith too! methinksI am unwilling our Countrey 
_— want ſuch an rr w- age. 

Criſp. Let us putour ſelves wholly in Serina's hands, and co; 

As ſhe ſhall think fir. TTOny 

Omn. Content, content- 

Serin. And will you all ſubmit to what I ſhall conclude, or 
Determine? | 

Eng. As we are women we will. 

Seri. That may prove a fickle aſſurance. 

I. Lad. As we hopeto love, and be belov'd again, Madam. 

Seriz, That's ſomewhat ſurer -- FW/hiſpers Celinda, who brings in 
And fince you are thus unanimous Þ Pohdor, Frankman, Meridith. 
Know*'tis for ſome reaſons my deſign and not 
The meng, -- ſee here, they come, will anſwer 
For thereſt, and acceptablyl bope. 


Evg. Weneed not doubt it,-- [Women whiſper ſeverally, 
Frank. I ſuppoſe we may make love firſt now--but 
Keep back yours, Sir, a while, I have ſome [ To Polid, 
Reaſons, 
Polid. You ſhall adviſe me, -- [To Frank, 


Frank, And now ,Meridith, what think'ſt thou on that _ 
bh => | Sprightly 


-. 
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Spright!y caſt, E»genia darted on thee ? 

Merid. Why, did I oot give her beatn.for beam, think'ſt 
Thou? 

Frank. Well ſaid -- and for you Criſpina, as you are ſtout and 
Proud 

Criſp. What then Sir? 

Frank, Why, Tl grant thee ſa much victory, as tobid me 
Take thee, 'tis fomething like the decree you made, 
But it ſhall be only with the ſpiritual language 
Of thy eye ——- Nay that's roo much of Madam | 
Haughty. [ She looks on him. 

Criſp. *Tis a bard caſe, Sir,if T have no look to pleaſe you. 

Frank. Now, ſhe comes, i'faith, tnethinks Iam even abed | Looks 

| again. 

Withthee in that caſt —— and in this ſomething [Looks again. 
More———give me thy hand, and as ama Frank- 
2:4n I'll love thee, and foforth., oo 

Criſp. Fam yours then it ſeems. | 

Frank: I hope to both our happineſles -- there is no ſuch Wife 
As a proud woman makes when humbl'd,like the 
Stately'ſt Horſe that ſeems moſt comely under the Rider, 

gerin. Engenia, your affeQions are fix'd here,-. [To Meridith:. 
If I miſtakenot, ——— 

Evg. Imuſt acknowledge it. 

Merid. But FIlave her the labour, Madam,to bid me take her : 
it know thou lov'ſt me, and lik'ſt my humour well too, and 
If 1do not enjoy theeas chearfully * may I benever 
Moreca]l'd the youthful Meridith. (ſtance 

Ewg.- 1 ſhall as much rejoyce your love, and though at ſuch a dif- 
*Twixt our years, We areunited, (ſo ſeldom an exam- 
o in my Sex)P I] bearthe Cenfure,fince pleaſant humour's 

ore to be eſteem'd, and cements faſter hee 
Than youth and beauty. 

Merid. For which I'll bethy mirthful companion, friend 
And Huſband, and will live with thee merrily up, and 
More merrily down. 

Polid. 1cannotblame her tobe taken, and his diſfoſitionſo . 
Pleaſant. | 

Petil, Notwithſtanding I am a Wife, I might haye expected 
Something like an Amour too -- but there istime 

M 
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For all things. | 


2, Lad, Doubt it not, Lady. . þ, 4 

1. Lad. I ſhould be ſorry, if I could not diſpoſe of my virginity 
With content too, when pleaſe. [| Enter Soly. Moor, axd Featlin. 

Frank, Here comes S'r Grave Solymonr. 

Soly. Moreconventions of women to 
Encreaſe my vexation- 

Featl; You need not apprehend it father — this is but your laſt 
Scene, and Vil make it a _ one- 

Soly. I have perform'd all things you requir'd of me. 

Featl. And Til free you from this black Wite1n ſpight 
Ofthe decree is paſt. 

Moor. You will not do me ſuch an injuſtice. Sir- 

Celin. No, he ſhall not, but will -— the Plot is mine 
And VI diſcoverit my ſelf, to deſerve his favour 
With-you 3 look you here, Sir, *tis but a Blacka-C Pul off dhe Moors: 
:00r Boy, and my Page —— I hope Ladies there < bood, and he ap- 
Needs no decree to annyl this marriage, 

Setin. Celinda has oblig'd you Knight. 

Soly. Fthank her, Madam, ſince ſhe has done me 
No greater Miſchief 

Polid. And reconcil'd you to your Son, likewiſe. . 

Featl. Moſt fully, Sir, Ithank him, and witha ſettlement of 
His Eſtate on me. | | 

Celin. 1 knew this only could effeft it on your covetous- 
nefs, and"do your Son juſtice, whom you had -- 
Long injur'd — wherefore you aught Sir to pardon 
The oo_m_ | nn 

Solty. 1 do, 1 do, — fince there's no remedy. [Aſi de. 

Featl. For which your ſo worthy affeftion —— I offer my - 
Sclf and fortune yours. 

Polid, te is but juſtice. 

Celin, Iwas yours without it, and am ſo now. 

Soly. There's no more for me to do. 

Featl. Nothing, Sir {/ ——— 

Frank, But to reform your ſelf and that ſquare pretext 
Of Gravity, by which you have not a little abus'd 
Better-meanings than your own, 

Soly. Lwill than immediately retire, and live, (ifl can) 
&. forgotten Common-wealths man. —<— (Ex. Solymour.. 

* Frank, . 


pears a Blackamoor- 
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Frank, A happy riddance, befieve me. 
Featl, You baveoblig'd me,Mr. Fraxhwan,with the reſt. 
Celin, You ſhould havethank'd the Ladies too, but that 
Jl do for you, —— [She conrtſies to Serina and the women; 


Enter Citizens, 


Serin. There's yet a higher juſtice to be done unto you: 
polidor -- nor is't unknown that in your veins 
I ſtill preſerv'd, that Royal Blood, which firſt gave 
Nouriſhment unto this Countrey's antiens ſtock 
Of Kings. : 

Omn. Cit. Weall acknowledge it. 

Serin. And from my mouth I dare pronounce you here 
Our Monarch--I know you will accept it- 

Polid. 1 were injurious otherwiſe unto your love 
And Juſtice, tho'time. by introducing long theſe 
Forms of State, obſcur'd the light and glory > 
* Ofmy firſt Anceſtors. | 

Serin. Butto be more conſpicuous in your ſelf. 

Polid. You ſhall partake it with me, Serin, and more. [ 

Will acknowledge that 'tis thy love and vertue made 
Me King. 

Serin. You havealready Sir, above my p— or deſert-. 

Omn. Cit. Long live Polidor and Serina, King and Queen. 

Polid. And to you all I'll foon expreſs the value that 
I have for your affeQions. 

n — 3 We do not doubt it, Sir. 

Merid- For me, Ill only beg,that when our Countrey's Enemies 
Shall dare provoke your Arms, you'l bid me be your 
Souldier. 

Polid. With Evgenia's leave thou ſhalt, nay call'd in bonour. 
Of chy Youthful Age, my youngeſt Captain. 

Merid. thank you, Sir. 

Polid. You are contented Ladies with this change. 

Own. Lad. With all ſubmiſſion, Sir, 

Featl.Andis an univerſal joy in this moſt happy end: 

Ot both Republicks, 
M 2. Peti! 
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' Fetil. But1 hope, Sir, Wives (ball not loſe their legiſlative. 
Power in ruling of their Huſbands. \as” 

polid. Forfuth as uy pane wee'l make no law to 
Hinder them. J | 
- ****Pexil; "Then you are a King indeed. 

Potid. Nature has made for men her Salique-Law 
Given Women to continue men, not gotern, _ 
And though both Sexes here have held Republicks 
(A uſage diffrent from all other Countreys) 
In each example ey may wiſely ſee | | 
Norule's ſo good as lawful Monarchy. Ex Omnes. 


— 


_—_ 


Fpilogue ſpoke by Mr. Foppering. 


—_— 


He Stages Zany,or the Miſs that's kind 

[ Poets their Interceſſors Wiſely find : 
The fool's your ſavenrite,and the Miſs can play 
- A far more welcome part anotherway 

But ſtay, this Jeſt muſt not proceed too far, 
Our women govern here --- as well as there, 
Beauty is ſacred, and a Satyr thence 
is like a Clap in Cupids kinder ſence. 
Then let them paſs with their Heroick guilt, 
And Prologue borrow'd from « Hat and Belt. 
Farce maz be ns d in the Romantich way, 
Like Pudding Jack turn'd HeQor in a Play. 
Wee'l aG ſuch fools our Poets can ſuppoſe, 
Rather than Hero's imitating thoſe, 
Tet mine I hope ſo far with theirs complies, 
That Foppering youl excuſe for telling Iyer. 
A Fools bold Lunacy my part does ſhow, 
But more Heroick Cinthia's Hero know. 
Great Aſop did by Fools the Wiſe direF, 
Allow our Author's hearthe ſame effed, 
He for your ſakg his Comick- Muſe thus dreſſ'd, 
But hopes the Moral it above the Jeſt: 
And if y'are kind upon our Poets ſcore, 
We Attors, in that faxonr, hope for more. 


FINIS. 


